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White Mouse blasts release of 
Clinton testimony as unfair 

WASHINGTON (AFP) - The While House on Fri- 
day blasted as unfair the decision of the House Judi- 
daiy Committee to release President Bill Clinton's 
videotaped grand jury testimony in the Monica 
‘Lwrtnsky scandal. “It had been our hope that this 
process would be bipartisan and fair. Unfortunately 
today's action was neither” deputy White House’ 
spokesman Barry Toiv said, “Instead of fairness some 
Republicans want to rush the release of salacious 
material defying the finest traditions of the House of 
Representatives,” he said. The House Judiciary Com- 
mittee's vote “does not meet the standards of funda- 
mental fairness and bipartisanship” Toiv said. “I hope 
that’s not a signal for the way the process is °oing to 
operate in the future." e 
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Bomb explodes in Algerian 
market, killing 22 . 

ALGIERS (API — A bomb exploded inside a market on the 
edge of the city of Tiarei on Friday, tailing 22 people and 
injuring 30 others, hospital sources said. The attack was 
announced in a brief statement from Algerian security 
forces. The statement said seven of the injured were in seri- 
ous condition. There was no immediate claim of responsi- 
bility for the bomb which went off about 5 pm. (1800 
GMT). Residents of Tiarct, reached by telephone, said the 
security forces were searching the area, about 3 1 0 kilometres 
southeast of the capital Algiers. The hospital sources and the 
residents spoke on condition of anonymity. No further 
derails were immediately available on the attack. The explo- 
sion was the latest in an upsurge in violence in Algeria that 
has occurred following the decision by President Liamine 
Zeroual last week to step down and call early elections. 


Price: Jordan 200 fils 


Deputies describe Tarawneh’s policy 
statement as ‘practical and realistic’ 

52 deputies expected to vote in favour of government 


By Fairotn Abu-Ghazaleh 

AMMAN — Lawmakers 
Jjjve positively reacted to the 
policy statement of the gov- 
ernment of Prime Minister 
Fayez Tarawneh presented to 
the Lower House on Thurs- 
day, describing it as “practi- 
cal and realistic.” 

“There is a general feeling 
of satisfaction among 
deputies,” said lawmaker 
Nash'at Hamaroeh. "We 
Doted a strong inclination 
(awards improving ties with 
the' Arab countries and less 
emphasis cot relations with 
Israel.” 

However, it was the state- 
ment's practicality and focus 
on itnpraving the economic 
conditions in the country as 
well as its pledge to strength- 
en the democratisation 
process that won the approval 
of the majority of deputies. 

Deputy Saleh Jbour (Cen- 
tral Badia) said lawmakers 


were “optimistic" after listen- 
ing to the prime minister’s 
remarks. 

“The statement was logical, 
realistic and devoid of illu- 
sions," Jbour told the Jordan 
Times. "Even opposition 
deputies were convinced of 
Tarawneh’s address.” 

Tarawneh described his 
government's statement as 
pragmatic. 

“The [government’s] inten- 
tions aim at realism and 
implementation, without glis- 
tening promises... and without 
pinning imaginary hopes 
which we will not be able to 
achieve,” Tarawneh told the 
House. 

In his policy statement, 
upon which the cabinet is 
seeking the House’s vote of 
confidence, the prime minis- 
ter focused on the economic 
challenges facing the King- 
dom, pledging to maintain 
economic reforms and to 
combat soaring unemploy- 


ment and poverty. 

The 49-year-old economist, 
calling peace a "strategic 
Arab option,” reirerared Jor- 
dan's support for an indepen- 
dent Palestinian stale and 
called on Israel to withdraw 
from occupied Lebanese and 
Syrian lands. 

“We call on Israel to with- 
draw from the Syrian Golan 
to the borders of June 4, 1 967 
and to implement U.N. reso- 
lution 425 calling for the 
unconditional withdrawal 
tram South Lebanon,” he 
said. 

Tarawneh pledged to con- 
tinue strengthening economic 
ties with other Arab coun- 
tries. in particular the Pales- 
tinians, and reasserted his 
government’s commitment to 
the proposed Arab common 
market 

On the Iraqi front he said 
the Kingdom will continue to 
exert its efforts to lift the 
eight-year-old sanctions 


imposed on that country after 
its invasion of Kuwait in 
1990. 

Tarawneh reiterated Jor- 
dan's call for direct dialogue 
between Washington and 
Baghdad and said his govern- 
ment will work to help lift 
sanctions imposed on Libya 
and Sudan. 

The prime minister, who 
held long hours of consulta- 
tions with all parliamentaiy 
blocs before crafting his 
statement, stressed the impor- 
tance of enhancing coopera- 
tion between the executive 
and legislative authorities. 

In his address to the 80- 
man Chamber, which lasted 
for more than an hour, 
Tarawneh also focused on the 
importance of "constructive 
dialogue" with all sectors of 
society. 

He pledged that his 23- 
member cabinet, mandated 
on August 20, will give 
tourism — the world’s fastest 


Egyptian-French peace drive gains momentum 
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Egypt and France are 
expeoed to issue invitations 
in two weeks to a proposed 
rateraationaJ Madrid-like 
conference to relaunch the 
faltering peace process, 
diplomatic sources told the 
Jordan Times Thursday. 

Bat observers remain 
sceptical the initiative wifi 
take off without the consent 
of the U.S. and Israel — 
both, so far, cool to the idea 
— and in light of the Amer- 
ican administration’s latest 
bid to hold a three-way 
summit with the Palestini- 
ans and Israelis next week. 

According to the joint 
plan, the proposed gather- 
ing, dubbed the "conference 
lor peace-loving nations.” 
will bring together more 
ihan 25 countries, including 
the U.S., Russia, European 
Union (EU) nations. 
Morocco, Saudi .Arabia and - 
Jordan. 

But it will exclude Israel, 
the Palestinian National 
Authority (PNAj, Lebanoa 
and Syria in the initial 
stages.. 

The move to exclude the 
four key players, explained 
a dliplomat, is due to an 




awareness that Israel would 
not attend an international 
peace conference. As such, 
he said, the meeting will 
aim to reiterate the danger 
of not moving ahead with 
the implementation of 
signed agreements, and to 
demonstrate international 
support for peace in the 
region, based on the princi- 
ple of iand-for-peace for- 
mula outlined in Madrid in 
1991 and in the PaJestinian- 
Israeli Oslo peace accords. 

According to the Egypt- 
ian-French plan, the confer- 
ence will be followed by a 
smaller gathering for those 
directly involved in negotia- 
tions. The thinking so far is 
to bring in the PNA. Israel, 
Lebanon and Syria, as well 
as the two patrons of the ini- 
tiative. It is not yet clear 
whether Jordan will be 
invited, and diplomats have 
said the final list of invitees 
for the second conference 
will be drafted after the con- 
clusion of the international 
gathering. 

Israel has not welcomed 
the initiative, which it 
believes will only be a fin- 
ger-pointing exercise by the 
Arab states, in particular, to 
blame the Israeli govern- 
ment for the standstill in the 
peace process. 

The U.S. administration 
has also shown little enthu- 
siasm for the Egyptian- 
French plan. When asked 
where Washington stood on 
the initiative. Middle East 
peace envoy Dennis Ross 


said in Amman last 
Wednesday that the admin- 
istration wants to concen- 
trate on its own proposals. 

"We’re'focused right now 
on trying to change the real- 
ities on the ground, through 
the American initiative, and 
we’re hopeful that this 
effort can produce very tan- 
gible changes,” Ross said. 

But Egypt and France 
have stressed that their joint 
plan is not meant to com- 
pete with the U.S. initiative, 
although both countries 
have teen vying for a more 
pronounced regional role. 

"France and Egypt back 
the .American efforts to push 
the peace process i for- 
ward),” read the statement 
released last Tuesday by the 
joint working group which 
is to be ratified by the for- 
eign ministers of both coun- 
tries "within the next two 
weeks,” said one diplomat, 
after which time the invita- 
tions will be issued. 

French Foreign Minister 
Hubert Vedrine said in July 
the joint plan would only 
occur if the U.S. initiative 
fails. But the thinking now 
is not to wait until the 
Americans announce their 
failure in pressing the 
Israelis to accept their peace 
proposals, said the diplo- 
mat. 

Diplomats expect the ini- 
tiative itself, and the pro- 
posed conference, will pres- 
sure the U.S. administration 
ro push Israel to accept 
Washington's proposal for a 


troop withdrawal from 13 
per cent of the West Bank. 

The likelihood of the U.S. 
not attending the conference 
is minimal, said one diplo- 
mat, since it would not want 
to be seen as boycotting the 
international ’ gathering. 
Also, he explained, the U.S. 
will attend in order to tone 
down any final commu- 
nique that would likely 
blame Israel for the dead- 
lock in the peace process. 

The diplomat also said 
Egypt and France were 
expecting the U.S. would 
pressure Israel to attend the 
second conference. 

Meanwhile, French par- 
liamentarians visiting Israel 
last week linked the ratifica- 
tion of an EU association 
agreement with the Jewish 
state to progress in the 
peace process. 

“The Israelis say the 
agreement is rather techni- 
cal and has nothing to do 
with the peace process. We 
say the link is very real,” the 
parliamentarians’ 
spokesperson, Henri Bert- 
holet, was quoted as saying 
by Age nee France Presse. 
“If we see the least sign (of 
progress towards peace) in 
the coming period, that 
would help us.” he said. 

France and Belgium are 
the only EU countries that 
have not ratified the 1995 
agreement with Israel, that 
allows the Jewish state easy 
access to European markets 
and provides a framework 
for political dialogue. 


growing industiy — its sup- 
port. especially since "Jordan 
has very important touristic 
sites." 

"This industry will play a 
pivotal role in providing 
employment opportunities to 
different sectors of the com- 
munity, especially in the less- 
privileged regions of the 
Kingdom," he said 

On the administrative level, 
the premier promised decen- 
tralisation and transparency 
as weii as a commitment to 
developing civil service 
structurally and technologi- 
cally. He also pledged to 
fight corruption, red-tape and 
nepotism. 

Obtaining the vote of confi- 
dence will be an easy task for 
the cabinet, according to 
deputies and analysis. They 
expect at least 52 deputies to 
vote in favour of Tarawneh’s 
government. 

Regent 

receives 

message 

from 

Khatami 

HIS ROYAL Highness Crown 
Prince Hassan, the Regent, on 
Thursday received a message 
from Iranian President 
Mohammad Khatami dealing 
with issues of common con- 
cern as well as regional and 
Islamic questions. 

The message delivered to the 
Regent by Iranian Ambassador 
to Jordan Mohammad Sub- 
hani expressed Khatami's 
keenness to bolster relations 
among the Islamic nations. 

At the meeting with the 
ambassador, the Regent 
expressed concern over the 
current tension between Iran 
and its neighbours. 
Afghanistan and Pakistan, 
stressing the need for settling 
differences on the basis of the 
international legitimacy and 
through peaceful means. 

Prince Hassan emphasised 
the need for further efforts to 
enhance solidarity among the 
Islamic countries on the basis 
of mutual respect to safeguard 
the common interests of the 
Islamic countries. 

The Regent also expressed 
his condolences and sympathy 
over the death of the Iranian 
diplomats who were killed in 
Afghanistan. 
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A Palestinian injured by a rubber-coated metal bullet is evacuated from tbe scene as 
hundreds of Palestinians dashed with Israeli soldiers on Friday in the West Bank 
town of Ramafiah after a memorial For Imad and Adel AwadaHah who were mur- 
dered by Israeli soldiers (AP photo) 

100 Palestinians injured in 
clashes with Israeli soldiers 


AL BIREH (AFP) — Israeli 
soldiers wounded nearly 100 
Palestinians on Friday, as U.S. 
Middle East envoy Dennis 
Ross insisted he was making 
"headway” in his attempts to 
broker an agreement between 
die two sides. •' *- 

Clashes erupted outside the 
Jewish settlement of Psagot, 
near Al Bireh. as a march of 
more than 2,000 supporters of 
the Islamic Resistance Move- 
ment (Hamas) came to an 
end. 

Israeli soldiers fired stun 
grenades, rubber-coaled bul- 
lets and, according to die 
Palestinians, live ammunition 
when dozens of youths started 
throwing stones and Molotov 
cocktails at the settlement of 
PsagOL 

A total of 96 Palestinians 
were injured, according to 
Shahir Abdullah, the bead of 
emergency services in Al 
Bireh. 

Abdullah described the con- 
dition of three of those hospi- 
talised as “critical" after two 
had been hit in the head by 
rubber-coated bullets and a 
third in the stomach by a live 
round. 

However, a spokesman for 
the Israeli army denied that 
soldiers had fired live ammu- 
nition. • 

Tbe Hamas demonstration 
was originally organised to 
call tor die return of the bod- 
ies of two of the group's lead- 
ers who were killed by Israeli 
commandos last week in a 
raid on their hideout near 
Hebron. 

"Revenge, revenge” the 
demonstrators shouted after 
they emerged from Friday 
prayers. The two men, broth- 
ers Imad and Adul AwadaHah, 


w ; ere originally from Al Bireh. 

The march took place only 
hpurs after the funeral of a 16- 
year-old Palestinian who was 
killed nearby by a Jewish set- 
tler. 

The 35-year-old settler sur- 
rendered - himself to Israeli 
police on Friday and a west 
Jerusalem court ordered that 
he be detained for three days 
pending the publication of a 
postmortem report on the 
youth. 

The Palestinian National 
Authority (PNA) demanded 
that Israel hand over the set- 
tler suspected of the murder 
and accused Israel of nurtur- 
ing violence by expanding 
settlements and acting 
leniently towards Jews sus- 
pected of crimes against 
Palestinians. 

"The Israeli government 
must recognise chat it is creat- 
ing fertile ground for an 
explosion which no one will 
be able to control" Nabil Abu 
Rudeina. a close aide to Pales- 
tinian President Yasser Arafat, 
said. 

Hie Al Bireh clashes erupt- 
ed as U.S. envoy to the Mid- 
dle East Dennis Ross, on the 
ninth day of his trip to the 
region, was meeting Arafat in 
Gaza. 

Ross insisted that he was 
still making unspecified 
■“headway" in his efforts to 
broker a compromise between 
Israel and the Palestinians 

“It was a good discussion. 
We are making headway." 
Ross said without giving 
details. 

Ross had delayed his depiar- 
ture from Israel and the Pales- 
tinian territories by a day until 
Saturday for what a U.S. 
embassy spokesman called 


■further technical discus- 
sions.” 

Ross confirmed that he is 
working on meetings due to 
be held separately between 
UJS. Secretary of State 
Madeleine Albright and 
Arafat and Israeli Prime Min- 
ister Benyamin Netanyahu 
when they visit New York 
next week. The U.S. has been 
trying unsuccessfully to bro- 
ker a compromise on its pro- 
posal that Israel withdraw 
from 13 per cent of die West 
Bank in return for stricter 
security guarantees from die 
Palestinians. 

Tbe Palestinian side, which 
has already agreed to the U.S. 
plaa was perceptibly more 
downbeat on progress in the 
talks. ‘Today was a compre- 
hensive and deep meeting. 
We are working seriously and 
intensively on all the issues,” 
said top Palestinian negotiator 
Saeb ErekaL But he reiterated 
Palestinian demands for 
Washington to concentrate its 
efforts on persuading Israel to 
drop its opposition to tlie U.S. 
plan. 

Meanwhile. Netanyahu 
vowed to oppose the creation 
of an independent Palestinian 
stale threatened by Arafat next 
May "by all means.” 

"A unilateral declaration of* 
a Palestinian state will free us 
from our pledge towards the 
[peace] accord, and we wifi in 
turn be able to begin unilater- 
al actions,” Netanyahu said. 

Israel imposed a total block- 
ade on the Palestinian territo- 
ries on Friday in an attempt to 
stop attacks by Palestinian 
extremists during holidays 
marking the Jewish New Year 
which starts on Sunday 
evening. 




King’s website launched 



i £ BhUl‘BSSf*»l - IM-IWiMN* /low • W "W® 

- ***** 


Jhe picture on the front page of His Majesty 
Hussein's homepage features active links, which 
take browsers to dSf erent sections on the site- For 
instance, the portrait of the late King Abdullah 
lakes surfers to a section entitled “The 
Hashemites' that gives a comprehensive account 
°f the Royal family's lineage. 


By Ahmed Naser 

AMMAN — The domain “kinghus- 
sein” is now taken with the arrival 
of the long-awaited homepage of 
His Majesty King Hussein. Since 
Thursday, web surfers everywhere 
can visit not only Jordan but the 
King himself. 

The King’s homepage 
www.kinghussein.gov.jo — was 
designed and compiled over eight 
months by a Jordanian company. 
Business Optimisation Consultants 
(BOO, and the Royal Court's Inter- 
national Press Office. 

The homepage is apparently the 
most comprehensive Internet site on 
the King. 

A visit to any search engine on the 
web will yield no less than 100 
results, when the keywords “Hus- 
sein,” "kingdom," “jor dan,” 
"hashemites.” and "arab” are 
entered into the search box. 


Similar to a museum, the site fea- 
tures a biography of the King, the 
late King Abdullah and the 
Hashemites, the family tree, acts of 
Parliament, and a catalogue of 
books, speeches and interviews in 
print, audio and video format, as 
well as a wealth of information on 
Jordan itself. 

High-end technologies such as 
Real Audio and Shockwave Flash 
were used to digitalise the graphics 
and audio on the site's more than 
400 pages, which are best viewed 
with the latest versions of the web’s 
most popular browsers — Netscape 
Navigator and Microsoft Explorer. 

The site is hosted on BOC's 
servers in the U.S. for faster brows- 
ing and is linked to the Arab Busi- 
ness Network, a site designed and 
maintained by the Jordanian web 
designer, which hosts businesses 
from all over the Arab World 

Tbe International Press Office and 


the company will regularly update 
the homepage with the King’s latest 
speeches and interviews, as well as 
other infortnaiion. 

A section entitled "A day in the 
life of the King” brings surfers cur- 
rent news such as last weekend's 
visit by Royal Court Chief Jawad 
Anani to Rochester, Minnesota, 
where the King is undergoing 
chemotherapy. 

Other members of the Royal fam- 
ily who have their own homepages 
are Her Majesty Queen Noor whose 
site was launched a year and a half 
ago and is hosted on the National 
Information Centre's Amman-based 
server — www.nie.gov.jo. 

Jordan has come a long way in the 
communications field since 1921. 
when the Ministry of Post, Tele- 
graph and Telephone was estab- 
lished. 

The King himself reflects on this 
and is quoted on the front page of 


his siie as saying: "When I reflect 
back to the days of my youth, J am 
reminded of the great progress that 
Jordan has made in so many ways 
since that time. As we prepare to 
enter the new millennium, the 
worldwide accessibility of the- Inter- 
net is allowing us to transmit infor- 
mation about the Kingdom to all 
those who may not have the oppor- 
tunity to experience our traditional 
Jordanian hospitality and heritage in 
person.” 

Major milestones in Jordan's 
communications histoiy include the 
foundation of the Kingdom’s first 
earth station in April, 1968, for 
international dialling and television 
broadcasting. 

Jordan was the first country to 
acquire an earth station to link it to 
the world through satellite. 

Today the Kingdom has seven 
Internet Service Providers — Glob- 
al One, NETS, Index. FirstNet, 
ABN, Destinations and JoinNet — 
five of which burst into the arena a 
year ago and now have over 30,000 
users amongst them. 


There are also around 70 Internet 
cafes, the majority of which are in 
Irbid and Amman. Each of these 
cafes has at least 10 regulars, while 
some cafes have become small 
Internet service providers with sub- 
scriber numbers reaching the mid- 
500s. 

The Internet came to Jordan in 
1995, when the National Informa- 
tion Centre, chaired by His Royal 
Highness Crown Prince Hassan, the 
Regent, first made the web accessi- 
ble to scholars and students. 

The King has always appreciated 
the potential of the communications 
sector in Jordan and recently, in 
April, he made an earth station tun 
by His Majesty’s Royal Communi- 
cations — Hashem i — initially 
used to connect to Mayo Clinic in 
the U.S., available to Internet Ser- 
vice Providers in the country at rates 
cheaper than the Jordan Telecom- 
munication Company, so that these 
companies would be able to offer 
cheaper Internet services to a larger 
portion of Jordanians, especially 
students. 
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Albright sees ‘steady progress’ 
Middle East peace deal 


Washington no — The 

United States is making 
“steady progress" towards 
an lsrueli-Palestinian agree- 
ment that would unblock 
tiie long-stalled Middle East 
peace process. Secretary of 
State Madeleine Albright 
said Thursday. 

“We are very hopeful that 
we will be able to move 
towards an agreement." 
Albright said, answering 
questions after a speech at 
the Carnegie Endowment 
for Peace, a Washington 
think tank. 

Albright however, made 
no prediction as to when she 
thought an accord providing' 
for an Israeli handover of 
more West Bank land to the 
Palestinians might be 
reached. 

The secretary of state was 
speaking as U.S. Middle 
East envoy Dennis Ross 
pursued a mission in the 


region to try to narrow 
lsrueli-Palestinian differ- 
ences. Ross said Thursday 
he would extend his stay by 
one day. until Saturday. 

Although Palestinians 
have said Ross has had no 
success in bringing the sides 
closer together. Albright 
said he had made “some 
progress." She gave no 
details. 

Albright noted that Israeli 
Prime Minister Benyamin 
Netanyahu and Palestinian 
President Yasser Arafat 
would be attending the U.N. 
General Assembly session - 
in New York next week and 
she would be meeting them. 

She said the format and 
venue of that meeting, or 
meetings, had yet to be 
decided. 

Israel and the Palestinians 
are haggling over a U.S. 
proposal for Israel to with- 
draw from another 13 per 


cent of the West Bank in 
return for tougher Palestin- 
ian measures to crack down 
on guerrilla violence. 

Although U.S. officials 
refuse to discuss the details, 
differences are believed to 
centre on the nature of the 
Palestinian security mea- 
sures and an Israeli demand 
that some of the land it 
hands over should be held 
as a “nature reserve." 

In her remarks on Thurs- 
day. Albright stressed the 
role played in Middle East 
peace efforts by President 
Bill Clinton, beleaguered by 
a scandal over a prosecu- 
tor’s report that he had an 
affair with White House 
intern Monica Lewinsky. 

“I just have to say that 
[the Middle East peace 
process] is a subject that 1 
work on every day. and the 
president has been deeply 
involved in. and I think we 


all believe, especially the 
president and I. that we 
need to move this phase of 
it lo a conclusion," she said. 

“It has been long and not 
easy. Gaps, differences have 
existed between the parties 
but 1 believe that we’re 
making steady progress,” 
she added. 

The peace process has 
been effectively deadlocked 
since March 1997, when 
Israel broke ground on a 
Jewish housing project in 
east Jerusalem. which 
Palestinians see as the capi- 
tal of a future state. 

Washington's hope is that 
if it can broker the pullback 
deal, talks can then begin to 
resolve the “final status" of 
Palestinian self-rule areas 
and end the long conflict. 

U.S. officials say they are 
awaiting the results of Ross' 
mission before deciding 
next moves. 


DIPLOMATS BURIED IN IRAN: Scores oflraman mourners Friday attend the funeral of six Iranian diplomats 
and an Iranian journalist killed in Afghanistan by the Taleban militia last month t AFP photo) 
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i to meet 
Iranians at U.N. 


UNITED NATIONS 
t AFP) — In an unusual 
move. Iranian President 
Mohammad Khatami is to 
meet at the United Nations 
with a “large group” of Ira- 
nians from the United 
States, a U.N. official said 
Thursday. 

The official told AFP that 
the Iranian president had 
reserved a U.N.conference 
hail, which can contain as 
many people as the U.N. 
General Assembly hall, for 
the meeting at 11.00 a.m. 
on Sunday. 

According to another 
U.N. source. 800 people 
are expected to attend the 
meeting with Khatami, a 
moderate who is making 
his first visit to the United 
States since becoming 
president in May last year. 

The U.N. official mean- 
while noted that while 
U.N. member states have 
been known to request 
U.N. rooms for meetings 
with their nationals, he 
could remember “nothing 
of this magnitude" in the 
past. 

The main reason for 


Khatami's short visit to 
New York, where he is due 
to arrive during the week- 
end. is to address the U.N. 
General Assembly session 
on Monday. 

He is not scheduled to 
meet with U.S. officials, 
but Foreign Minister 
Kamal Khanwi will attend 
a meeting on Afghanistan 
along with U.S. Secretary 
of State Madeleine 
Albright. 

Tran fan Deputy Foreign 
Minister Javad Zarif. when 
asked by AFP to confirm 
Sunday's meeting, would 
not give details. “The pres- 
ident will be coming here 
and he’ll have a number of 
engagements inside the 
United Nations, including 
a meeting with some Irani- 
ans. and including an 
address to the General 
Assembly," Zarif said. 

Members of the exile 
opposition National Coun- 
cil of Resistance plan to 
demonstrate during Khata- 
mi’s visit here, notably on 
Monday to coincide with 
his General Assembly 
speech. 


Israel frees scientist who spied for Soviets 


BEERSHEBA l AFP) — An 
Israeli expert in bacteriological 
warfare who was found guilty 
of passing secrets to the former 
Soviet Union was released on 
Friday after serving 15 years in 
jail. 

But Marcus KJingbeig, SO, 
will have to live under perma- 
nent surveillance under die 
terms of a derision handed 
down by the Beersheba district 
court on Sept. 3. 

The court released Kling- 
berg five years before his 20- 
year sentence was due to end 
because of his failing health. 

Described as the “most dan- 
gerous” spy in Israel's history. 


KHngberg was found guilty of 
using his position as deputy' 
director of the ultra-secret 
Ness Ziona biology institute 
near Tel Aviv to pass informa- 
tion about Israel’s bacteriolog- 
ical warfare capabilities to 
Moscow. 

Bom in Poland, Klinsberg 
served in the Red Army during 
World War n and, having 
completed his service, emi- 
grated to Sweden and then to 
IsraeL 

According to his daughter 
Sylvia, quoted by the daily 
Haaretz, Klinsberg was never 
a communist but was grateful 
to the Soviet Union for taking 


him in during the war. 

The other members of his 
family who stayed behind in 
their native Warsaw all died at 
the hands of the Nazis. 

The court imposed numer- 


ous restrictions on Kllngbeig's 


freedom, permitting him to 
leave his Tel Aviv home for 
only two hours per day and 
requiring that he be accompa- 
nied at all times by a person 
approved by the Shin Bel, 
Israel’s internal security ser- 
vice. 

In addition, his passport will 
remain confiscated. 

Israel waited until 1993 
before publicising details of 


his sentence and the scientist 
spent the first 10 years of his 
sentence in solitary confine- 
ment. 

The Israeli authorities had 
opposed repeated requests for 
parole by Klingberg. claiming 
the former scientist still holds 
top secret information that 
could threaten Israel’s security. 

But Klingberg's lawyers 
argued that he was infirm and 
no longer a danger to the secu- 
rity of tiie state and only want- 
ed’ to finish his life with his 
daughter and granddaughter. 
Several months ago. Kling- 
berg was granted parole of 36 
hours per month. 


Israel warns of Hamas kidnap attempts 


TEL AVIV (AFP) — The 
Israeli military warned 
■ Thursday that ■ soldiers 
who hitchhike risk being 
kidnapped by the Palestin- 
ian Islamist group Hamas. 
Channel Two television 
reported. 

The security services 
have "specific informa- 
tion" about attempts 
"within the next few days" 
to abduct several soldiers, 
the television station said. 

The Islamic Resistance 


Movement (Hamas) is 
planning to kidnap sol- 
diers to use as bargaining 
chips to win the release of 
Palestinian prisoners. 
3,500 of whom are being 
held in Israeli prisons, the 
television said. 

As a safety measure, 
patrols have been stepped 
up around places where 
soldiers usually hitchhike 
to get a ride home, espe- 
cially for Rosh Hashanah. 
the Jewish New Year. 


which begins Sunday 
night. 

Special military and 
civilian units will monitor 
the usual hitchhiking 
areas, the television said. 

The soldiers have been 
instructed not to accept 
rides unless the driver is 
alone. The soldiers were 
also told to speak with the 
driver first to determine 
whether he is suspicious 
or speaks Hebrew with an 
Arabic "accent." the tele- 


vision said. 

Hamas threatened last 
week to avenge the 
killings last Thursday of 
two leaders of its military 
wing by Israeli troops near 
the West Bank city of 
Hebron. 

The Palestinian Islamists 
have also called for 
vengeance for death of a 
Palestinian shot dead by 
an Israeli settler near the 
West Bank city of Ramal- 
lah. 


oSish tests of Israeli missiles scheduled for November 


WARSAW (API — The first 
tests of Israeli NTD missiles for 
ihc Huzar helicopter on a Polish 
voting range will be held no later 
than November, a defence min- 
istry spokesman said Friday. 

Polish experts will watch the 
tests that will be held according 
to a Polish scenario. Captain 
Andrzej Adamczyk told the 
Associated Press. 

He said that the testis should 
begin by November. 

After choosing the Israeli offer 


in October. Poles have been 
pressing for tests of the prototype 
missile in Polish weather and 
environment conditions. If tests 
are unsatisfactory. Poland can 
withdraw from the deal. 

Earlier this week. Defence 
Minister Janus? Onyszkievvicz 
received a letter from his Israeli 
counterpart confirming that 
Israel wants to go ahead with 
tests. 

The government has earmarked 
43 million zloty (SI 2 million) for 


the Huzar project this year and 
the ministry set up two teams to 
supervise the sensitive issue of 
equipping the combat helicopter. 
Adamczyk said. 

Following years of negotiating 
with several partners. Poland 
signed an agreement in October 
that awarded the S800 million 
contract to Israel’s Rafael and 
Elbit companies to equip Huzar, 
in line with NATO requirements. 
Poland rejected a similar offer 
from U.S. giant Boeing. 


The contract has aroused con- 
cern in the West about lack of 
transparency of procurement 
procedures in Poland. 

Under the deal. Ral'ucl would 
supply the Huzar with anti-tank 
NTD missiles and Elbit would 
provide electronic integrating 
systems. Bolh components of the 
deal still required approval from 
the two governments. 

But the Solidarity government, 
which look office shortly after 
the agreement was signed, criti- 


cised the handling of the lenders 
by its ex-communist predeces- 
sors and demanded missile tests. 
It also decided to seek another 
lender for the integrating system. 

A dale has not been set for the 
lender, Adamczyk said. 

Poland is scheduled to join 
NATO in April as one of three 
former Warsaw Pact countries 
shifting to the Western military 
alliance, but must modernise 
some of its army hardware and 
training. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


Carter rails for Sudan blast probe 


ATLANTA ( AP) — Former President Jimmy Carter has called 
for an investigation into whether a Sudanese factory destroyed by 
U.S. missiles last month actually manufactured possible chemi- 
cal weapons materials. A technical team should visit Khartoum 
to inspect the plant and ro take samples of soil and building mate- 
rials, Carter said in a statement Thursday. “If the evidence shows 
that the Sudanese are guilty- they should be condemned for lying 
and for contributing to terrorist activities." Carter said- “Other- 
wise. we should admit our error and make amends to those who 
have suffered loss or injury." "The credibility of our nation in 
international circles is being adversely affected by these doubts," 
Carter said, noting that officials in Britain and Germany have 
questioned U.S. claims about tiie factory's purpose. 


Assad meets Iranian culture minister 


DAMASCUS (AFP) — Syrian President Hafez Assad received 
Iranian Culture and Islamic Guidance Minister Ataollah Moha- 
jeram Thursday, the official SANA news agency reported. Their 
talks focused on “the situation in the region and the growing ten- 
sion in Afghanistan and around that country and ensuing dan- 
gers,” SANA said. Mohajerani also met earlier Thursday with 
Syrian Vice President Abdul Halim Khaddam to discuss region 
al security issues. Their .meeting covered “the goals of Israel 
policy, and relapses of stability and security in the region," ti» 
agency said. The two also discussed “the enormous harm done 
by relations between Turkey and Israel to Islamic nations, includ- 
ing Turkey itself,” it said 


Seven killed in central Somalia 


MOGADISHU (AFP) — Seven people were killed and nine 
were wounded in continuing skirmishes in a village near EekJ- 
heer district of central Somalia, informed militia sources told 
AFP oa Friday. The sources said that the fighting, between Abgal 
and Murursade sub-clansmen, took place on Thursday in a 
nomadic village 30 kilometres north of Eeldheer but subsided on 
Friday without any formal ceasefire being reached. Supporters of 
the warring sides, who are also dominant in Mogadishu, coo- 
firmed the renewed fighting and have sent in more weapons and 
equipment, including baulewagons. 


Iranian cleric says Clinton a 'sex maniac’ 


TEHRAN (.AFP) — - A senior Iranian religious official on Friday 
branded U.S. President Bill Clinton a sadist and a sex maniac 
over the sex-and-lies affair involving Monica Lewinsky. “He is a 
sex maniac and everyone knows iL.. he is a sexual sadist who 
claims to lead the world." Ayatollah Ahmad Janati told a crowd 
of several thousand Iranians attending Friday prayers at Tehran 
University. Janati. also secretary of Iran’s important Constitu- 
tional Council, called on President Mohammad K hatami to 
“denounce America" when he addresses the UN. General 
Assembly on Monday, “ft is the best place to denounce once 
again the .American Great Satan and its policies in the world." be 
said. 


JORDAN TELEVISION 
Tel. 4773111-19 


PROG RAMME TWO 


JORDAN TIMES DAILY GUIDE AND CALENDAR 


15:10 . Cartoon — Postman Pat 

• 15:30 Clowning Around 

• Drama — Neighbours 

1 10:30 Doc. — Scundi Nature 

I 17:00 French Programme — 
I “Haul Pas Rover" 

j 1.1:00 Drama - Sea Quest 

I i0:00 Le Journal 

j 10:15 French Programme — 
Lo’cuf de Colomb 

19:30 News headlines 

19:35 Quiz Show — You Bet 
Your Life 


19:55 

20:30 

.Cinema. Cinema 

21:10 


22*0 

JScws in English 

22:30 

Feature film — Ltne, 

Maty 

23:59. 


00:30 

EndofT.X. 


PRAYER TIMES 


'03:59 

Fajr 

05:17 

1 Sunrise) Duha 

11:29 

.Dhuhr 

14:59 


17:42 


19:00. 



CHURCHES 


Sl Mary of Nazareth Church 
Sweafieh, Tel 5920740 
Assemblies of God Church Tel. 


4632785 

SL Joseph Church Tel. 
4024591) 

Terra Sancta Church Tel. 
4622366 

Anglican Church Tel. 
4624853/4624S 1 1 . 

SL Afirem Syrian Orthodox 
Church Tel. 477 1751. 

Amman International Church 
Tel. 5865S97 

German-speaking Evangelical 
Congregation Tel. 56SS-R4 
The Evangelical Local Church 
in Amman Tel. 581 1295 
Church of Jesus Christ of Lat- 
ter Day Saints TH 4654932 
SL John the Baptist at De la 
Salle College Tel. 5661757 
Church or the Annunciation 
TeL 4637440 

Greek Orthodox Church Tel. 
4646138 

Church of Presentation. Swei- 
fiehTd. 5920146 
The Cniate Catholic Church 
Tel. 4624757 

The English-Language 
Catholic Parish TcL 4614190 
Evangelical Free Church TeL 
4892679 

The Baptist Church TeL 
462SU52 

The .Armenian Catholic 
Church TeL 477 ! 33 1 
The Armenian Orthodox 
Church Tel. 4775261 


WEATHER 


18:00 Aqaba (arriving at Marta 
Airport) 

22:25 Aqaba (Marta Airport) (RW) 


Bulletin supplied by the Depart- 
ment of Meteomlngy 
Moderate summer weather 
conditions will prevail with 
clouds appearing ai low alti- 
tudes. and winds northwester- 
ly moderate to active. In 
Aqaba, winds will be norther- 
ly moderate, and seas calm. 


Min/Mnx. temp. 

Amman — 18/30 

Aqaba 25/36 

Deserts - 17/34 

Jordan Valley .24/36 


Dr. Arafat Ashhab ..>5602507 

Dr. Ayman Muh- 

taseb — — 4875748 

Dc Jamal Jbarah..... 5347351 

Firas pharmacy 25661912 

Al Asema phannacy....4637055 
Nairoukh pharmacy ...4623672 
Al Salam pharmacy ...4636730 

Yacoub pharmacy 4644945 

Shmetsani pharmacy 4637660 

N^jib pharmacy .53477632 

DRBED: 

Dr. Mohammad Shari* 7100588 

Al Quds pharmacy ( — ) 

ZARQA: 

Dr. AliDughmi .911466 

Khalifeh pharmacy 985417 


Telephone Information (directo- 
ry assistance i 121 

Overseas Calls 01 0230 

Central Ammun Telephone 

Repairs -.4613 1 (1J 

Abduli Tel. Repairs 5661 10 1 

JordanTelevision 47731 1 1 

Radio Jordan 47741 ! I 

Water Authority 5680 1 00 

J. Electricity Auiltoriiy .58 1 56 1 5 

Electric Power Co 4636381 

RJ Flight lnfomiyiion..44-53200 
Queen Alia Inll. Airport ..44-53200 


ZARQA: 

Znrqa 


Govl Hospital 


ARRIVALS 


Yesterday's high temperatures: 
Amman 31 Aqaba 35. Humid- 
ity readings: Amman 42 per 
cent. Aqaba 60 percent. 
Following are the highest tem- 
prcatures expected today in the 
following areas: 


EMERGENCIES 




31 


30 

Madaba 

30 


32 

Dead Sea 

38 


USEFUL 

TELEPHONE 

NUMBERS 


NIGHT Dim* 

AMMAN: 

Dr. AbhasAJ Hakim-. _48Si5446 


Food Control Centre 46371 1 1 

CKtI Defence Dqpanraas 25661 1 1 1 
Civil Defence Immediate Res- 
cue 4630341 

Civil Defence Emeagency..,..l99 
Rescue Mice 192,4621111,4637777 

Fire Brigade .4617101 

Blood Bank- - 477 5 1 2 1 

Highway Police .5343402 

Traffic Police -....4896390 

Public Security DepL....4630321 

Hotel Complaints ...5605800 

Price Complaints 25661 176 

V^&Sew3^Cciripto5 —4897467 
Amman Municipality Com- 
plaint* -....,7871 1 1 


HOSPITALS 

AMMAN: 

The Arab Centre lor l lo.ut jnd Spe- 
cial Swgcty392[l*» 

The Islamic. Abdli ... 5666131/7 

Hussein Medical Centre Tel. 
5S56R56 

Luzmila — — .4630195 

Khalidi Matcmity......464428l/6 

Akilch Maternity .4642441/2 

Jahal Amman Maternity 

4642362 

Maihas. J. Amman. 4636140 

Palestine. Shmcisani . — 5607071 
Shmcisani Hospital ....21669131 

University Hospital 5353444 

Al-Muasher Hospital 5667227/9 

Al-Ahli, Abdali 5664164/6 

Italian. Al-Muhajnxn ....4777101/3 

Al-Bashir. 4775 1 1 1/26 

Army. Morka 8y 161 1/15 

Queen Alia Hospital 56U224Q/50 
Amal Hospital 5674155 


Znrqa 

National Hospital 
1 09)900560 

Ibn Sina Hospital — 109 1986732 
Al Hikmn Modern Hospital 
109 >990990 

IRBED: 

Princess 

Basma Hospital 

Greek 



Catholic Hospital 
(02)272275 

Ibn Al 

Nafecs Hospital 

(02)247100 

AQABA: 

Princess 

Haya Hospital 


DEPARTURES 


(03)314111 


FOR THE TRAVELLER 
QUEEN ALIA 
INTERNATIONAL 
AIRPORT 


This information is supplied by 
Royal Jordanian (RJ) information 
department at the Queen Alia 
International Airport Tel. 
(44)53200 when: it should always 
be verified. Information on other 
flights is obtained on telephone 
(44) 52700 or (44) 523250. 


Royal Jordanian (RJ i Flights 

06:10 .Tehran (RJ) 

07:30 Damascus (RJ> 

08:45 New Delhi (RJ) 

°9:25 - Beirut (RJ) 

09:30 Karachi. Dubai iRJ'j 

09:45 Doha. Bahrain (RJ) 

lOriJO Colombo (RJ) 

14:55 ..New York. Amsterdam (RJ) 

16:00 Cairo (RJi 

16 JO London (RJ) 

2°=40 Madrid i RJ) 

-I ; 55 .Milan. Rome (RJ) 

22:30 . — Berlin, Frankfurt (RJt 

00:15 Paris (RJ) 

04-JO Bangkok (RJ) 

Other Flights 

05:05 London. Damascus (BA) 

12:00 Riyadh (SV) 

13:10 Abu Dhabi. Doha iGF) 
14:05 ...................... Vie nna ( OS ) 

15:25 Dubai. Muscat (EK) 

17:40 Beirut fMEl 

18:00 Paris (AF) 

10:05 -...Frankfuit (LH) 

22:35 Cairo (MS) 

22:40 Amsterdam (KL) 

00:05 London. Damascus! BA) 

01:05 - — Belgrade (JU) 

02:00 — .Rome(AZ) 

Royal Wings IRW) 

09:20 Aqaba (arriving ai QAIA 
and proceeding to Murka Airport i 
(RW) 


Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 

05:45 Beirut (RD 

10:45 Berlin. Frankfort (RJ> 

11:00 Milan. Rome (RJ) 

13:40 Amsterdam, New York (RD 

12:00 Geneva, Paris (RJ) 

12:15 ; ..„...Cario flU) 

32:15 Brussels (RD 


13:05 London flU) 

13:45 Madrid (RJ) 

2(kOS ...Riyadh. Dhahran (RD 
20:20 Bombay 


20:25 Jeddah (RD 

23-JO ....Abu Dahbi, Dubai (RJ) 
05:30 —Aqaba, Paris (adti)'(RB 


Other Flights 

°<k 35 ..Damascus. London (BA) 

13 JO .. . Riyadh (SV) 

14:00 Abu Dhabi, Bahrain (Cff) 

14:50 Vienna (OS) 

18:00 -..Dubai ©0 

19:00 r.".Ueinu (ME)’ 

23:40 .Beirut, Amstadain()3-)| 

02:10 Belgrade (JU) ! 

03:00 _Romc(AZ)' 


Roy al Wings (RW) 

07:00 Aqaba (from Marta AfrJ 
port) (RW) 

°8:30 Aqaba (from Marta Ah’ 
Port) ' 

?m.. Aqaba (from 
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^ Home News 


Jordanian-Palestinian committee 
to discuss boosting trade 


Jordan Times, Saturday, September 19, 1998 
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AMMAN (J.T.) — The 
Hjgbcr Joint Jordardan-Palcs- 
oniari Committee convenes 
today in Amman under the 
co^taimianship of Prime 
Minister Fayez Tarawneh and 
Mahmoud Abbas, secretary 
general of the Executive 
Committee of the Palestine 
Liberation Organisation, to 
discuss boosting joint trade 
and economic relations. 

In preparation for today’s 
jeering, Jordanian and 
Palestinian officials met in 
Amman Thursday and 
reviewed the volume of bilat- 
eral trade, transport issues 
and future plans. 

M&fcmmad Halaiqah, sec- 
retary general of the Ministry 
of Industry and Trade, and 
Khaled Islam, economic 
affairs advisor to Palestinian 
president Yasser Arafat, led 
tbeir respective teams to the 
preparatory talks. 

Discussion covered 

prospects for increasing the 


volume of goods to be 
exchanged between the two 
sides as well as issues related 
to security, agriculture, trans- 
port and other matters. 

The Jordanian side request- 
ed that the Palestinian 
National Authority facilitate 
issuing licences to Palestinian 
traders to import Jordanian 
agricultural and food prod- 
ucts to the self-rule areas in 
accordance with an October 
1997 trade agreement 

They also discussed the 
question of replacing the 
“back-to-back"’ trading sys- 
tem with a “point-to-point'’ 
system and increasing 
cement exports via the Prince 
Mohammad Bridge. 

Jordan asked that the Pales- 
tinian side re-examine tariffs 
imposed on Jordanian prod- 
ucts and permit the entry of 
refrigerated trucks and con- 
tainers into the self-rule areas. 

The two sides discussed the 
reconstruction of die King 


Hussein Bridge, according to 
Halaiqah, who said the 
Japanese government will 
finance this project. A Japan- 
ese delegation is due in 
Amman later this year to pre- 
sent the final designs for the 
new bridge. 

Halaiqah said Palestinian 
and Jordanian officials have 
reached an agreement on a 
mechanism to promote trade 
and increase the number of 
goods exempt from customs 
fees. 

For his part, Islam 
expressed hope that the two 
sides would increase the vol- 
ume of bilateral trade, noting 
that the Israelis have been 
hindering trade between Jor- 
dan and Palestine. 

He added that he hoped the 
current level of trade, which 
amounts to JDJ2 million, 
would be doubled soon, not- 
ing that the PNA is keen on 
substituting Israeli goods 
with Jordanian products. 


Government bans protest rallies 
against Hamas members’ killings 


> 


By Tareq Ayyoub 

BAQA’A CAMP — The 
government on Friday 
banned two rallies in (he 
Kingdom's largest refugee 
camps to protest the killing 
of two Hamas activists in 
the West Bank by Israeli 
security agents on Sept 10. 

Mohammad Oweidah, a 
member of the Muslim 
Brotherhood movement, 
which planned the rallies in 
Al Baqa'a and A1 Wihdat 
camps, said the government 
reversed its initial approval 
of the two processions. 

Oweidah, a former mem- 
ber of Parliament, told the 
Jordan Times that Inferior 
Minister Nayef Qadi gave 
the group “verbal” consent 
to hold the rallies but 
informed them later that the 
Cabinet recommended 
denying the permits. 

“We told the minister that 
the rallies would be peace- 
ful, but he said the govern- 
ment was afraid that distur- 
bances might take place and 
felt it would be better to can- 
cel them.'' Oweidah said. 

Qadi told the Jordan 


Tiroes that the ministiy 
received no written request 
from the Brotherhood and 
that there was no approval 
granted to hold the rallies. 

The minister said that dur- 
ing a meeting with Brother- 
hood leader Abdul Majeed 
Thuneibat and Islamic 
Action Front Secretary 
General Abdul Latif Arabiy- 
at last week, he informed 
them that the time was not 
“suitable” for such rallies. 

“We told them that hold- 
ing such rallies might affect 
the security and stability of 
the country and cause some 
disturbances which we do 
no need at this time,” Qadi 
said. .... 

Oweidah said the rallies 
were aimed at showing sup- 
port for Hamas and 
denouncing the killing of 
Emad and Adel Awadallah. 

Following the killing of 
the Awadallah brothers, 
Israel claimed that they 
were behind suicide bomb- 
ings in Tel Aviv and 
Jerusalem. 

On Friday, police were 
stationed at roads leading to 
the mosque where the Wih- 


dat camp rally participants 
were to assemble, eyewit- 
nesses said. 

Police also watched 
prayers at Nablus Mosque in 
Baqa’a. 

Brotherhood leaders 
addressed worshipers at 
both mosques and urged 
Hamas to avenge the killing 
of the two brothers, who 
were considered the top 
leaders of Hamas’ military 
arm, the Izzedin Qassam 
Brigade. 

They also called for jihad 
(holy war) against Israel to 
“liberate Jerusalem” and the 
Palestinian territories and 
urged the Palestinian 
National Authority to put 
and end to its security coop- 
eration with Israel and to 
assist Hamas in its “war” 
against Israel. 

The speeches were inter- 
rupted by cries from Broth- 
erhood supporters such as 
“Revolution until victory,” 
“Oh Jews, the army of 
Mohammad will return,” 
and “God is great” 

Following the prayers, 
worshipers dispersed peace- 
fully. 


Journalists say government faces challenge 
in reconciling information policy, press law 


By Amy Henderson 

AMMAN — The govern- 
ment’s information policy out- 
lined in Prime Minister Fayez 
Tarawneh’s policy- statement 
to the Lower House of Parlia- 
ment received a lukewarm 
response from media profes- 
sionals yesterday. 

“If the government is able to 
implement its statements and 
thoughts, we can have a con- 
structive future,” said Jordan 
Press Association President 
Seif Sherif. “But we think that 
amending the law is crucial. 
We can’t leave a law like this 
to the will of people in office. 
If there are really good inten- 
tions, the law must be 
changed.” 

“Under the present law, 
journalists cannot feel at ease. 
Things have to be changed 
legally for us to feel secure.” 
Sherif said. 

The prime minister, during 
his statement, reiterated the 
government’s stated position 
of a soft implementation of the 
country's new Press and Pub- 
lications Law and said the 
government would be pursu- 
ing a “peaceful dialogue" with 
the entire press body — local, 
Arab and international press 
institutions. But the policy 
statement made no mention of 
further amendments to the law 
or of any intention to daft a 


new piece of legislation. 

The i 998 Press and Publica- 
tions Law. endorsed by both 
houses of Parliament and 
made effective by Royal 
Decree last month, is the most 
restrictive legislation on the 
press ever drafted in the King- 
dom. The law has endowed 
courts with the right to close 
down newspapers during the 
investigation and court" pro- 
ceedings of any case filed 
against a newspaper. The law 
was drafted undo - the former 
government, which many 
journalists said had drafted the 
law to suii its own specific 
objectives. 

Tarawneh on Thursday said 
His Majesty King Hussein s 
letter of designation required 
that efforts to develop the 
media be "stepped up in 
accordance with the age of 
instant communication and 
dynamic media, transparency, 
objectivity, openness arid 
credibility.” 

“[Such aj media reflects 
upon the nation's achieve- 
ments, its reality, its democra- 
cy and its political pluralism,” 
the prime minister said. 

Upon its appointment, the 
Tarawneh government 
promised a new “detente" in 
its relationship with the press, 
and has made several promis- 
ing gestures. 

Information Minister Nasser 


Judeh recently said the gov- 
ernment was working out a 
formula for a Royal Commis- 
sion on the press to study 
press-related matters. Journal- 
ists hope that the outcome of a 
commission would be the cre- 
ation of a neutral body to 
investigate complaints against 
and from the media before 
cases are moved to the courts. 
Judeh also said the govern- 
ment was entertaining a 
request to drop charges 
against newspapers filed 
under previous governments. 

Last week, the former direc- 
tor of the Press and Publica- 
tions Department was 
replaced by lyad Qanan, a for- 
mer columnist and human 
rights activist. Journalists said 
the decision to replace the for- 
mer director, who they hold 
responsible for some of the 
law’s most restrictive articles, 
was a ''signal” of the govern- 
ment's seriousness in creating 
a more relaxed atmosphere. 

However, many have said 
that “the law is the law” and ■ 
the government is obliged by 
the Constitution to uphold it 

"There is a contradiction in 
what the government says," 
said a correspondent for a for- 
eign Arabic daily. “There is a 
law. and the government can- 
not just selectively implement 
the law. To do otherwise is to 
undermine the rule of law.” 


Another journalist yesterday 
said a recent case filed against 
Al Hadaih Chief Editor Nidal 
Mansour was inconsistent 
with the government’s prior 
statements. 

Mansour yesterday told the 
Jordan Times that the Infor- 
mation Ministry' filed a case 
against him for an article enti- 
tled ‘Our democracy and 
American democracy” pub- 
lished in die weekly on Aug. 
20. before the new press law 
went into effect The article 
referred generally to alleged 
corruption in the government 
and Parliament but refrained 
from naming specific officials 
and deputies. 

"This is a test to see how 
serious the government is 
about implementing good 
intentions and flexibility in 
dealing with the press and 
applying the law:” Mansour 
said. 

Judeh yesterday said he had 
only been made aware of the 
case after Mansour pointed it 
out to him and that he was still 
unaware of the full details, and 
therefore not prepared to com- 
ment 

The minister said that the 
government had considered 
the JPA’s request to drop 
charges against newspapers, 
but drat “99 per cent of the 
charges against newspapers 
are now before the judiciary. 


which is independent" 

“If we want to respect the 
judiciary', [the government] 
cannot just tell the judiciary to 
start dropping cases," he said 
“We were very dear about 
this point from the begin- 
ning.” 

Sherif said that he had not 
been informed of the case, but 
that if such a case was pend- 
ing, it w'ould be a "very explo- 
sive” development 

Meanwhile, JPA sources 
yesterday said they will con- 
vene a special meeting today 
to discuss whether or not one 
of their board members had 
“normalised” relations with 
Israelis at a recent conference 
on democracy in Greece. 

JPA sources told the Jordan 
Times that some members of 
die press organisation have 
alleged that Jamal Shawahin. 
chief editor of Al Bilad week- 
ly and a JPA board member, 
attended the conference 
knowing that there would be 
Israelis present 

Jordan's 13 professional 
associations are adamantly 
opposed to normalisation of 
ties with the Jewish state and 
include in their by-laws arti- 
cles that prohibit their mem- 
bers from doing so on threat of 
expulsion from the syndicates 
to which they are legally 
bound to join before practis- 
ing their professions. 





CATCH OF THE DAY: Workers use nets at a fish farm in the Jordan Valley to 
catch fish for sale on the local market (Photo by Yousef 'Allan) 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


Humanitarian flight to Bangladesh 

AMMAN (Petra) — Upon directives from HRH Crown Prince 
Hasan, the Regent, the Hashemite Charity Organisation Friday 
seat an aircraft loaded with medical and food staff to Bangladesh, 
winch has been hit by floods over the last two months. 

Queen to attend UNESCO ceremony 

BONN (Petra) — Her Majesty Queen Noor wjE attend a United 
Nations Rrfni-afyv wT t Scientific and Cultural Organisation cere- 
mony near Bonn later this month. The proceeds of the ceremony 
win go to needy children throughout the world. 

German bank opens regional office 

AMMAN (J.T.) — The German Development Bank has opened 
a regional office at the premises of the German Technical Coop- 
eration centre in Shmeisani. The bank finances social, economic 
and industrial projects in Thud World countries as well as projects 
to protect the environment and natural resources. In an address ai 
the inauguration ceremony. Planning Minister Nabil Amman 
expressed the government’s appreciation of Germany’s continued 
asasftmce rr> thp Kingdom paTtiaiiariy in water and infrastructure 
projects. Amman said a total of JD750 million in German aid has 
been awarded to Jordan since 1961. 

New Qatari ambassador arrives 

AMMAN (Petra) — Qatar's ambassador designate to Jordan, 
Sheikh Fabled Ben Jassem Ben Abdullah Al Thani, arrived in 
Amman Thursday evening to take up his new post Sheikh Fahed, 
who was met at die airport by senior Foreign Ministiy officials, 
expressed determination to dedicate his efforts to serve the mutu- 
al interests of Jordan and Qatar. Sheikh Fahed succeeds Nasser 
Ben Abdul Aziz Al Nasser, who was transferred to New York to 
serve as Qatar's permanent ambassador to the UJV. 


what 


GOING 



PUPPET SHOW 

* Children's puppet show 
“Said wal Bolbol” (Said and 
the Bird) ar the Royal Cul- 
tural Centre on Sunday Sept. 
20 at 6:30 pun. 

TUNISIAN FILM 
FESTIVAL 

* “Azizair ar the Royal 
Cultural Centre at S'.OO p.m. 

EXHIBITIONS 

* Display of Bani Haraida 
and Jordan River Designs 
products (mgs, cushions, 
wall-hangings, and quilts) at 
fre Jordan River Designs 
showroom, until SepL 30 
UH 4613081). 


* Photography exhibition 

entitled “Les Cite s 
d' Artistes a Paris” at the 
premises of the Association 
of the Jordanian Plastic 
Artists. Jabal Weibdeh, until 
Sept. 30. , 

* Paintings by Iraqi artists 
Ismail Sheikhiy, Suzanne 
Sheikhly, and Khalid Qassab 
entitled Pioneers of the 
Fifties” at Orfali An Gallery, 
Umm Utheina, until Sept. 21 
(Tel. 5526932). 

* Paintings by Rula 
Shukairy at the French Cul- 
tural Centre. Jabal Amman, 
until Sept. 30. 


Fire at Al Ra’i newspaper under investigation 


By a Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — A special com- 
mittee is investigating the 
cause of a fire that broke out at 
a paper warehouse on the 
premises of Al Ra’i newspa- 
per on Thursday. 

The committee is expected 
to report on the cause of fire, 
which destroyed tonnes of 
printing paper. 

The fire started at around 
5:30 pun. on Thursday. Staff 
at Al Ra’i saw smoke coming 
out of the windows of a 250- 
metre paper storeroom and 
alerted the Civil Defence 
Department. 

It took; ODD firefighters in 
addition to Al Ra’i employees 


and Amman Greater Munici- 
pality employees almost three 
hours to extinguish the blaze. 

The fire destroyed a six- 
metre area where tonnes of 
commercial paper were 
stacked. The blaze also dam- 
aged two rooms that were 
located behind the storage 
room. 

Five Al Ra’i employees 
were hospitalised for smoke 
inhalation. They were all dis- 
charged later Thursday from 
the hospital. 

Al Ra’i employees and 
Amman Greater Municipality 
employees helped in remov- 
ing raw material and paper 
from the burning warehouse. 

His Majesty King Hussein, 


who is currently receiving 
treatment at the Mayo Clinic 
in the US„ called die chair- 
man of the Board of Directors 
of the Jordan Press Founda- 
tion, Abdul Salam Tarawneh, 
to inquire about the fire. The 
King also called the CDD to 
check on the progress of the 
firefighting operation. 

His Royal Highness Crown 
Prince Hassan, the Regent, 
also called Tarawneh and was 
in constant contact with the 
CDD operation room follow- 
ing up on the operation. 

Prime Minister Fayez 
Tarawneh, Interior Minster 
Nayef Qadi, Minster of Parlia- 
mentary Affairs and Minster 
of Administrative Develop- 


ment Bassam Ernoush and 
Information Minster Nasser 
Judeh supervised the opera- 
tion. 

Amman Governor Tal’ai 
Nawaysseh. Amman Mayor 
Nidal Hadid and other offi- 
cials were also on the scene. 

The president of the Jordan 
Press Association and director 
general of Al Dusiour Arabic 
daily. Seif Sharif, and Al Dus- 
tour Editor-in-Chief Nabil 
Sharif also visited the premis- 
es and offered Al Dust our s 
for use by Al Ra’i. 

Several ministers, former 
ministers and other govern- 
ment officials " called 
Tarawneh to check on the 
newspaper and its employees. 


Lung, breast cancer most prevalent in Jordan — report 


By Suha Ma’ayeh 

AMMAN — Statistics from Jordan's 
Cancer Registry revealed that in 1996. 
lung and bladder cancer as well as 
leukaemia were the most prevalent 
forms of the disease in males, while 
breast and colon-rectal cancer and 
leukaemia were hit females the most. 

Of the 3,302 new cancer cases (L704 
males and 1,59$ females, including 
children) registered in 1996, 198 
proved fatal by the end of 1997. 

The registry, established at the Health 
Ministry in 1996. recorded that the inci- 
dence rate of leukaemia among children 
below 10 was the highest, with 53 male 
cases and 33 female cases, followed by 
brain tumours, 21 and 15, respectively. 

According to registry statistics, the 
1996 incidence rate of all cancers 
among Jordanians was 74.3 cases per 
100,000 persons. 

Divided according to sex, the inci- 
dence rate calculated to 73.5 cases for 
males and 75.3 cases for females per 
100,000. 

Figures showed that lung cancer 
among males was the most common 
form of the disease, with 185 reported 
cases, or 10.8 per cent of the total num- 
ber of male cases. Bladder cancer and 
leukaemia followed with 168 (9.8 per 
cent) and 158 cases (9.3 per cent). 


Of the 1,598 females registered, 455 
were diagnosed as having breast cancer. 
Breast cancer comprised 28.5 per cent 
of the cancer cases among females. 

Colon-rectal cancer and leukaemia 
among females numbered III and 109 
cases. 

Other types of cancer recorded 
among males were colon/rectal, 123. 
skin, 115, non-Hodgkin lymphoma, 
102, and prostate, 89. 

Males were also hit by brain cancer, 
88 cases, stomach cancer, 79. and can- 
cer of the larynx, 61. 

Among women, skin cancer. 82 
cases, brain tumours, 81, thyroid. 77, 
and non-Hodgkin lymphoma, 74. were 
reported. 

The types with the lowest incidence 
among women were uterine, 70 cases, 
Hodgkin lymphoma, 54, and ovarian, 
53, cancer. 

The Cancer Registry compared its 
figures with those of the U.S, a devel- 
oped country, and Egypt, a developing 
country, to determine where Jordan 
stands. 

The rate of incidence of cancer in the 
U.S. was 300 per 100,000 people com- 
pared to 74.3 per 100,000 in Jordan. 

The incidence of leukaemia among 
males and females in Egypr was 4.9 per 
cent and 2.9 per cent, respectively, 
while in the U.S. it was 2.6 per cent and 


2.2 per cent. In Jordan, the leukaemia 
incidence rate was nearly triple that of 
the U.S., with 9.3 per cent in males and 

6.8 per cent in females. 

The incidence rate of skin cancer in 
Jordan reached 6.7 per cent among 
males and 5. 1 per cent among females, 
compared to 2.1 per cent and 1.4 per 
cent in Egypt and 2.7 per cent and 2.6 
per cent in U.S. 

Brain Tumours diagnosed in both 
males and females in Jordan (5.2 per 
cent and 5.1 per cent) were also higher 
than the corresponding incidence in 
American males and females (1.5 per 
cent and 1.4 per cent). 

Meanwhile, lung cancer in Jordan, 
estimated at 1 0.8 per cent among males, 
is less prevalent than it is in the U.S., 
which reported an incidence rate of 

15.8 percent. Egypt registered 2.2 per 
cent. 

The registry also showed that 1 1 .2 per 
cent of all cancer cases occurred before 
the age of 20, while 34.9 per ceni 
occurred after the age of 60. 

The Cancer Registry collects data 
from all health sectors in the country. It 
also analyses data and removes dupli- 
cated records. 

In its continuous reporting system, the 
registry also foDows up on all the 
reported cases of cancer across the 
Kingdom. 


Court drops death 
sentences against eight 
convicted of murder 


By Rana Hussein! 

AMMAN — The Criminal 
Court has dropped death sen- 
tences against eight people 
from the same family who 
were sentenced to deaih in 
November 1997 for blud- 
geoning a man and his son to 
death during a brawl in the 
Wadi Seer area in October 
1993. 

After the Court of Cassa- 
tion ordered a retrial, the 
Criminal Court amended its 
previous ruling of premedi- 
tated murder to manslaugh- 
ter against Ahmad Moham- 
mad, 27, Ahmad Salim, 24, 
Yasser Mohammad, 20, 
Sa id Mahmoud, 24, Eid 
Mohammad, 29, Moham- 
mad Khalil, 60, Mahmoud 
Khalil, 55, and Mifdi Khalil, 
70. AH were sentenced to 22- 
and-one-half years in prison 
with hard labour. 

The eight were sentenced 
to death by the Criminal 
Court in October 1997 for 
the premeditated murder of 
Salim Salameh, 49, and his 
20-vear-old son. Jamil, on 
Ocl 20, 1993. 

Six months later, the Court 
of Cassation overturned the 
verdict and returned the case 
to the Criminal Court for 
retrial because it said “not all 
eight defendants participated 
in the murder.” 

In April, the Criminal 
Court upheld its ruling. 

The case was referred to 


the Court of Cassation a sec- 
ond time, and the nine-judge 
tribunal overturned the rul- 
ing once more. The case was 
returned to the Criminal 
Court, which was asked to 
amend the charges from pre- 
meditated murder to 
manslaughter. 

According to court tran- 
scripts. the defendants had 
several quarrels with the vic- 
tims and their family four 
months prior to the incident 
over a piece of land in the 
Iraq Al Amir area in Wadi 
Seer. 

The Criminal Court stated 
that the eight defendants met 
on Ocl 19, one day before 
the incident, and planned to 
lure the two victims to a 
garage. 

On the evening of the mur- 
der, the court maintained, the 
defendants asked the two 
victims to meet with them to 
discuss their feud. 

“When the two victims 
arrived, the defendants sur- 
rounded them and beat them 
with rocks and wooden 
sticks until they died,” the 
court said. 

The court quoted defen- 
dant Mahmoud Khalil as tes- 
tifying that his family decid- 
ed to exact revenge from the 
victim's family because of 
the continuous fights, “and 
because he couldn’t forgive 
them for the harm caused to 
his teeth by Jamil Salim in a 
previous fighL” 


Man executed for 
botched ‘honour’ killing 


By liana Hussein! 

AMMAN — A 24-year-old 
man who murdered his wife 
on suspicion that she was 
“behaving immorally” was 
hanged Thursday at dawn, 
officials said Friday. 

Mohammad Salman, a 
soldier, confessed to inter- 
rogators that he strangled 
his wife on suspicion that 
she was involved in an illic- 
it relationship- No dates 
were provided by officials 
for the murder or the sen- 
tencing. 

Salman was quoted min- 
utes before his execution as 
saying that "I killed my wife 
but she was innocent. I was 
ignoranL I urge my relatives 
to cleanse my wife’s reputa- 
tion. God bless her soul.” 

Human rights groups are 
concerned that crimes of 
honour continue to be a 
problem in Jordan. 

According to officials, out 
of 25 women killed in the 
Kingdom last year in “hon- 


our crimes,” “investigations 
proved that 95 per cent of 
them were innocent of any 
immoral allegations by their 
relatives.” 

Salman, who was execut- 
ed at Swaqa Prison, asked to 
see two of his cousins 
before he was hanged. 

Salman died instantly, but 
it took 15 minutes for all 
bodily functions to cease, 
according to one official 
who attended the execution. 

The hanging was attended 
by centre Director Sa’d 
Ajrami, the prosecutor gen- 
eral, the centre's mufti, 
pathologist Awad Tarawneh 
and other officials. 

Thursday's execution was 
the second to be carried out 
in the Kingdom this year. 
On Aug. 14. a 35-year-old 
man was put to death after 
he was found guilty of mur- 
dering a couple and their 
son in Amman in 1997. 

Lasi year, 11 people were 
executed in the Kingdom 
for various crimes. 
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Ryzhkov turns down 


ussian cabinet post 


MOSCOW i AFP) — 
Russian centrist lawmaker 
Vladimir Ryzhkov Friday 
officially turned down the 
post of deputy prime minis- 
ter in charge of social 
affairs, two days after being 
named by Prime Minister 
Yevgeny Primakov. 

“My agreement (to the 
nomination) in such a situa- 
tion would be reckless." 
Ryzhkov told reporters 
after holding consultations 
with Primakov, T cannot 
take on such a responsibili- 
ty." 

Ryzhkov. 32. was one of 
three members from the 
centrist Our Home Is 
Russia (NDR) faction 
assigned as a deputy prime 
minister this week. 

A first deputy speaker in 
Russia's parliament. 

Ryzhkov said he spent three 
days agonising over 
whether to accept 
Primakov’s Tuesday offer. 

“I did not sleep. I lost my 
appetite." he said. 


Ryzhkov nevertheless 
was full of praise of the for- 
mer foreign minister. 

“Priraakov’s government 
offers us our last chance to 
overcome this crisis consti- 
tutionally." he said. 

Liberal opposition leader 
Grigory Yavlinsky had also 
turned down an offer to 
take on Russia’s delicate 
social brief. 

Confirmed as prime min- 
ister last Friday. Primakov 
has forged a centre-left 
coalition government that 
now sees two Communists 
holding the cabinet's top 
posts. 

Primakov late Thursday 
named a Communist gover- 
nor of Russia's northwest- 
ern Leningrad district as 
first deputy premier han- 
dling the brief of ethnic and 
youth policies as well as 
Moscow's relations with 
the regions. 

Vadim Gustov, governor 
of the district surrounding 
Russia's second city of Sl 


Petersburg. joins 

Communist Yury 

Maslyukov, a fellow first 
deputy prime minister who 
last week was put in charge 
of the economy. 

Gustov, elected governor 
of the Leningrad region in 
September 1996. began his 
career in the Central Asian 
republic of Uzbekistan, 
where he worked in a plant 
extracting uranium. 

He became prominent in 
Sl Petersburg politics in 
the early 1990s. where he 
bitterly disputed the neigh- 
bouring Baltic republic of 
Estonia's claims on some 
Russian territories in the 
Leningrad districL 

Gustov also fought 
against shock-therapy eco- 
nomic reforms advocated 
by Russian monetarists in 
the first years of post- 
Soviet reform. 

He became a member of 
the Federation Council, the 
upper house of parliament 
in December 1993. 


Clean-up begins to stem disease 
as Bangladesh floods recede 


DHAKA (AFP) — Dhaka 
authorities Friday laid on 
thousands of extra workers 
to dean up the city as floods 
receded to leave mounds of 
stinking rubbish which pose 
a new health hazard. 

Some 300 extra trucks and 

2.000 extra workers were 
removing piles of debris 
from streets in crowded 
ureas as diesel pumps 
pounded away to clear the 
clogged and smelly waters 
left after more than two 
months of floods. 

The sun brought welcome 
relief to the city of nine mil- 
lion Friday, after two more 
days of rain earlier in the 
week, with residents and 
volunteers joining the clean- 
up effort after the country's 
worst floods this century. 

The floods, which have 
left millions homeless out of 
Bangladesh's 120 million 
people, have also claimed 

1 .000 lives and caused wide- 
spread devastation to agri- 
culture. industry and trans- 


port networks. 

Makeshift homes have 
sprung up to house the 
homeless, and emergency 
food aid is arriving at the 
country's ports to be deliv- 
ered to the victims of the 
floods, which covered two- 
thirds of Bangladesh. 

The health department said 
some 225.000 people were 
suffering from diarrhoea and 
other water-borne diseases, 
with some 200 people have 
died from the illness. 

"With the recession of 
waters, we are likely to face 
severe problems -with . the .. 
spread of jaundice, polio, 
measles, malaria .and skin 
diseases as well as diarrhoea 
during the next two 
months." Health Minister 
Salahuddin Yusuf told a 
news conference Friday. 

But he added that the gov- 
ernment was ready with a 
post-flood health manage- 
ment programme to “combat 
any situation." 

The minister's comments 


came a day after the World 
Health Organisation (WHO) 
said Bangladesh was safe for 
travellers despite the threat 
of disease, but it recom- 
mended precautions. 

More than 4.000 medical 
teams are working in flood- 
hit areas to prevent out- 
breaks of disease, and WHO 
officials stressed that despite 
rising numbers of diarrhoea 
cases there was no epidemic 
as yet. 

More than 6,000 army and 
navy personnel Thursday 
joined efforts to unload 
emergency food aid. includ- 
ing; a shipment from the 
LlN’s World Food 
Programme (WFP) carrying 

52.000 tonnes of wheat 
which arrived at the major 
ports of Chittagong and 
Mongla. officials said. 

The WFP has asked for 

355.000 tonnes of wheat 
worth $84 million to help 19 
million Bangladeshis. 


No dog bites found on . 
Guatemala bishop’s corpse 


GUATEMALA CITY (R) — 
A iheory (hat a priest and his 
dog attacked and killed a 
Roman Catholic bishop in 
April was undermined 
Thursday when preliminary 
autopsy results found no dog 
bites on the exhumed body of 
the slain clergyman. 

"So far nothing." Mario 
Guerra, lead forensic doctor for 
the chief prosecutor’s office, 
said as he emerged from a five- 
hour autopsy by nine experts in 
the city's main morgue. 

Guerra said ii would take 
another few days to complete 
and file a formal autopsy report 
on the body of Bishop Juan 
Jose Gerardi. He was killed on 
April 26 in the garage of his 
Guatemala City parish, his 
head smashed with a cement 
block. 

Jose Toledo, defence attor- 
ney for Mario Orantes. the 
Roman Catholic priest charged 


with the murder, said (he 
autopsy vindicated his client 
and called for his release. 
There was no move by author- 
ities to do so. 

Orantes worked and lived 
with Gerardi. who coordinated 
the church's human rights 
activities in Guatemala. 

Authorities have not given a 
motive in the slaying, but say 
that they believe Orantes killed 
the bishop with the help of his 
German shepherd. 

Ronalth Ochaeta of the 
Archbishop's Human Rights 
Office, said; “What we are 
interested in is finding the 
truth. If there is not a bite, the 
investigation must continue. If 
there is a bite, the investigation 
still must continue." A day 
after the murder, Guatemalan 
experts performed an initial 
autopsy on Gerardi 's body 
without noting any signs of 
dog bites. 


But Spanish forensic experts 
who later examined pho- 
tographs of the autopsy said 
they found what appeared to be 
dog bile marks on (he bishop's 
neck and hands, prompting far- 
ther examination. 

Thursday a team of forensic 
experts from Guatemala. Spain 
and the United States exhumed 
the bishop's body for a new 
autopsy from a crypt under- 
neath the national cathedral in 
the centre of the capital. 

A parish cook, who was 
arrested with Orantes in July, 
has been charged with com- 
plicity in the murder and has 
been given a conditional 
release pending trial. 

Two days before his death. 
Gerardi presented a landmark 
report on atrocities during 
Guatemala's long civil war. 
leading many to believe that he 
was assassinated for political 
reasons. 


Space agencies regain 
control of solar satellite 


WASHINGTON (R> — U.S. 
and European astronomers 
said Thursday they had final- 
ly regained control of the 
Solar and Heliospheric 
Observatory (SOHO) space- 
craft orbiting the sun. 

They said they managed to 
get the drifting satellite back 
facing the right direction so 
its solar panels can start gen- 
erating power again. 

“This is the best news 
we've had from SOHO in a 
long time." said George 
Withbroe of NASA. 

‘it's a big step forward in 
our recovery plan for 
SOHO." John Credland, 
head of scientific projects for 
the European Space Agency 


(ESA), added in a statemenL 

“We were never quite sure 
that we would manage to 
make the spacecraft point 
back towards the sun, which 
is essential for its proper 
operation." Credland said it 
was the first time the joint 
ESA and NASA spacecraft 
has been controlled from the 
ground since it spun out of 
control and communication 
was lost on June 24. 

"Now we stan a compre- 
hensive check of all the 
spacecraft's systems and sci- 
entific instruments" said 
Bernhard Fleck. ESA’s pro- 
ject scientist for SOHO. 

Fleck said that because 
SOHO had been drifting 


along, facing the wrong 
direction, some of the instru- 
ments on board had been 
roasted by the sun's heat 
while others had been 
exposed to frigid cold from 
space. 

"But I'm cautiously opti- 
mistic that SOHO can win 
back much of its scientific 
capacity for observing the 
sun." Fleck added. 

SOHO orbits 1.5 million 
km. or about a million miles, 
out in space, always staying 
on the sunward side of the 
Earth. It has seen solar erup- 
tions and warned of electro- 
magnetic storms that can dis- 
rupt telecommunications on 
Earth. 


IBritish Queen Elizabeth II. wearing a Muslim ‘gamis’ made especially for her in 
England, views the children's instruction area of the Jame ‘Asr Hassanil Bolkiah 
Mosque in Bandar Seri Begawan during the second day of her three-day visit to 
Brunei (AFP photo) 


British queen gives the 
common touch in Brunei 


BANDAR SERI BEGAWAN 
(AFP) — Britain's Queen 
Elizabeth II Friday combined 
the pomp of monarchy with a 
visit to villagers on the second 
day of her tour of oil-rich 
Brunei on Borneo Island. 

During a visit to a water vil- 
lage on stilts, she consoled 
infants fenied by mothers to a 
health centre and listened 
intently to medical staff pro- 
viding advice to rural folk on 
maternal and child care prob- 
lems. 

The people of Kampung 
Ayer, where houses are hud- 
dled together on stilts and 
linked by foot bridges along 
the Brunei River, broke 
through a security cordon to 
catch a glimpse of the 72-year- 
old queen when she planted a 
tree to commemoraie her visit 
to the health centre. 

The queen had taken a boat 
ride criss-crossing the water 
village opposite Brunei's capi- 
tal Bandar Seri Begawan 
before arriving at the health 
centre, built to decentralise the 
nation's primary health care 
services from the main hospi- 
tals. 

“We have been waiting for 
this day. It is an auspicious day 
in Islam because it is a Friday." 
said 32-vear-old hawker 
Salmah Hashim under swelter- 
ing heat outside the health cen- 
tre. her five-month-old boy 
tightly clutching her. 

Mingling with rural women 
folk and children is seen as a 
modest departure from usual 
royal protocol for the queen 


who, compared with her late 
former daughter-in-law, Diana. 
Princess of Wales, had a stiff 
public image. 

A Buckingham Palace 
spokesman said programmes 
arranged for the visit to Brunei 
and Malaysia, for which she 
leaves on Sunday, were tai- 
lored to embrace people from 
all walks of life, “not just the 
great and the good.” 

Queen Elizabeth also loured 
the grand Jame ‘Asr HassanaJ 
Bolkiah Mosque Friday. She 
watched children recite verses 
front the Koran, the Muslim 
holy book, during religious 
classes and entered the male 
and female prayer halls after 
covering herself with a white 
robe provided by the host. 

Officials said she showed 
keen interest at a briefing on 
pre-man lal counselling offered 
by the mosque and seemed 
interested to know more. 

The Church of England does 
not require couples to undergo 
such counselling which is 
mandatory in Islam, they said. 

The queen also seemed over- 
whelmed hy t!:e mosque’s 
arcliiteclure. Its walls and 
columns are dad in white mar- 
ble from Italy and the main 
dome is gold plated. 
Impressive chandeliers consist- 
ing of gold plated, high quality 
crystal glass made in Austria 
hang from the dome. 

A 200-year-old handwritten 
version of the Koran was also 
shown to visitors. The 29 
domes uf the mosque are sur- 
rounded by fountains equipped 


with submerged neon lights. 

Queen Elizabeth began the 
day by inspecting a -military 
parade mounted by armed 
Gurkha and Bruneian troops. 
She was accompanied by her 
husband. Prince Philip, and the 
Sultan of Brunei. 

The parade was to marie a 
new "alliance" between the 
Royal Brunei Land Force and 
Britain's Brigade of Gurkhas. 

Troops from the Brigade 
have been stationed at the vital 
Seria oil field, about 112 kilo- 
metres south of Brunei’s capi- 
tal Bandar Seri Begawan, 
under a 1983 agreement with 
London to protect the main pil- 
lar of Brunei's economy. 

The alliance followed a 
logistical reorganisation of the 
two units. 

With Britain's return of 
Hong Kong to China in July 
Iasi year. Brunei remains the 
only British military garrison 
in Asia. 

Brunei's association with the 
Gurkhas began in 1962 when 
Britain sent about 100 
Gurkhas with soldiers from 
Number 5 Commando. RoyaJ 
Marines, to crush an armed 
uprising in its colony. 

Queen Elizabeth also visited 
Brunei's state-run Radio 
Television Brunei where she 
met youths participating in a 
TV programme and officials of 
the broadcasting station who 
were trained by the British 
Broadcasting Corp- 

The trip to Brunei is her first 
state visit this year. 


Australian Labour takes 


lead in latest major poll 


MELBOURNE (R) — 

Australia’s opposition Labour 
Party has increased its support 
four percentage points in one 
week to push ahead of ihe 
conservative government 
before the OcL 3 election, an 
opinion poll showed Friday. 

The AC Nielsen poll, pub- 
lished in The Age and Sydney 
Morning Herald newspapers, 
found Labour had 43 per cent 
of the primary vote compared 
with 42 per cent support for 
the coalition govemmenL Last 
week's AC Nielsen poll pul 
Labour at 39 per cent and the 
Liberal/National government 
at 43 per cenL 

Support for Pauline 
Hanson's populist One Nation 
party was steady at eight per 
cenL the same since the elec- 


tion was called almost three 
weeks ago. the national sur- 
vey of 1 .966 people found. 

The poll also showed the 
government has lost the edge 
it gained in last week’s two- 
party preferred vote, which 
shows support after redistribu- 
tion of minor party votes, with 
Labour now- on 52 per cent 
and the government on 4S per 
cent. 

Labour leader Kim Beazley 
polled 46 per cent support as 
preferred prime minister, plac- 
ing him ahead of Prime 
Minister John Howard who 
had 41 per cent support. 

Labour's rise in the polls 
coincides with a surge in 
opposition to a goods and ser- 
vices tax (GST) to 52 percent, 
the highest since AC Nielsen 


began polling on the issue in 
May. 

However, 45 per cent of the 
respondents still felt the gov- 
ernment was best at handling 
tax issues, compared with 
Labour at 38 per cent 

The government proposes 
tointroducea lOpcr cent GST 
if reelected, offset by large 
income tax cuts. 

"The poll tells us not only 
that the momentum is now 
with Beazley, but that it is pri- 
marily driven by opposition to 
the GST,” The Age said. 

However, despite the gov- 
ernment trailing in the poll, 50 
per cent of respondents still 
thought the government 
would win the election, while 
only 29 per cent thought 
Labour would. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


Swedish Social Democrats 
lead polls two days before election: 


STOCKHOLM (AFP) — The governing Social 
Democrats and the conservative opposition both showed 
gains at the expense of minor parties in an opinion poll 
published Friday, two days ahead of Sweden s general 
election. The poll, carried out between Monday and 
Wednesday and published in the daily Svens ka Dagbladet, 
showed Prime Minister Goeran Perssoo s Social Democrat 
Party ahead with 36.8 per cenL an increase of 1.2 points on 
another poll published Thursday. The corweavative 
Moderate Party headed by former premier Cari Bildt had 
the backing of 24.8 per cent of the 23^9 people inter- 
viewed by pollsters, up from 24.6 per cent a day earlier. 
Support for the Left party was down from 12.7 per cent to 
1 1 .8 per cenL but the former Communists remain the sur- 
prise of the election campaign as the diird-largesiparty in 
the country with almost twice their score m the 1994 elec- 
tion. A significant portion of the electorate, 11.4 per cenL 
say they are undecided about which party to vote for. The 
Christian Democrats fell from 1 1.2 to 10.1 per cenL while 
the Liberals dropped from 5.8 to 4.9 per cenL The Centre 
party, formerly agrarian, rose to 4.8 from 4.6 per cenL The 
Green party climbed to 4.7 from 4.3 per cenL while support 
for other parties rose front 1 .2 to 2.1 per cent No party is 
expected to win a majority in Sunday's election ami 
observers predict the Social Democrats will remain a 
minority govemmenL They are expected to seek an infor- 
mal alliance with the Left party. 


Pennsylvania jury rules in favour 
of cancer patients 


PITTSBURGH (R) — Eight cancer patients who sued the 
operators of a defunct nuclear fuel plant for causing their 
illness won their case in U.S. District Court when a juty' 
found the plant operators negligent court officials said 
Thursday. The three defendants — Babcock & Wilcox Co~ 
its subsidiary B&W Environmental Services Inc, and 
Atlantic Atlantic Richfield Co — were levied damages of 
$36.5 million for negligence, said a clerk at U.S. District 
Judge Donetta Ambrose’s office. Ambrose presided over 
the three- week trial. Spokespersons and lawyers for the 
defendants were not immediately available for comment. 
The plant at Apollo. Pennsylvania, opened in 1957 and 
closed in 1978 and has since been razed. A group of eight 
people — cancer victims and relatives of people who died 
of the disease — from Apollo contended that the three 
plant owners disregarded federal regulations and spewed 
cancer-causing radioactivity throughout the town. The 
youngest cancer patient among the plaintiffs was Tina Hall, 
who was diagnosed with leukaemia at age 19 and died at 
age 24 in 1 992. The plant was opened by Nuclear Materials 
Equipment Corp, a company formed by nuclear engineers 
from Westinghouse Electric Corp. The plant was sold to 
Atlantic Richfield in 1967. Babcock & Wilcox bought die 
plant in 1971 and transferred it to its subsidiary in 1974. 
Babcock & Wilcox has said repeatedly that the plant oper- 
ated safely and within federal regulations. However attor- 
neys for the plaintiffs had argued that discharges from the. 
plant's smokestacks caused cancer in foe residents who. 
lived nearby. 


French court clears bartering 
Britons of illegal employment 


TOULOUSE, France (AFP) — A French court has 
cleared three Britons convicted early this year of work- 
ing illegally through their involvement in a local odd-job 
and barter system. The court in Toulouse, southwestern 
France, also overturned the suspended sentences of 
2.000-franc ($350) fines imposed on Sarah Two, Robert 
Evans and John McCulloch at the initial January hearing. 
The three found themselves in the dock after local 
builders complained they were being undercut by the 
System of Local Exchange (SEL) under which Evans 
and McCulloch earned barter points by fixing Two's 
roof. Evans, an out-of-work psychologisL and 
McCulloch, a French teacher, could then use the points 
to obtain foods such as goats-cheese. cakes and vegeta- 
bles from other group members or services such as gar- 
dening. Although their fines were only symbolic, the 
three appealed against the January verdict which found 
them guilty of illegal, undeclared employmenL The 
Toulouse court agreed that while the SEL constituted a 
form of paid work, there was not enough evidence for it 
to be considered illegal. Since the creation three years 
ago of the first barter group, several such systems have 
spread in southwest France. 


Giant turtles safe for now 
from Galapagos volcano 


QUITO, Ecuador (R) — A volcano on the Galapagos 
islands spewed two rivers of molten lava but posecfnO 
immediate threat to giant turtles made famous a century 
ago by English naturalist Charles Darwin in his theory of 
evolution, park authorities said Thursday. Galapagos 
National Park officials said lava from the Cent) Azul 
volcano on the archipelago's largest island, Isabela, was 
unlikely to reach land inhabited by the slant turtles. The 
volcano erupted Tuesday after 19 years of inactivity. The 
Galapagos islands are part of Ecuador and lie 1.000 km 
west of the South American mainland. Formed by giant 
volcanoes thrusting out of the Pacific Ocean, they were 
visited by Darwin in 1835 and their unique animal pop- 
ulation helped him develop his iheory of evolution. The 
islands are only sparsely inhabited by humans though 
they now attract a steady parade of tourists. With no 
large land mammals, the islands are dominated by rep- 
tiles wuh no tear of man, like the giant turtles and marine 
iguanas. National Park workers flew over foe volcano in 
a helicopter Wednesday to evaluate the size of the voJ- 
cano erupnon. There are two streams of lava and they 
are 10 km From the coast. They are flowing southeast and 
it is very unlikely that they will reach the "turtles because 
ot the natural barriers of dried lava.” said Cristina Paz. a 
park volunteer. 


U.S- man murdered during burglary 
in Ukraine home 


KIEV (AFP) — - A 64-year-old man working for the U.S. 
f mC 0 L tT Peaee f C °? s " was k iUed in the northern 
of J? ernihiv . the country's, interior 
pH ^ y ‘ The w al ? ck rame during an attempt- 

ed burglary Monday at the home of Vikior Verioo. from 
Sacramento, California- the U.S. embassy in Kiev said. 

CoroT from Ws wounds. A Peace 

Corps official m Ukraine told AFP that Verioo had 

reived no threats. Police arrested two women, aTed 38 

An fSni!! °L be, " g accomplices to themurdet 

dere^a 33 ^nl^ s “ ed for suspected mur* 
derer, a 33-year-old man who is known to local police. ' 
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World News 

New technique found 
for animal-to-human 

transplants 


WASHINGTON (R) — 
Researchers said Thursday 
they hod found a new way 
to help the human body 
accept transplants of animal 
organs and said the 
approach might also work 
2 D treating certain diseases 
like rheumatoid arthritis. 

They said they had found 
a way to make the body 
stop producing the cells 
that attack and reject for- 
eign bodies. 

Writing in the journal 
Science, John lacomini and 
colleagues at 

Massachusetts General 
Hospital and Harvard 
Medical School in Boston 
said they had genetically 
engineered mouse bone 
marrow cells to allow the 
mice to tolerate transplants 
of pig tissue. 

They said the mice 
stopped producing antibod- 
ies that flag the pig cells for 
attack by the immune sys- 
tem, and thus could accept 
transplants from pigs. 

What lacomini's team did 
was find the compound that 
is responsible for the anti- 
bodies. It is known as 
alpha-Gal, and is made by 
an enzyme controlled by a 
gene known as aGT. 

Most mammals, including 
pigs and mice, produce this 
protein. But primates such 
as humans and apes do not 
This is one reason why 
human bodies reject pig 
organs — the a-Gal is com- 
pletely foreign. 

But if the body of a 
human transplant patient 
did produce a-Gal, perhaps 
it would tolerate a pig 
organ, lacomini's team sur- 
mised. 

They bred mice that do 
not produce a-Gal, and 
added in a the a-GT gene 
controlling production of 


pig a-Gal. The mice pro- 
duced pig a-Gal and tolerat- 
ed pig tissue transplants. 

Other approaches have 
temporarily stopped the 
production of the immune 
cells by genetically engi- 
neering a pig organ to 
“look" human, but this is 
the first time generic engi- 
neering has succeeded in 
shutting down the immune 
response at such a basic 
level, lacomini’s group 
said. 

There is a huge shortage 
of human organs for trans- 
plants. 

Pigs are seen as logical 
candidates for animal-to- 
human transplants. They 
are about the same size as 
humans and have similar 
biology. 

But there are problems. 
Nor only does the human 
body reject pig organs as 
foreign, but there are fears 
that unknown pig viruses 
carried in the oigan tissue 
could infect humans. 

Most researchers in the 
United States, as well as in 
Britain, are holding off on 
making any such trans- 
plants until they can estab- 
lish that ir is safe. 

lacomini's team said their 
technique could have other 
uses. 

"Similar approaches may 
also be applicable to induc- 
tion of tolerance in other 
disorders, including 

autoimmune diseases,” 

they wrote. 

In autoimmune diseases 
such as rheumatoid arthri- 
tis, the body's immune sys- 
tem mistakenly attacks nor- 
mal healthy cells such as 
cartilage in the joints, even- 
tually destroying it. 

Turning off this immune 
attack could help people 
with such diseases. 


Mexican town wiped 
off the map by floods 


VALDIVIA, Mexico (R) — 
Bekw three metres of harden- 
ing mud, lie most of Wdivia’s 
500 cr so homes and the 
Vaiustiano Carranza primary 
school. 

Above ground, only a handful 
of rooftops are visible, poking 
through the floor of mud, while 
a heavy stench from rotting ani- 
mal carcasses hangs in the aic 

Residents of this small village 
in southern Mexico no longer 
have a town to call their own, 
since it was wiped out by tonnes 
of mud and debris from killer 
storms that have claimed hun- 
dreds of lives in Chiapas. 

How many of the 5,000 resi- 
dents were buried alive when 
the face of a nearby hill gave 
way and swept through the 
town is the question that haunts 
survivors. The avalanche 
occurred at night 10 days ago, 
and many people scrambled up 
nearby mango trees to safety. 

,J We need the Virgin’s help,” 
said a tearful T -flirtn Tones, 
referring to Mexico’s Catholic 
patron saint Torres, 16, was 
misang both parents and three 
younger brothers from the 
sonns. 

A fifth of the town — some 
1.000 people — was still unac- 
counted for, said Valdivia’s top 
official, Lorenzo Gutierrez 
Echevom 

The hope is that most of the 
raissing made it out of their 
homes in rhn<* and fled to near- 
by villages on higho - ground 


and hove not been able to return 
because of the flooding and 
washed out roads. 

A government report said as 
many as 151 people were feared 
dead in the small town. 

“Tt was bonifying. It rained 
for four days. One night, we 
heard a loud roar from the rivet 
Most of the people had time to 
get on their roofs,” said 58-year- 
okl resident Javier Perez. 

The only building spared 
from massive damage was the 
town church, which sits on 
bigfcr ground and now serves 
as a dormitory for residents. 
Some described its survival as a 
miracle. 

Valdivia, which sits less than 
90 km from the Guatemalan 
border in one of Mexico ’s poor- 
est regions, is one of dozens of 
towns along the PaciSc coast 
ravaged by the floods. 

At least 400 people were 
killed and more than 100,000 
left homeless, according to gov- 
ernment repeats. There are still 
850 missing — many from 
remote towns like Vddivia. 

President Ernesto Zedillo said 
during a recent visit to the 
region that he feared scores of 
people were caught in their 
homes and would only be found 
later. 

In Vakii via, at least seven bod- 
ies have been pulled from the 
mud so far. Survivors Thursday 
began using picks and shovels 
ro try to find the irtissiag and dig 
can what is left of their homes. 



An Indonesian demonstrator raises his arms in the air in front of a cordon of anti-riot 
policemen barring the entrance to the attorney general's office in Jakarta. Some 100 
people rallied amidst mounting clamours of graft investigation on former President 
Suharto to be expanded to cover all ministers under him (AFP photo) 

Indonesian group demands graft 
investigation of Suharto officials 


JAKARTA (AFP) — A 
group of 100 protesters 
Friday became the latest to 
join a mounting clamour 
for the graft investigation 
into former Indonesian 
President Suharto to be 
expanded to cover all min- 
isters who served under 
him. 

Some 100 people from 
the People's Solidarity for 
the Upholding of Justice, 
protested outside the attor- 
ney general’s office here to 
demand the expansion of 
the graft probe. 

“All state officials who 
were ministers under 
Suharto or who are now 
still occupying positions, 
should have their wealth 
investigated,” said the 
protest coordinator who 
identified himself as 
Harahap. 

Harahap was reading a 
group statement as some 30 
police barred them entry to 
the attorney general's com- 
pound at a busy intersection 
in south Jakarta. 

Several representatives 
were allowed to meet with 
officials inside to deliver 
the group statement, and 
the protesters later left the 
premises peacefully. No 
incidents were reported. 

Indonesian President BJ. 
Habibie, himself a former 
Suharto minister, last week 
set up a team headed by 
Attorney General Andi 
Mohammad Ghalib to 
investigate the wealth of 
Suharto who stepped down 
in May. 

Indonesian shares prices 
dived 4.S per cent, or 
13.804 points, to close 
Friday at 271.671 points on 
renewed concerns an 


expansion of the Suharto 
wealth probe would spread 
to include Habibie and trig- 
ger new political chaos, 
dealers said. 

At the time of his fall, 
Suharto was dogged by 
accusations of corruption 
and cronyism amid wide- 
spread anger over the coun- 
try’s economic crisis. 

He allegedly amassed bil- 
lions of dollars during his 
32-year iron-fisted rule — 
charges which he sought to 
deny on a nationwide 
broadcast on Sept. 6 when 
he said he did not have a 
"single cent’’ abroad. 

Forbes magazine in the 
United States estimated in 
July he was worth $4 bil- 
lion. 

“Attorney general, if you 
are not capable, resign!,” 
said one placard carried by 
the protesters. 

Other posters read: “The 
(Suhano) New Order 
regime is the cause of the 
economic crisis," “The peo- 
ple demand that all the 
wealth of New Order offi- 
cials be investigated.” and 
“Set up an independent 
team to investigate the 
wealth of Suharto and his 
cronies.” 

“The attacks on Suhano 
himself, are the mere 
results of engineering by 
corrupt and nepotistic indi- 
viduals in power to shift 
attention away from them- 
selves,” Harahap said with- 
out elaborating. 

He said the priority of the 
investigation should be 
ministers in the economic 
and finance sector, which 
he said were “areas where 
most corruption, collusion 
and nepotism are taking 


place.” 

He cited the sectors of 
mining, transport, manpow- 
er, public works, trade and 
industry and the National 
Development Planning and 
the Technology Research 
and Development Agency 
that was formerly under 
Habibie. 

Calls for a wider corrup- 
tion probe to include the 
Suharto officials, including 
Habibie, has been growing 
since Suhano made his 
Sept. 6 televised statement. 

They were aired by MPs, 
current and former minis- 
ters, including several who 
had once served under 
Suhano. academics and 
human rights and pro- 
democracy activists. 

They said an expanded 
investigation would lend 
credence to the govern- 
ment’s drive to fight cor- 
ruption and help restore 
confidence in the counuy 
and its government. 

Meanwhile Ghalib was 
quoted by the Antara news 
agency as saying Friday 
while on a visit to Banda 
Aceh in the Sumatran 
province of Aceh, that an 
investigation into govern- 
ment officials may take 
place after the probe on 
Suhano. 

“We wiJJ see later, after 
the investigation on 
Suharto," Ghalib said. 

“In any investigation, 
there is always a need to 
question other people, and 
we will question them.” he 
added. 


Basque rebel ceasefire begins in Spain 



MADRID (R) — Basque sepa- 
guerrillas put a bait to more 
Han three decades of violence 
a ceasefire that began 
fnday, a move greeted with 
some sopdtism by die Spanish 
government. 

The ETA began an “indefinite 
and total” ceasefire Friday, after 
aoKflocmg they would stop 
violence and uy to find a politi- 
cal solution to the violence that 
has wracked the province and 
clamed 800 lives in 30 years. 

Tl* ceasefire, apparently 
jtodefled oo the IRA’s mice in 
Northern Ireland, is the third to 
k iropkmented by foe rebel 
S^butihefiistwidioutacut- 
date. The last EIA ceasefire 
m tmd-1996 held for only one 


Masked and hooded ETA 
members were shown on British 
BBC television reading a four- 
page communique to announce 
die truce, which meant the sus- 
pension of all attacks by the 
rebels. 

But ETA left no doubt that its 
main goal was still to create an 
independent state in the Basque 
regions of northern Spain and 
southern France. 

The group also said it would 
not give up its arms — a crucial 
condition set by the government 

before it would start peace nego- 
tiations — saying they roust be 
retained in case members need- 
ed to defend themselves. 

The ceasefire was greeted cau- 
tiously by the Spanish govern- 
ment.’ which caDed on the sepa- 


ratists to back up their actions 
with words. 

Prime Minister Jose Maria 
Aznar, in a speech during a state 
visit to Peru Thursday, cautioned 
against over-optimism at the 
announcement, saying ETA had 
called ceasefires before but the 
killing had not stopped. 

There have been truces, 
negotiations. But what we have 
never seen is that ETA has lis- 
tened to the clamour for peace 
from citizens within the Basque 
country and outside it.” sad 
Aznar, who has spearfteaded a 
crackdown on the guerrilla 
group since taking office in mid- 
1996. 

Although his can nous reaction 
was echoed by other govern- 
ment ministers, many Basque 


politicians welcomed the cease- 
fire and said it was the first step 
towards peace. 

Basque regional president 
Jose Antonio Aidanza culled the 
truce a “historic milestone" and 
utged all political parties to work 
together to bring about peace. 

Xavier Arzallus, president of 
the moderate Basque Nationalist 
Party, said the ceasefire was a 
very important step. 

“Now it depends on us, the 
political and social forces, to 
take important and positive 
steps-, it’s our responsibility to 
ensure that this initiative ends 
with a definitive solution,” he 
said. 

Politicians and analysts said 
the decision by ETA to imple- 
ment a ceasefire was a sign thai 


the group had become increas- 
ingly isolated and needed to 
move toward political dialogue 
ii’it wanted to survive. 

The group's legal political 
arm. Hem Batasuna, spearhead- 
ed an unprecedented agreement 
last weekend calling tor multi- 
lateral peace talks including 
ETA 

Hem' Batasuna welcomed the 
{nice Thursday, but said peace 
had not yet arrived in the Basque 
region. 

A party spokesman justified 
the comments by saying there 
were still ETA prisoners in 
Spanish and French prisons, still 
a paramilitary Civil Guard pres- 
ence in the Basque country and 
a government policy of “pres- 
sure” in the region. 
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Albanian parliament 
strips Berisha of immunity 


TIRANA (AFP) — The 
Albanian parliament Friday 
voted to lift the parliamen- 
tary immunity of opposi- 
tion leader Sail Berisha, 
paving the way for his 
arrest and prosecution on 
charges of leading a coup 
bid. 

Of 113 deputies present 
at the session. 108 voted 
for the decision to lift 
Berisha’s parliamentary 
immunity, Nikoll Lesi, 
chairman of the Albanian 
assembly commission, 
said, adding that five votes 
were invalid. 

The prosecutor-general, 
Arben Rakipi, could now 
bring charges against 
Berisha and issue an arrest 
warrant, despite strong 
pressure by the internation- 
al community and the risk 
of creating new tensions in 
Albania. 

But he could also decide 
to bring charges while 
leaving Berisha free pend- 
ing trial, a parliamentary 
sources said. 

Charges of fomenting an 
uprising in Albania carry a 
maximum penalty of life in 
prison or the death penalty. 
Capital punishment, how- 
ever, has not been applied 
since 1994 as Albania 


wants to adapt its laws to 
European Council stan- 
dards. 

The Albanian daily 
Gazeta Shqiptare reported 
that Prime Minister Fatos 
Nano was hesitant about 
ahead with his pledge to 
arrest and prosecute 
Berisha due to strong inter- 
national pressure. 

Under the headline 
“Nano say no” the newspa- 
per said: “International 

pressure, rising tension in 
the country and the danger 
of making the former pres- 
ident a martyr of the 
Democratic Party are 
behind the Albanian leader- 
ship’s hesitancy to arrest 
(Berisha).” 

Western diplomatic 
sources confirmed that 
strong pressure was being 
applied on both sides to 
find a political solution to 
the crisis. 

The parliamentary deci- 
sion came as some 4,000 
supporters of the former 
president gathered in the 
capital’s central square to 
await the ruling. 

Heavily-armed units 
from the army meanwhile 
deployed throughout the 
city to ward off any vio- 
lence. Many were posi- 


tioned on rooftops while 
others controlled access to 
the capital. 

A defiant Berisha earlier 
called for a national upris- 
ing against the regime, 
telling Albanians they had 
to be ready to make “the 
supreme sacrifice.” 

“Be ready to make die 
supreme sacrifice," said the 
former president before a 
crowd of about 3.000 sup- 
porters gathered in front of 
his Democratic Party head- 
quarters. 

In a statement to 
reporters, he added that 
Albanians must be willing 
to die to gel rid of the 
“Fatos Nano clique.” 

“I am a resistance fighter. 
We don’t bargain with peo- 
ple who make false accusa- 
tions about crimes against 
humanity.” he said before 
leading his supporters in 
another protest march. 

Rioting Sunday and 
Monday following the 
killing of Berisha’s ally, 
deputy A zem Hajdari, left 
four people dead and about 
80 injured. 

Opposition supporters 
have since then been hold- 
ing daily marches demand- 
ing that Nano step down. 


Malaysia’s Anwar tells 
Mahathir to step down 


KUALA TERENGGANU. 
Malaysia (AFP) — Ousted 
deputy premier Anwar 
Ibrahim called on Prime 
Minister Mahathir 

Mohammad to step down 
Friday and said his wife 
would lead his reform 
movement if he were 
arrested. 

"Mahathir should resign 
as prime minister. I official- 
ly ask Dr. Mahathir to step 
down,” Anwar told a cheer- 
ing crowd of about 10.000 
in Kuala Ibai. some five 
kilometres south of the east 
coast city of Kuala 
Terengganu. 

Speaking after Friday 
prayers, the former finance 
minister told the crowd 
assembled at the Tengku 
Tengab Zabarah mosque 
that Mahathir would have 
to “bear the consequences" 
if he remained in power 
after 17 years. 

"I know Mahathir. There 
was no-one closer to 
Mahathir than me. I met 
him every morning. I guar- 
antee he will not step down. 
He will only step down 
when the people demand 
reforms,” he said. 


“If I am arrested, my wife 
Wan Azizah will take 
over,” said Anwar, who 
invited his wife up to the 
stage. "She's ready to carry 
on with the reforms.” 

Anwar accused Mahathir 
of harassing his family and 
friends with die detentions 
of a brother, a speech writer 
and two private secretaries. 
“Tomorrow, people will be 
angry with you. You are 
already 73 years old. I can 
forgive you and your 
friends but the people can- 
noL 

“I appeal to you to respect 
the law. If you don’t want 
to listen, you will have to 
bear the consequences. A 
prime minister who is fair 
will be supported but a 
prime minister who is cruel 
will be opposed," he added. 

Anwar, who is 51 years 
old, was speaking on the 
latest leg of a national tour 
which was to move later 
Friday to the neighbouring 
state of KelantanT the only 
state controlled by the 
opposition Islamic party. 

Mahathir fired his former 
protSgd on Sept. 2 amid 
police allegations ranging 


from sexual misconduct to 
sedition. Anwar says the 
allegations are all part of a 
high-level conspiracy to 
bring him down. 

“The reason why I was 
dismissed and expelled 
from the party was because 
they were afraid that I 
would make a challenge, so 
they killed my political 
career. 

"I know a lot of govern- 
ment secrets,” Anwar said. 
"1 want to say to Mahathir 
that if he’s really concerned 
with moral issues, he 
should look at his children 
and all their wealth as well 
as all the rich people.” 

Anwar specifically men- 
tioned business man Daim 
Zainuddin, a former 
finance minister and dose 
ally of Mahathir who was 
brought into the cabinet in 
June. 

“Check how much money 
he has," he said. “There are 
people who are afraid that 
all die dirty tricks will 
come to an end if .Anwar is 
elected. Believe me. 
they're afraid so they want 
to destroy my political 
career. 


Drug motive probed after 
1 8 Mexicans massacred 


ENSENADA, Mexico (R) 
— Gunmen lined up 19 peo- 
ple including six children 
and a baby against a wall and 
mowed them down after 
dragging them from their 
beds at a ranch near the U.S. 
border early Thursday, offi- 
cials said. 

Investigators immediately 
suspected a drug connection 
as the area is a major corridor 
for smuggling cocaine into 
the United States. 

The killings took place 
near the port and tourist city 
of Ensenada, about an hour’s 
drive south of the border 
linking San Diego in 
California and Tijuana in the 
Mexican state Baja 
California. 

One man survived the 
shootings but he was in criti- 
cal condition, officials said. 
A 1 5-year-old girl escaped 
deadi by hiding under a bed, 
San Diego radio station 
KOGO said. 

“Because of the way they 
were executed and the type 
of arms used this appears to 
be organised crime,” Baja 
California state Attorney 
General Marco Antonio de La 
Fuente told a news confer- 
ence. 

The government news 
agency Notimex, citing an 
interview with de la Fuente, 
said the surviving adult, 
Fermin Castro, 35, grew 

i 


marijuana for the Arellano 
Felix drag cartel, a notori- 
ously violent gang based in 
Tijuana. 

Television images from the 
scene showed men. women 
and children — including a 
baby in diapers — lying dead 
from gunshot wounds at the 
foot of a brick wall surround- 
ing a patio at a ranch home. 

Hundreds of spent shell 
casings from AK-47 assault 
rifles and other arms were 
littered about the patio, a 
Televisa network reporter 
who saw the bodies said 

The Red Cross classified 
the 18 victims as four men, 
five women, two adoles- 
cents, six children and one 
baby. 

Notimex reported that a 
van full of unidentified gun- 
men arrived in the predawn 
hours and pulled the victims 
out of bed. 

Media reports said the 
shootings took place 
between 3 a.m. and 5 a .m. 
local time. 

"Before foe police cleared 
out foe scene we saw a line 
of 19 bodies: men, women, 
children, babies, babies in 
diapers," Televisa nerwork 
reporter Jaime Nieto report- 
ed from the scene. 

"I don't have the words to 
describe it.” Hours later 
police cordoned off foe home 
but spattered blood was visi- 


ble on the walls. The area is 
controlled by the notoriously 
violent Tijuana-based 
Arellano Felix drug gang. 
Radio Red said 240 people 
have been gunned down in 
Tijuana so far this year. 

“It's obvious where this 
kind of violence comes 
from," Eugenio Carrillo, 
medical director for the Red 
Cross in Ensenada, told 
Reuters. “Of course ii’s 
drugs.” 

Neighbours said the 
extended family — three 
households of the surnames 
Castro, Jaime and Tovar — 
operated rodeos and night- 
clubs throughout Mexico. 
The ranch’s three-house 
complex, landscaped with 
palm irees and bougainvil- 
laea, includes a stable with 
more than a dozen horses. 
Cows grazed in nearby pas- 
tures. 

"They were a very nice 
family. They seemed to be a 
hard-working family,” 
Armando Contreras, a con- 
struction worker who knew 
the family for eigbi years, 
told Reuters. 

Asked if he thought the 
tragedy was tied to drugs, 
Contreras shook his head 
and said “No.” Some local 
media reports suggested a 
land dispute may have 
sparked foe murders. 
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Take courage 


PRIME MINISTER Fayez Tarawneh's policy 
statement to Parliament Thursday was candid 
and straightforward. From the onset, the prime 
minister stated that he and his cabinet colleagues 
have no magic wand to solve all the country's 
problems. Instead he called on every citizen to 
shoulder his/her responsibility in facing the chal- 
lenges. He said that realism, transparency and 
honesty would characterise the government's poli- 
cies ranging from international and regional 
affairs to economic and social concerns. Sound 
and fair inter-Arab relations, the prime minister 
pointed out, will be the foundation of the 
Kingdom's foreign policy. 

Although the policy statement did not include 
concrete ideas and plans to address the country’s 
domestic problems, the prime minister's promise 
of continuous dialogue with all sectors of society is 
a welcome pledge. 

The arenas requiring immediate attention have 
been the subject of the ongoing dialogue between 
HRH Crown Prince Hassan, the Regent, and these 
very same sectors. A courageous frontal assault 
on the problems that we face might at first stun 
the country, but the public would be won over if it 
began to see tangible results. 

Unemployment and poverty are truly formida- 
ble problems that require the full cooperation of 
all segments of society in order to effectively tack- 
le these grave ills. But foremost they require thor- 
ough research to identify their true magnitude so 
that appropriate measures can be formulated to 
combat them. 

Programmes of action on how to pull the nation- 
al economy up from its present downward course, 
the reaffirmation of our faith and confidence in 
privatisation and the consolidation of the positive 
attributes of free market economy as the basis for 
battling the current recession are all enormous 
tasks. Prioritising spending, for example, is an 
issue that needs a great deal of research before we 
identify the areas which can do with less funds and 
those that need more. 

In his policy statement, the prime minister noted 
that the accumulation of negative features and 
imbalances in the country 's economic, social and 
administrative structures have contributed to the 
current state of affairs. In this respect, additional 
and direct information on where the country may 
have gone wrong in the past is essential so that the 
public may also join in the efforts to deal with 
existing failings. 

It is unfortunate that any meaningful reference 
to the environment was missing in the policy state- 
ment despite the fact that pollution and environ- 
mental threats are substantial. It is not only water 
that matters when it comes to the preservation 
and protection of the country's ecosystem but a 
variety of other related issues that appear to have 
escaped the attention of the authorities or simply 
figured less prominently on the government agen- 
da. 

Still, what matters most is how the new govern- 
ment intends to translate its ideas into actions, and 
do so with a much needed sense of urgency. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


Al Ra'i's Mahmoud Rimawi criticised the United 
Nations for its decision to halt the Iraq sanctions 
reviews until Iraq reconsiders it decision to halt 
cooperation with the U.N. The writer said the reso- 
lution was unfair in linking Iraqi cooperation with 
the UNSCOM and reviewing the sanctions. The 
same resolution asked U.N. Secretary-General Kofi 
Annan to review the Iraq file personally and write a 
report on it. which is something Iraq has wanted for 
a long time, said Rimawi. France and Russia voted 
for the resolution for the larrer reason, said Rimawi. 


The resolution gives Annan the power he had earli- 
er this year when he conducted the famous agree- 


ment with Iraq, said Rimawi. The writer said the 
Security Council resolution serves Iraq, because it 
gives them the chance to cooperate with UNSCOM 
as well as the U.N. chief. 


Al Ra'i in its editorial discussed the peace process 
and the American attempts to save it. The paper 
lashed out at the Israeli Prime Minister Benyamin 
Netanyahu for his hardline policy. Netanyahu wants 
to destroy the peace process, because he believes 
that the Oslo Accords are a big loss for Israel, 
claimed the paper. Netanyahu wants to win the next 
elections by any means, even at the price of peace, 
said the paper. The paper called on the different par- 
ties to the peace process to stand against 
Netanyahu's policy, because leaving Netanyahu to 
go ahead with his radical policies will endanger the 
entire region. The paper also urged the United 
States, the European Union and the United Nations 
to make all possible efforts to save what is left from 
the dying peace. 


A panorama of tragedy killing peace 


A FEW DAYS ago in Amman Hamas celebrated the “mar- 
tyrdom” of two of its leaders in Hebron. 

Thousands of young Palestinian men chanted their 4 jihad 
songs' near the University of Jordan, while Mishaal, 
NazzaJ. Ghousheh and Abu Marzouq gave their sermons, 
vowing revenge against Israel. The Iranian ambassador 
and others attending the occasion were surprised by the 
multitudes and throngs of Hamas sympathisers as well as 
the highly pitched resolve to glorify their fighting squads. 
That raised the question: who is benefiting from this mis- 
erable panorama of daily events? Jewish settlers open fire 
at will at Palestinian schoolboys, killing one and seriously 
u'ounding another. A group of settlers try to create a fait 
accompli by building camps on Jabal Abu Ghneim. Prime 
Minister Benyamin Netanyahu promises settlers they will 
never be asked to leave their colonies in the West Bank. 
The Israeli government announces plans to expand settle- 
ments in “Judea and Samaria.” The Arab League calls for 
international sanctions to pressure Israel into respecting 
Arab and Palestinian rights. U.S. mediator Dennis Ross 
says there is some “progress” in his efforts to narrow the 
gaps between Israel and the Palestinians, but major issues 
remain unresolved in the quest for peace in the Middle 
East. Meanwhile, his boss in Washington is mired in an 
unprecedented sex-and-lies scandal that threatens to bring 
him down. 

Here in Jordan, we live in perpetual tension that 
Palestinian fury against their occupiers will lead to more 
violence and bloodshed which could spill over the border 
and upset the delicate balance we have precariously man- 
aged to create for ourselves, with the clear realisation that 
the slate of affairs here can be consolidated only if the 


Israelis and Palestinians make real peace. And, for many, 
it is business as usual in the Middle East five years after 
the much-praised Oslo agreements designed to heal the 
wounds of the region so that Arabs and Israelis can live 
together. But the region today is marked with tension and 
apprehension. From an external vantage point, it is all 
superficial and resembles a well-written and well-orches- 
trated play. But not so for the Palestinian people: they are 
living the agonies and suffering of lost opportunities with 
little hope that those loud voices that reaffirm support for 
their cause will actually metamorphose into deeds that will 
realise their hopes for freedom and a dignified life. What 
we saw and heard from Cairo on Thursday in' terras of 
Arab support for the Palestinian cause and Palestinian 
leader Yasser Arafat's appeal for backing in his proposed 
move to declare an independent state in May 1999 regard- 
less of the outcome of the Oslo process, was simple 
rhetoric that means very tittle when it comes to telling 
Israel that the Arab World stands together in a concerted 
drive to resolve the Palestinian problem once and for all. 
The only sign that gave us some hope was the television 
and photo images of Arafat being helped to climb a step by 
Esmat Abdul Meguid. secretary-general of the Arab 
League, and. more importantly, Syrian Foreign Minister 
Farouk Al Sharaa. Indeed it might have been a simple 
human gesture on the part of Sharaa, but then, knowing as 
we do the workings of the Syrian mind, we do see it as a 
positive sign that Syria might after all be coming to terms 
with the realities of the Oslo agreement regardless of 
whether Damascus liked the idea of the Palestinians going 
it alone. with the Israelis. 

We have indeed been looking for signs from Damascus 


in recent davs that Syrian President Hafez Al Assad might 
after all be'readv to live with not only the Oslo agree- 
ments, but also the Jordanian-Israeb peace treaty of 1994. 
— perhaps the two keys to lifting the logjam in efforts for 
a concerted Arab strategy to confront the Israeli mtransi- 


View from the East 


Lessons from history 


The writer is a Palestinian journalist liv- 
ing in Jerusalem. He is the director of the 
Institute of Modem Media at At Quds 
University. He will he contributing his 
column every Thursday-Friday to the 
Jordan Times. 


By Daoud Kuttab 


ONE OF THE least understood aspects 
of living under occupation is the nature 
of the relationship between the occupier 
and the occupied. A foreign military 
occupation is like no other repressive 
rule. There is absolutely no limit as to 
what the occupier can and will do. The 
feelings and lives of the occupied are not 
part of the natural considerations of those 
in power. The dynamics of a government 
being responsive to its citizens who ulti- 
mately decide on this government's polit- 
ical fate, don't apply in the case of a 
country occupying another people 
against their will. 

As a journalist I have often thought 
about this issue. In a normal setting, jour- 
nalists write about an issue of public 
interest- The Issue becomes of public 
concern, governments who are chosen by 
the people are aware of public opinion 
and try in one way or another to address 
that concern. Obviously in repressive 
societies the system doesn't work like 
thaL But even in such repressive regimes 
civil government made up of the same 
nationality as the citizens under its rule 
have limits as to what they will allow to 
happen to their citizens. 

In the case of Palestinians living under 
Lsraeli occupation, which includes the 2.6 
million living in Gaza and the West Bank 
(including East Jerusalem) the situation 
is unique. Israeli rulers from a private sol- 
dier to the Israeli minister of defence 
have little interest in the lives of 
Palestinians under their rule. We see that 
from the way they deal with Palestinians 
at checkpoints to military orders signed 
by the minister. The Israeli rulers don't 
meet Palestinians in the supermarket, 
don’t go to school with them, and most 
importantly. Palestinians don’t vote for 
the Israeli parliament or for the Prime 
Minister — ultimately, why should 
Netanyahu and his government care, 
when Palestinians don't cast the vote 
which determines whether they stay or 
not? From their point oF view, what Israel 


does or doesn't do to Palestinians is 
entirely up to it and its benevolence. 

When normal countries face security 
threats from within or from without they 
take special precautions both on the intel- 
ligence level as well as in the streets. But 
no mutter how serious and dangerous the 
threat is. normal govern ments do not 
cany out widespread restrictions on their 
own people. They take special cure not to 
interrupt normal life. In countries that are 
not military dictatorships, political lead- 
ers refuse to allow- the security people to 
run havoc into the country even if it is 
done in the name of national security. 

Last week, after Israel assassinated 
two Palestinian Islamic militants the 
security apparatus acted with impunity 
towards the Palestinian people. More 
than two million people were literally 
locked up in one large prison. 

Workers were barred from going to 
work in Jerusalem and in Israel. Families 
were not allowed to travel into or through 
Israel. Palestinians from the West Bank 
who found themselves in Gaza when the 
closure was announced, were told they 
had to wait four more days until a special 
bus was organised to take them home. 
Travellers coming through the Rafah 
crossing from Egypt were denied entry 
through Israel to the West Bank. 
Students, mothers, business people, taxi 
drivers, lovers, doctors, engineers etc. 
were not allowed to travel to Jerusalem 
or into or through Israel. 

Wide ranging repressive decisions like 
closures, violate the Geneva Convention 
which considers collective punishment 
illegal according to international treaties. 
In addition, deciding to implement mea- 
sures such as closures, reflect more and 
more the apartheid-like discriminatory 
policy' of the state of Israel. When Israelis 
are killed, as in the Hebron incident two 
weeks ago. all Palestinians in Hebron are 
punished by being placed under a curfew. 
This is explained us a policy of deter- 
rence: making Palestinians pay a high 
price for the actions of their fellow 
nationals, so the theory goes, will influ- 
ence militants not to carry out any more 
acts of violence. When Palestinians arc 
killed, as happened last week, a closure is 
imposed in order to prevent Palestinian 
acts of retaliation. So, whether Israelis or 
Palestinians are killed the Palestinian 
public is made to pay a price. And since 


closures only affect those with permits 
(and therefore security clearance) the 
futility of this action from a security per- 
spective becomes evident. 

Palestinians can scream and shout as 
much as they want. They can protest at 
checkpoints, in the press, even at the 
U.N., but Israelis don’t care. They speak 
and understand another language (both 
figuratively and practically)? and there- 
fore care very little about the conditions 
of the people under their rule. I remem- 
ber once complaining to a military offi- 
cial about the closure of Palestinian 
schools. He told me that children from 
that school threw stones at Israelis. 1 
asked him if he was interested in a fool 
proof method of slopping the large num- 
ber of Israelis dying in road accidents. A 
bit confused about the reason for me ask- 
ing he said yes. I told him the solution is 
veiy simple: ban all cars from driving on 
the roads in Israel and you will eradicate 
road fatalities. 

Normal countries don't act this way, 
because they understand that life needs to 
go on and they try to find other means to 
solve the problem. Bui if you arc a mili- 
tary official, with the power to do as you 
please, and with no concern for how it 
will affect the lives of ordinary citizens, 
you can act with impunity. 

Five years ago, when the Oslo agree- 
ment was signed, Palestinians were hop- 
ing that their lives would no longer be 
controlled by a foreign military power. At 
best we hoped that the Palestinian 
National Authority would be able to 
defend our case when the military acted 
with impunity. Neither of these hopes 
have been fulfilled. 

During the Oslo implementation nego- 
tiations Shimon Peres once said, “we are 
negotiating with ourselves.” Every now 
and then, we notice that the Israeli mili- 
tary negotiates with itself. They decide to 
ease the closure here, allow a few work- 
ers to enter there and permit Palestinian 
products to cross the Green Line. The 
FNa has long been too politically crip- 
pled to be able to stand up to the Israelis 
in defence of the average Palestinian. 

In view of all this, the only real conso- 
lation for Palestinians arc the lessons 
from history. We leant from history that 
no country, no matter how strong and 
powerful it is, can rale over another peo- 
ple for ever. 


gt But those signals have not materialised, at least notyeL 
If anythin 11 Syria might indeed be contemplating how best 
to hit back at Jordan for its decision to join Turkey in mil- 


itary training missions. . , 

But, Sharaa’s gesture to help Arafat climb a difficult 
step, also indicates a Syrian willingness to appreciate that 
Arafat is indeed in a very difficult situation and can do 
without Damascus messing it up further. 

ThaL however, should not take us away from the focal 
point of the .conflict and the reasons that prompt us to 
reach for and cling to straws such as Sharaa's arm helping 
Arafat. What we, both Arabs and Israelis, risk today is 
another explosion of violence in the region as a result of 
seething Palestinian frustration. That could explain why 
thousands of young university Palestinians joined Hamas 
last Tuesday echoing the same commitment as Mishaal, 
vowine to fight along with Hizbollah. the Israeli occupa- 
tion for ever. 

That frustration might not have as much to do with the 
stalled 13 per cent withdrawal plan as with the bitter real- 
ity that five years after the historic occasion when the 
Palestinians and Israelis signed their first ever agreement 
Palestinian hopes for freedom and dignity have actually 
been set back rather than advanced. This anti-peace 
Netanyahu policy came as a God-sent gift to Hamas, 
Saddam, Assad and Hizbollah. 



Regional peace, 
government policy 
under close scrutiny 


Reviewed by 
Mohammad Ben 


Hussein 


Columnists last week com- 
mented on the American influ- 
ence on the Arab World, the 
appointment of Taker Masri 
and Ahmad Obeidat as sena- 
tors, the Saudi crown prince’s 
visit to Europe, the peace 
process and the policy of the 
Tarawneh government. 


Al Ra’i’s Fahed Fanek com- 
mented on the situation in the 
region saying it is totally con- 
trolled by the United States 
and Europe. He said Arab oil 
is under U.S. control, and 
Europe gets its share by buy- 
ing it at minimal 

prices. The Arab 
Nation is the , '' 
only side / 
which does / 
not have a / 
role in the / 


w 


region, 
argues I 

Fanek. \ 

The Arab \ 

World sup- \ 
pons the \ 

United States' 
policy in the 
region even though 

Washington supports Israel, 
said the writer. The Arab 
regimes accept the European 
economic role with its politi- 
cal defects. Fanek charged 
that Arabs love to hear race 
slogans chanted even if they 
are never fulfilled. Europe 
should not be blamed for its 
negative role in the region, 
because it is incapable of 
competing with the United 
States, and there is no benefit 
in antagonising Washington if 
its interests in the region are 
protected, added Fanek. 


troops in the region, as well 
as the failure of the American 
administration in its efforts to 
revive the peace process . 
added to the fluctuation of oil 
prices has made Riyadh move 
to try to regain the strategic 
influence it lost after the Golf 
war, claimed Massarwa. The 
Saudi leadership is involved 
in a concerted effort to 
improve its relations with die 
world starting in the Gulf 
region, said the writer, where 
they have started improving 
ties with Iran after tense rela- 
tions for many years. 
According to English offi- 
cials. Pnnee Abdullah will 
qpen the Iraqi file with the 
Americans and the Europeans 
during his visit, said 
^•-v v Massarwa. He 
I \ claimed that 
\ most Golf 
\ countries. 

\ including 
\ Saudi 
Arabia, 

: I are fed up 

/ with the 
/ American 
/ stance con- 
■ / ceming Iraq. 
^ • The writer 

expected the visit 

to be successful due to 
the stability and credibility of 
the Saudi leadership. 


Al Dustour’s Jihad Momani 
praised the appointment of 
Taher Masri and Ahmad 
Obeidat as senators in the 
Upper House. Momani said 
the Obeidat appointment is 
very significant to Jordan- 
Israel relations because 
Obeidat former prime minis- 
ter, firmly opposed all forms 
of normalisation with the 
Jewish state. Obeidat was 
always against boosting 
Jordanian ties with Israel, the 
Wadi Araba agreement and 
the cultural and economic 
exchanges between the two 
countries, said Momani. the 
writer said Masri s opposition 
to some Jordanian political 
decisions, comes from a 
belief in the welfare of Jordan. 
The incentive behind the 
appointment of Obeidat and 
Masri is die change in region- 
al circumstances, "said 
Momani, who added that the 
government has a space for all 
political orientations if all 
have the good of the country 
al heart. 


Al Dustour in its editorial 
discussed recent efforts to 
break the deadlock in the 
peace process. The paper 
expected the American envoy 
to the region, Dennis Ross, to 
return to Washington empty- 
handed. The only way to force 
the peace march bade on "the 
road is through American 
pressure on the hardline poli- 
cies of the Israeli Prime 
Minister Benyamin 

Netanyahu, said the paper. 
Washington is now busy with 
internal disputes triggered by 
Clinton’s sexual escapades, so 
the U.S. is too busy to exert 
any kind of pressure on 
Netanyahu to succumb to 
Israeli obligations under the 
Oslo Accords, said the Arabic 
daily. Netanyahu will be able 
to kill Ross’ current effort to 
push forward the pexe exact- 
ly the way he did with previ- 
ous efforts, added die paper. 


Al Ra’i’s Tareq Massarwa 
commented on Saudi Crown 
Prince AbduDah Ben Abdul 
Aziz’s visit to Europe and the 
United Slates. The presence 
of the American and Western 


Al Ra'i’s Fahed Fanek criti- 
cised the government policy 
statement as not enough to 
show the real intentions of ti* 
government The statement 
argues Fanek. is designed to 
satisfy the deputies in order w 
win the vote of confidence. 
The writer called for a dia- 
logue within the government 
and between the government 
and the private sector in order, 
to improve situation m the 
Kingdom. He said the private 
sector must tell the govern- 
ment what it wants, and ite 
government as well, must toll 
the private sector what > l 
wants in return. He said pw 
pie have a right to know the* 
government’s tnie intentions 
before the first 100 days » 
they may prepare for events®* 
they unfold, said Fanek. 
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For Palestinians in Gaza peace bears bitter fruit 
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By Lee Hockstader 

IN GAZA’S Jabalya Refugee Camp, a slice of real 
estate twice as crowded as Manhattan and scarred 
with rancid fields of garbage, Hussein Radwan 
(.*011015 as one of the lucky ones. He has a job. 

Granted the work isn't much. Radwan spends 
six days a week bent over a sewing machine in a 
svvctttibop whose single concession to comfort is 
an overhead fan that stirs the thick summer air. For 
a 12 -hour day stitching together denim skins, he 
makes $5.40 — just 45 cents an hour. 

But with well over a third of Gazans lookina for 
work. Radwan knows better than to complain? “In 
this job 1 can learn new skills,” the 17-year-old 
Palestinian said tactfully. ‘Things could be worse.” 

For many Palestinians, they are. And that has 
come as a bitter shock to people here who were 
certain that the 1 993 Oslo accord with Israel would 
deliver at least a measure of prosperity along with 
its promise of peace. 

Instead, most Palestinians have become poorer 
since the peace agreement was signed five years 
ago. Incomes, buying power and private invest- 
ment have plunged while the number of families 
living in poverty have swelled. 

That is particularly true in Gaza, a 140-square- 
mile strip of sand, sun-scorched apartment blocks 
and squalid refugee camps stretched along the 
Mediterranean Sea. 

It was Gaza's Jabalya Refugee Camp that gave 
birth to the intifada, the 1987-93 uprising against 
the Israeli occupation. But the mood today in 
Jabalya, if anything, is meaner and more sullen 
than in the adrenaline-charged days of the intifada, 
when a generation of teenagers came of age in 
daily battle with the Israelis, residents say. 

Now, the Israeli soldiers have withdrawn from 
most of Gaza, leaving rising poverty, crowding and 
biiremess in their wake. 

“The economic situation in Gaza has deteriorat- 
ed dramatically in the years of peace, which is a 
very strange phenomenon,” said Khaled Abdel - 
Shaft, a Palestinian economist who sits on the Gaza 


City council. “At first there was a lot of talk of 
Gaza becoming lire Singapore of die Middle East 
That's why. to a great extent, people supported the 
peace agreement, which in many ways is a bad 
deal for the Palestinians. They hoped at 
least the econornic situation would 
improve” 

The fear is that Palestinians will give up 
on the fraying Middle East peace process 
as their hopes for prosperity fade. 

Already, support is inching higher for 
Sheikh Ahmed Yassin, founder and spiri- 
tual leader of the militant Islamic group 
Hamas, according to polling data. If 
peace means impoverishment, some 
Palestinians say, why should they support 

The question is all the more apt given 
the benefits die Oslo accord has brought 
to Israel. 

Although the Israeli economy lately has 
hit a rocky patch, with joblessness creep- 
ing toward 10 per cent, it boomed in the 
mid-1990s. Most Israelis arc better off 
now than they were when Israeli Prime 
Minister Yitzhak Rabin and Palestinian 
leader Yasser Aralbi shook hands at the 
White House five years ago. 

The same cannot be said for Palestini- 
ans. however, especially in Gaza. 

“The Palestinian economy is in crisis — 
a crisis measured not just in terms of 
declining income but also of declining 
hope,” Stuart E. Eizenstar. U.S. under-sccretary of 
state, told an Israeli audience in June. “We are at 
risk of diminishing the constituency for peace, not 
only among die public at large but increasingly 
among Palestinian business people.” 

To understand one of the reasons why the Pales- 
tinian economy has nosedived, it is helpful to pay 
a pre-dawn visit to the Erez Crossing, one of the 
few transit points between Israel and the Gaza 
Strip. 

At 5 a.m., a half-moon still hangs in the purplish 


sky. but the rush for the exits has already been on 
for an hour. Swarms of men — few women make 
the crossing — walk briskly to the Israeli security 
checkpoints, smoking their fust cigarettes of the- 



The squalor of the Gaza camps (file photo) 

day. They kick up a haze of dirt and sand that hangs 
like a shroud over a small army of vendors selling 
falafe! and sweets, yoghurt and hummus. 

About 50,000 Palestinian workers, half of them 
from Gaza, cross into Israel proper every day to 
work in fields, factories, homes and gardens. By 
Palestinian standards, their wages are good — two 
or three times more than they could earn for a day’s 
work in Gaza. 

Yet the number of Palestinians authorised to 
work in Israel is down by half from a decade ago. 


From Gaza, it has fallen by wo thirds. 

Beginning with the intifada, Israel slashed the 
number of' Palestinian workers it admitted each 
day. While the government gradually has eased up 
in the last two years by handing out 
more work permits, it has not made 
up for the lost earnings. 

What’s more, sporadic Israeli clo- 
sures of Gaza and the West Bank, in 
response to Palestinian terror attacks, 
prompted Jewish-owned businesses 
to seek a more reliable supply of 
labour. That led Israel’s previous 
government to admit a huge influx of 
foreign workers, many of them from 
Romania and other East European 
countries. 

The result: dwindling demand for 
Palestinian workers and less cash 
coming into Gaza's economy, where 
incomes are already half those of the 
West Bank — and a tenth those in 
Israel. 

"Savings are gradually being 
exhausted,” said Abdel-Shafi, the 
city council member. “People are 
selling their valuables. [Foreign] 
assistance compensates somewhat 
for a drop in private savings, but it 
won’t go on forever.” 

Palestinian and foreign analysts 

also have blamed Israeli policies for 
the isolation of Gaza residents from 
their natural economic partners, the 1.7 million 
Palestinians in the West Bank. Some 1 6.000 Pales- 
tinian businessmen — from Gaza and the West 
Bank — have permits to enter Israel every day, but 
only S00 are allowed to travel freely between Gaza 
and the Vtesr Bank. 

The Oslo peace accords offered a blueprint for 
what amounted to a free-trade zone between Israel 
and the West Bank and Gaza. But what has evolved 
in practice is very different Israel does not charge 
duty on products from Gaza or the West Bank, but 


its stringent security checks result in delays, higher 
transport costs and uncompetitive goods. 

“I’ve seen them X-ray ice cream in the summer, 
taking it out of the truck box by box.” said Salem 
Ajluni, an American economist working for the 
United Nations in Gaza. Tve seen eggs scanned 
by metal detectors ” 

According to Eizenstat, Palestinian entrepre- 
neurs have complained it is cheaper to ship goods 
from the West Bank to Venice than from the West 
Bank to Gaza. As a result. Gaza mokes do with 
more expensive goods produced in Israel. 

“Now we are living in a very high-security jail,” 
said Awni Hasham. who owns a business that 
makes and sells office furniture in Gaza City. 'We 
live in a very closed area, paying every penny we 
have for electricity, water, a place to live. This jail 
is the responsibility of both sides — the Palestinian 
Authority and Israel. They put us in this situation.” 

At no point in recent history — not before Israel 
captured Gaza in 1967 and began its military occu- 
pation. nor after, including since Israel withdrew its 
troops from Gaza four years ago and Yasser 
Arafat's Palestinian Authority took over — has 
Gaza had an economic development plan. Lacking 
natural resources, Gaza languished as a supplier of 
cheap labour to Israel. 

Thai was supposed to change after Israel and the 
Palestinians set a course toward peace in 1993. 
Marriott made plans to build a 2 00- room hotel, an 
investment of SS0 million that would showcase 
Gaza's spectacular beach. Calvin Klein expressed 
interest in building a factory. 

But private investors became scarce as the peace 
process began to fray. Marriott froze its hotel plan 
after doing some landscaping. Calvin Klein 
seemed to disappear. 

“For years we were asleep and dreaming of the 
future and our freedom,” said Hasham. “And sud- 
denly we woke up to see the future as if is. And it’s 
not so good.” 


— International HerulJ Tribune 
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A modern Shiite: Sheikh Hassan Nasrallah 


David Gardner mlks to the man who has taken 
Hizbollah awayfivm its violent roots and towanls a 
more responsible civil role in Lebanon 

THE SOUTH Lebanon Army (SLA) — Israel's 
mercenaries in south Lebanon — is on the run. The 
disintegration of their motley force means that 
Israel’s elite troops have been thrust into the last 
active front-line of die Arab-Isroeli conflict, where 
they are now enduring a politically costly scream of 
casualties at the hands of Hizbullah, the Shiite Mus- 
lim /undamentilisr movement spearheading the 
fight against the occupation. Few people are happi- 
er about this than Sheikh Hassan Nasrallah, Hizbol- 
lah’s leader. 

Tn the past die discussion was about the fate of 
the (SLA) officers in the event of a settlement. Now 
they want guarantees even in the absence of any 
agreement,” he said in an interview at his safe-house 
in Bir A1 Abed, the heart of the Party of God’s 
stronghold in the suburbs of Beirut. “No doubt their 
morale must have deteriorated a lot” 

The government of Benyamin Netanyahu, Israel’s 
right-wing nationalist prime minister, has offered to 
withdraw if the Lebanese army — reconstituted 
from the sectarian militias which virtually destroyed 
Lebanon as a country in the 1975-90 civil war — 
guarantees the security of its northern bolder. Syria. 


which deploys 35,000 troops to dominate Lebanon, 
insists on an unconditional withdrawal as stipulat- 
ed in U.N. Security Council Resolution 425 of 
1978. 

In Israel, Lebanon and Syria, many believe Mr. 
Netanyahu will soon withdraw anyway: under attri- 
tion; keen to pose as a peacemaker despite his 
unwillingness to surrender the conquered Palestin- 
ian and Syrian land which would make regional 
peace possible: and betting that the sectarian 
Lebanese, artificially united by the Israeli occupa- 
tion, would then turn their discontent on Syria, or 
perhaps themselves, again. 

Sheikh Nasrallah does not buy that “Netanyahu,” 
he says, “is an opportunist, but he won’t do it. It 
would be to admit defeat at the hands, not even of 
an army, but a certain group (Hizbollah). They 
would be stigmatised as losers, which would only 
encourage the Palestinians to redouble their efforts 
against die occupation of their land (by Israel).” 

Hizbollah 's agenda has long since moved beyond 
the resistance to Israel which has earned it prestige 
in politically fragmented Lebanon. Ir has come a 
long way since the infamous sincide-bombings and 
kidnappings of westerners of the early 1980s. 
Sheikh Nasrallah is now bidding ro join the 
Lebanese government. He also believes that the rise 
of Mohammad Khaiami, the reformist president of 


Iran, is a model of enlightened Islam which is 
sketching out a paih for the region towards moder- 
nity and democracy. 

Hizbollah was inspired and initially financed by 
the Shiite Islamic revolution in Iran and is licensed 
by Syria in a proxy conflict through which Damas- 
cus hopes to recover the Israeli-occupied Golan 
Heights. It was bom of Israel’s invasion of Lebanon 
in 1982, which three years later Hizbollah fighters 
suicide-bombed back into the southern border 
enclave. 

Hizbollah now has an impressive social and polit- 
ical network: hospitals, schools, a public housing 
unit and a widely watched TV station, mosques, 
orphanages, and the most assiduous faction in a par- 
liament full of clan leaders and sectarian hacks. 
Since Lebanon’s recent and first municipal elections 
in 35 years, Hizbollah can also claim to be the lead- 
ing organisation of the Shi'a. the largest of 
Lebanon’s communities. 

Much of this is down to Sheikh Nasrallah, whose 
name means “God’s victory.” Now 38, he took over 
the organisation in 1992 after his predecessor. 
Sheikh Abbas Musawi. was assassinated in an 
Israeli helicopter ambush, and he has just been 
reelected to a third term as secretary-general. Wear- 
ing the black turban of a Sayyid — or descendant of 
the Prophet Mohammad — he is precise in fris 


answers which are devoid of rhetoric but laced with 
acerbic humour. 

“Yes,” he says, "Hizbollah does foresee eventual 
entry into the government. It’s a question of timing 
and whether we can get elements of our programme 
considered." A new government is expected at the 
end of November, after parliament elects a new 
[Christian) president, who appoints the executive 
(Sunni Muslim) prime minister, expected to be 
Rafiq A 1 Hariri, the billionaire construction tycoon 
and current premier who has staked his career on 
the renaissance of Beimt- 

“We want a government of institutions, with min- 
isters who make decisions, not the board of a cor- 
poration” — a reference to Mr. Hariri's no-hon- ' 
sense, businessman's approach to his project of 
rebuilding Beirut as the Middle East’s financial cen- 
tre. He wants, too, “a professional and honest civil 
service regardless of religion'’ to replace the sectar- 
ian quota system imposed by some of the corrupt 
warlords arid feudal dan leaders in today's cabinet 
And priority to the fight against joblessness and 
poverty. 

Hizbollah has long eschewed the idea of an Islam- 
ic state in Lebanon, pursuing instead a programme 
which is almost Blairite in its pragmatism. 

It has been encouraged in this by the impact of 
President Khatami's Islamic democracy project in 


Iran, which: if successful in its attempt ro make gov- 
ernment accountable to the rule of law and the 
assent of the governed, will challenge the fossilised 
despotism benighting most of the Arab World. 

What is going on in Iran “presents a model and an 
example,” says Sheikh Nasrallah. 'There are a lot of 
models. Some of them very dangerous like the Tale- 
ban” — the neo-medieval Sunni militia which has 
conquered most of Afghanistan with Saudi Arabian 
and Pakistani backing and U.S. logistics support. 

This is the “Made in USA” combination, he 
points out, which backed the Mujahedeen resistance 
to the Soviet invasion in the 1980s and bequeathed 
the “Arab- Afghan” phenomenon — former Arab 
volunteers in that war who now turn their guns on 
their governments and U.S. targets. 

It suits the U.S„ he says, to "show Islam as igno- 
rance, savagery, the degradation of women, a 
regression to factional warfare, and to teach this not 
as propaganda but through groups to which they 
give arms.” 

In Iran, by contrast, “what is being presented is an 
enlightened and tolerant Islam, based on the origins 
of our religion. This model will have a gradual and 
positive impact on the Arab World, affecting its peo- 
ple, and through them its governments." 

— Financial Tunes 
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By Edgar Fontaine, Dlghton, Massachusetts 
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ACROSS 
1 Wile of a rajah 

61 _-Tene, 
Guadeloupe 



S Chew noisily 

62 'Biloxi Blues* 

[ 
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10 Accumulate 

playwright 


break - •• 


15 Storage structure 

63 Packing material 
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.. In: 

19 Tennis situation. 

65 Hackneyed 
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for short 

66 Flailing In 
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20 Taxi' dispatcher 

69 Reprobates 




21 Shade of purple 

70 Protection, of a 


to me r >r _ 


22 Goddess of the 

sort 


returr ’••• 


moon 

72 Jamaican musk: 

r 

hande.l 

h. 

23 Temporary 

73 Sheridan and 

i 
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structure? 

Miller 

the ot.?.- 


25 Recreational 

74 Slacken 

# 

road 

n.ii * p^- 

vehicle 

76 Witches 
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u "\ f V 

27 Rolling grasslands 

77 McCarthytem 



28 Small songbirds 

letters 

* 

cies • '- r ■’ 

H-U* 

30 Commands 

78 Muscle spasm 


Mini.-?- : 


31 Nice legs: slang 

79 Wbrship 


Seuvv - 

*ui.\ 

32 Dresses in 

60 Golfer Stewart 


33 .Smelting residue 

82 Elevate 

ii 

Wa-hir.c: -v 

... 

34 Quaking trees 

83 Plotters 

f 
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37 Fine-grained silica 

85 Granges 

38 Keyboard element 

86 Stroked lightly 
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42 Reek 

87 Solitary 
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<3 Take after 

88 Between then and 
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44 Valentine shape 

now 

u 
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45 Grow old 

89 Expeditious 

;S 



46 Ancient people of 

gfl Female graduate 


Nrjsh • 


northern Britain 

93 Nativity 

1- 
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47 Wtngflke 

94 Sotar system 
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48 Trass* and The 

models 
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Raven,* e.g. 

98 Swimmers' 
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49 WHd shot 

protection 
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50 One of T.-Tumer's 
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push 


channels 

devices 
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51 Shore 

102 Fragrance 
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transportation? 

103 Glorify 
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54 Rafs fife 

104 Dispatch boat 
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55 Worked up 

105 Demo ending? 
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58 Covers with fat 

106 Coin flip 

id 

59 Lynx or tiger 

107 Lacostaand 
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Russo 
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sympathetic 

108 Pleasure cruiser 
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concern 

109 Youngsters 
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.show 
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DOWN 

1 Abrasive tad 

2 Hebrew month 

3 Plata's sister ship 

4 Impoverished 

5 Insurance cases 

6 Firefighter's 



7 Inringenders. 

8 1,000,000: slang 

9 Runts 

10 BnsteJn or Gore 

1 1 Bearings 

12 lamentart cry 

13 us defense grp. 

14 Students 

16 Oozy sediment 

16 Colossal 

17 An print abbr. 

18 Periods of fight 
J{ TMm a hanefle 

zfi.LeaRtepkrtfpaJl 

29 Seldom eeen 


32 Pier 

33 Canned-pork 
product 

34 Pet watchdog org. 

35 Smarting pain 

36 Shore fare, often 

37 Beet with thick 
stalks 

36 Kernels 

39 Trunks, e-g. 

40 Once more 

41 Hasidic teacher 

43 Supftied hints 

44 Tribe on the move 

47 Fall flower 

48 Unit Of 
astonomlcaf 
length 

49 Beauty parlor 

52 Actress Vivian 

53 Tobacco kHrts 

54 Partial: pref. 

56 Fireside yams 


57 God of war 
59 Soma 

Scandinavians 

61 Entirely physical 

62 Blockade 

63 College groups, 
briefly 

64 Type of column 

65 Former Russian 
rolers 

66 Tilts 

67 Russian 
proclamation 

68 Walked worrieefly 
71 Greeting-card 

message, typically 

74 Former Coman 
leader 

75 Make a hole 

77 Three consecutive 


79 In the company of 


80 Breathe heavily 
61 Castle entrance 
B2 Repair a hem 

84 Fudd and Gantry 

85 Initial ones 

86 ImHale without 
comprehension 

68 Edge along 

89 New 

90 Oodles 

91 Italian beach 

92 Space saucers, 
briefly 

93 Grain coat 

94 Auricular 

95 Cross inscription 

96 MUdoath 

97 Fast planes, for 
short 

99 issues pink slip 
101 Gardner of The 
KiH&rt* 


Last Sunday's Crossword Solved 



Corruption: Facing the seamy 
side of economic failure 


By Flora Lewis 

THE TABOO word “corruption" is now 
front and centre at international confer- 
ences on development, no longer the 
dirty word that no one is prepared to 
speak. This is a notable advance, because 
it is leading to some practical exchanges 
on how to deal with it. 

The spreading economic crisis — East 
Asia. Russia, Latin America, perhaps 
Wall Street — has everyone worried. But 
the slogging effort to promote develop- 
ment is going on, with the same insis- 
tence that it depends on attracting invest- 
ment. Abandoning globalisation is not 
one of the many lessons to draw from 
collapsing regional market:, was the 
conclusion at a meeting here. 

It was the second Mediterranean 
Development Forum, sponsored by the 
World Bank and 10 think tanks in the 
area, with the idea of giving experts in 
the South a better chance to compare 
experiences and speak to each other, as 
well as to talk back to the hectoring 
North. 

Some 450 people from 40 countries 
were present. They were neither big 
businessmen nor top officials but the 
kind of people who do the research and 
study the specifics underlying grand the- 
ories. 

They were prepared to be blunt about 
why the Middle East-North Africa 
region is lagging behind some other 
parts of the world in economic growth, 
and they don’t see crashing, as some 
“miracle” economies have done, as a 
reason to avoid pushing forward. 

Rather, to a large extent, the focus was 
on reinforcing and assuring gains by 
broad public participation and better 
governance. The view was that open 
societies are better able to weather eco- 
nomic storms. 

“Decentralisation” and "transparency” 
are the jargon words now, and they mean 
promoting civil liberties and account- 
ability, which are both in short supply in 
the area. 

One careful studv showed that coun- 


tries which permit strikes and demon- 
strations do not suffer the expectable set- 
backs but rather do better with invest- 
ment projects than those with a firm sur- 
face stability achieved by repression. 
Tolerating "public expression of social 
tensions” rams out ro be an economic 
plus. 

Corruption is recognised as a severe 


To fight 
corruption, 
‘tackle the 
easy 

. problems 
| first’, and 
then 
‘fry the big fish) 

economic as well as social malady, and 
the arguments that it "greases the 
wheels” or “is part of the culture," or that 
“everybody does iC were roundly 
rejected. It is just that corruption is hard 
to fight when interests and habits are so 
deeply entrenched. But it can be done. 

Ronald McLean Abaroa. a former 
mayor of La Paz. Bolivia, told how he 
turned around an impossible situation in 
his city in a couple of years and went on 
to be elected to four terras. “Start in your 
own house, your own party," he said. 
“Tackle the easy problems first,” to show 
early success and raise, confidence. “Fry 
the big fish,” to show that you mean it 
The audience was rapt 
Farida Allaghi, who identified herself 
as a director of the Arab Gulf Pro- 


gramme based in Riyadh, but turned out 
to be a Libyan exile, rose to make an 
impassioned response about the need she 
sees for such programmes. She is 51, 
American-educated and the mother of 
rwo daughters, she said afterward. And 
“I am angry." 

She said she had no trouble function- 
ing as a woman in Saudi Arabia, 
although she does refrain from driving a 
car and wears a veil there. ” It's a local 
custom, like an Indian woman in a sari. 
It doesn't bother me.” But she was both- 
ered by the question whether she would 
have dared to make the same public 
statement of contempt for the way things 
work if she were back home. She didn't 
answer. 

Daniel Kaufmann of the World Bank 
offered a Jong, detailed study of practical 
ways to go about fighting endemic cor- 
ruption, including die necessity of penal- 
ising both the givers and the receivers of 
bribes. 

The OECD, representing the world’s 
industrial states, has agreed that its mem- 
bers should stop allowing tax deductions 
for bribes paid to do business abroad, 
and make the payments a crime. That, 
said Mr. Kaufmann. ”is the easier first 
stage.” He suggests incentives for hon- 
esty through business associations and 
lighter penalties for the party involved in 
a corrupt transaction who reports it first. 

Nobody has been able to add up the 
real cost of corruption to the world’s 
economy, but it is well known that coun- 
tries which ought to be rather like the 
Congo and Nigeria, are dead poor and 
getting nowhere, while countries like 
Russia and Indonesia have billionaires 
shovelling money abroad and starving 
millions. 

It is not really true that the market does 
not care where the money goes so long 
as it can be made. The current crises, and 
the laggards and failures, show that cor- 
ruption supported by autocracy can 
make a big difference. Fighting it is a 
serious way to promote development. 

— International Herald Tribune 
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Tarawneh: Government will strive 


- £ 


o consolidate gains of reforms 


By Tareq Ayyoub 


AMMAN — Prime Minis- 
ter Fayez Tarawneh said 
his government will press 
ahead with economic 
reforms to Fight wide- 
spread poverty and unem- 
ployment. 

Speaking to Lower 
House deputies on Thurs- 
day at the opening of the 
second extraordinary ses- 
sion of the summer and 
ahead of a vote of confi- 
dence on his government. 
Tarawneh pledged that his 
24-man team will also 
proceed with privatisation 
despite criticism by 
deputies and some in the 
business sector. 

“The economic restruc- 
turing programme has suc- 
ceeded within the aspired 
goals to narrow the imbal- 
ances in the balance of 
payments, regaining the 
strength of the dinar and 
maintaining a reserve that 
would protect it.” the pre- 
mier told the lawmakers. 


“The government will 
work hard to deepen the 
benefits of the pro- 
gramme and push ahead 
on the road of economic 
development.” he said. 

Tarawneh was referring 
to the economic restruc- 
turing agreement the gov- 
ernment signed with the 
International Monetary 
Fund in 1989. 

‘The financial policies 
of this government strive 
to consolidate the gains of 
the economic reforms... 
the political and economic 
basis (of the budget i will 
be the continuation of the 
financial reform," said the 
49-year-old premier. 

He said the government 
will continue to follow 
rigourous monetary poli- 
cies in order to ensure the 
stability of the national 
currency and maintain the 
credibility of the invest- 
ment climate in the coun- 
try- 

Tarawneh said the gov- 
ernment will determine 


expenditure priorities 
before drafting the 1999 
budget which will be sub- 
mitted to the House at the 
proper time. 

“The government will go 
ahead with the privatisa- 
tion programme in line 
with the national strategy 
that was initiated by the 
Lower House." he said, 
referring to the House 
debate on the privatisation 
process which drew criti- 
cism among members of 
the 80-member chamber. 

But he pledged that the 
privatisation process will 
not involve any prejudices 
against public sector 
employees. 

“This will not lead to 
harming the workers or 
serving the monopolies 
and narrow interests of the 
private sector.” the pre- 
mier said. 

He said the government 
will exert all efforts to 
increase foreign exports, 
especially to the Arab 
World and the Palestinian 


market in particular. 

‘The government will 
continue its negotiations 
with the Israeli govern- 
ment to end its monopoly 
over the Palestinian mar- 
ket and to remove all 
obstacles that impede the 
flow of Jordanian goods to 
Palestine.” he said. 

Tarawneh was referring 
to continuous Israeli 
blockades of Jordan-made 
goods to the self-rule 
Palestinian areas despite 
trilateral agreements 
among the three parties, 
which caused dissatisfac- 
tion among the business 
community in the country. 

The premier said his 
government will extend 
all assistance to encourage 
domestic and foreign 
investments in the King- 
dom in various fields. 

On poverty. Tarawneh 
said his team will exert all 
possible efforts to put an 
end to this phenomenon to 
reach an acceptable level 
through programmes, leg- 


islation and national 
action. 

He noted that the social 
safety net plan was intro- 
duced to eradicate pover- 
ty. unemployment and to 
uproot their causes 
through several pro- 
grammes, which include 
financing small and medi- 
um projects by poor fami- 
lies and direct financial 
assistance. 

Tarawneh pledged that 
his government will sub- 
mit a draft law that regu- 
lates the activities of the 
commercial banks to 
include “new develop- 
ments” in the banking sec- 
tor and lo develop a sec- 
ondary market to trade in 
government and corporate 
bonds. 

He said his government 
will support the tourism 
industry, a major foreign 
currency earner which 
amounted to 10 per cent of 
the national domestic 
product in the past few 
years. 


Proposed amendments to Social Security 
Law link pensions to cost of living 


Bv Ghalia AJul 


AMMAN — After months 
1.1 f debate, the Social 
Security Corporation has 
proposed amendments to 
the Social Security Law 
which would raise pen- 
sions in line with the cost 
of living, according to 
SSC Public Relations 
Director Ali Issa. 

“If passed, this decision 
will be a great leap in the 
corporation's law." Issa 
told the Jordan Times. 

Proposed amendments 
did not affect the current 
retirement age of 60 for 
men and 55 for women, 
nor the early retirement 
age of 45 provided the 
retiree has been paying 
his/her monthly contribu- 
tions to the corporation 
for 15 continuous vears. 


Issa added that the cor- 
poration which has, since 
its establishment in 1980. 
benefited 380,571 Jorda- 
nians, decided to increase 
the number of pension 
beneficiaries or the sur- 
viving relatives of a pen- 
sioner to include the 
unborn child of a 
deceased male pensioner 
and his widowed sisters 
and daughters. The bene- 
fit would ihus also extend 
to the surviving husbands 
of pensioners. 

“The current law only 
benefits -disabled.,- wid- 
owed husbands." Issa 
said. 

The amendments also 
propose to extend benefits 
to the sons and brothers 
of the deceased who are 
over IS. unlike the current 
legislation which onlv 
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benefits those under 18 
years of age, according to 
Issa. 

He added that the SSC 
which has investments 
totalling about JD 1.1 bil- 
lion. will not determine 
the percentage paid on 
pensions until it con- 
cludes an “actuarial” 
study conducted once 
every five years to predict 
the corporation's financial 
situation. 

Under the current legis- 
lation. the retiree receives 
a minimum pension of 
JD7.S monthly — .below 
the current per capita 
income of about JD90. 

Issa added that the cor- 
poration in its draft legis- 
lation. eliminated a loop- 
hole in the Labour Law 
which allows the employ- 
er to terminate the work- 
er's service for health rea- 
sons. 

“Under the proposed 
legislation the corporation 
will not allow the employ- 
er to terminate the service 
of any SSC subscriber 
until he/she undergoes a 
check up by the corpora- 
tion's medical commit- 
tee.” Issa said. 

Other amendments. Issa 
added, include improving 
upon the corporation’s 
work-related injuries list 


whereby subscribers suf- 
fering from previously 
unlisted injuries will 
receive compensation 
after their case is present- 
ed to the cabinet. 

The corporation has also 
decided to raise from 65 
to 75 per cent the amount 
paid for compensation for 
hospitalised subscribers 
who sustained work-relat- 
ed injuries and illnesses, 
according to Issa. 

The draft law proposes 
to grant a subscriber's 
heirs 50 per cent of the 
salary earned by ..the 
deceased before his/her 
death if the death was 
caused by an occupational 
injury, Issa said. 

Since its establishment, 
the SSC spent JD 3 1 8 mil- 
lion on 380,571 sub- 
scribers, pensioners and 
beneficiaries while during 
the first half of 1998. it 
spent about JD 31 million 
on 13.000 subscribers, 
pensioners and beneficia- 
ries. 

Of the total beneficia- 
ries, the SSC provided 
medical care to 132.000 
subscribers, while 21.000 
received lump sum com- 
pensation. and 38.000 
received pensions. 

According to analysts 
the corporation's expens- 


es are expected to grow 
especially with the 
increase in population and 
the rise in the number of 
retired employees. 

But according to Issa. 
the SSC — which expects 
to match its 1997 profits 
of JDS0 million this year 
— is capable of fulfilling 
its obligations towards its 
subscribers because it 
keeps track of its financial 
situation through the actu- 
arial studies. 

The SSC's spending on 
pensions in the first half 
of this year increased by 
17.7 per cent over the 
same period last year, the 
corporation's Director 
General Safwan Toukan 
has said. 

He said during the first 
half of this year about 
3.044 retired subscribers 
became eligible for pen- 
sions amounting to 
JD21.5 million, while 
4,000 workers received a 
total of JD I million for 
the cost of medical treat- 
ment during the same 
period. 

The amendments to the 
law’ must be presented to 
the cabinet and Parlia- 
ment before it 
endorsed, Issa added. 


s— 

KLU 

"■r* r~- ."i. .rl 

: C. k w- # 

„„ MM m m MVM MM MWL . Jfcfe - 

i m m m m -• 2 2 '.SUV: 

KLLU 1 L~ i-w -m 

The Business of Information 


is 


Jordan central bank sees 

2.5 per cent growth in 1 998? 


AMMAN (R> — Jordan's 
central bank forecast a 
modest 2.5 per cent growth 
in real GDP (gross domes- 
tic product) in 1 998 against 
2.2 per cent last year, the 
bank's annual report said. 

The bank attributed the 
modest growth, at market 
prices, to an unfavourable 
regional environment hurt 
by uncertainty over Middle 
East peace-making and 
depressed oil prices, which 
impact on Jordanian bard 
currency remittance flows 


and labour opportunities in 
oil-rich Arab Gulf states. 

Inflation was forecast to 
stay within "acceptable lev- 
els 5, of around 3.5 per cent 
in 1998 provided IMF- 
directed structural reforms 
stay on track, the bank said. 

Officially the cost of liv- 
ing index which focuses on 
a handful of basic com- 
modities has remained con- 
stant in an average range of 
four to five per cent over 
the last few years. 

The bank said the 1998 


budget deficit, excluding 
foreign aid, was expected to 
reach six per cent of GDP 
and 2.6 per cent after fac- 
toring in assistance, which 
was budgeted at 189.8 mil- 
lion dinars. 

But the government was 
hopeful growth in local rev- 
enue would top 11.6 per 
cent, while public expends 
ture would rise by a more 
modest 8.4 per cent, reflect- 
ing greater fiscal restraint, 
the bank's report said. 
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THE Daily Crossword 


Ediled by Wayne Robert Williams 


! ACROSS 

! 1 Cradle call 

i & Saudi, e.g. 

j 9 Repeal oneself 

, i-J Lupino and 

.' others 

15 Infant 

16 Fragrance 

1 7 Gymnastic feat 

19 Improvises 
musically 

20 Conductor 
Toscanini 

21 Ancient Insh 
village 

23 Actor Walfach 
2 J Mr. T's last 
name 
26 Bettor 
28 Prepare a play 

32 Little legumes 

33 Physicians' 
soc. 

, 34 Sailing vessel 

36 Working copy 
39 Coloration 
4t Birthplace of 
Apollo 

43 Fishing device 

44 Blandish stand- 
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Peanuts 



THEN A VOICE COMES TO ME THAT SMS, 
*WE ADMIT IT..THERE ARE 5TILL A FEW 
KINKS THAT NEED WORKING OUT u 



45 Desert springs 

48 Awlic pasture 

49 Leak slowly 
51 Truck driver 
53 Apollo 

spacecraft 

56 Letter- 
clanfication 

words 

57 Hockey's Bobby 

58 Author ol 
'Portnoy's 
Complaint* 

60 Nation ot Roma 
64 Architect Jones 
66 Gymnastic feat 

68 Sheets and 
towels 

69 Highland 
Gaelic 

70 Lump of dirt 

71 Some lilies 

72 Defeat 

73 _ Christian 
Andersen 


□OWN 

1 Isinglass 

2 Hebrew month 


Trading center 
Shrewd 
Loathed 

"Norma " 

Act as a 
lookout, e.g. 

8 Rule of an 
organization 

9 Devastated 

10 Notable period 

11 Gymnastic feat 

12 Sufficient 

13 Mr. A ratal 

18 havoc 

22 Get handed a 
bum _ 

25 Start of a path? 

27 British peer 

28 Pro _ (in 
proportion) 

29 Oscar-winner 
Jannings 

30 Gymnastic feat 

31 Brilliance 

35 Old Testament 
book 

37 Let loose 

38 Sorrowful drop 
40 Golf shop buy 
42 Coasts 



MAenwgiM 


45 Transmission 
cells 

47 ’NYPD Blue' 
co-star Jimmy 
SO Grp. headed by 
7 3D 

52 Grasp suddenly 

53 Spirals 

54 Putter Palmer 


55 Barrymore or 
Waters 

59 Protagonist 

61 Refrain 
syllables 

62 Part ol 

63 Stales further 
65 Earth; pref. 

67 Ninnyhammer 
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Unscramble these four Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, to term 
four ordinary words. 
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STOCK IN A PU&- 
• USHING FIRM 
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Now arrange the circled letters » 
*orm the surprise answer, as sujh 
9ested by the above cartoon. 


that scrambled word game 

by Hand Arnold and Mika Anjlrfon 
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I (Answers tomorrow) 

;SJ, 5: 2™* draft goodly ramrod 

^ U L e jr iner ’ s 5041 carried to the garbage 
Can —THE MOTHER LOAD ■ ’ ^ 
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investors rush to register new companies 
for setting up plants to provide ‘ quality ’ water 


** ABOUT 50 new companies estimat- 
ed to have a total capital of JD15 mil- 
lion have registered at the Ministry of 
Industry and Trade to deal with desali- 
nation, purification, treatment and bot- 
tling drinking water. It is not known yet 
if these companies have really obtained 
final licences to go ahead with estab- 
lishment procedures and production, but 
officials at the ministry said the firms 
have registered according to prevailing 
norms. 

Meanwhile, a specialised committee 
representing the ministries of industry, 
supply, water and health is still studying 
these registration requests. 
Furthermore, the Ministry of Water and 
Irrigation is handling studies of wells 
from which the water will be produced, 
a source who requested anonymity said. 
He added that some of the companies 
that registered actually own artesian 
wells and have requested a permission 
to obtain licences to benefit from the 
network of the Water Authority in treat- 
ing, desalinating and purifying the 
water. 

The source did not clarify if the com- 
panies were given the requested permis- 
sion but indicated that the whole subject 
is still under study by the committee. 
Upon approval for any of the companies 
to start production, the Ministry of 
Health will be supervising the process. 
In the meantime, the Ministry of 
Industry and Trade is currently studying 
the economic viability of establishing 
new bottling plants/companies. A 
prominent official said there is no rea- 
son preventing the establishment of new 
bottling firms. “Two or three firms have 
already been licensed but the remaining 
applications are still under considera~ 


lion.” he indicated. 

According to the directorate of indus- 
try at the ministry, most of the new reg- 
istrations took place last month. An offi- 
cial at the directorate said the ministry 
is coordinating with the Water Authority 
with regard to the wells that the compa- 
nies intend to utilise. Other officials 
said the government docs nol object to 
resolving the water crisis through set- 
ting up such companies but they seem- 
ingly expressed reservations at the large 
number of applications. “Permission 
cannot be given to all of them to carry 
out this work.” an official stressed. 

Economists have warned of expected 
disappointment for these companies 
with regard to economic feasibility. 
They said the market could be saturated 
with mineral or purified water if three 
plants under construction are added to 
the already five operating plants in light 
of the absence of export opportunities. 

The economists noted the existence of 
similar and advanced industries in the 
neighbouring countries which do not 
suffer from a water crisis. 

The crisis which resulted from an 
unprecedented demand for mineral 
water did not only force the government 
to import it from outside but also 
encouraged many investors to seize the 
opportunity and move to set up new 
companies attracted by the large profits 
amassed by the five existing firms. 

Digging more wells was banned and 
limited only to agricultural purposes on 
a very narrow scale. But the water crisis 
have pushed the authorities to digging 
more wells and to allow the private sec- 
tor to dig additional wells in search for 
new water source to plug the shortage 
(A1 Ra'i). 
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[ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) This is a great day to clean 
out ypur garage. The sun and moon are both in Virgo, the 

'ffocrS-. HQW_marrjr others in your household would like to 
e the garage few; say. pafforig the car?3f you were to clean 
i, they could do that, and so could you. 

URUS: (April 20 to May 20) Love is in the air, and all 
you. Stop to take a minute to congratulate yourself, 
and your loved ones. A beautiful experience of love is total-! 
ly natural, but not always easy to achieve. If you had to 
overcome a few obstacles to get to where you are. you 
jdeserve a round of applause. Give yourselves at least one. 
[GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21 ) Looks like company at your) 
house — both people you love and people you’re a little 
.uncomfortable around. Don’t worry. You’re strong, dynam- 
ite, forthright and good looking. Yotr’re also funny, and that’s 
Jhow youTl maintain calm. You want everything to be per- 
)fect,- btir ke eping folks laughing is even better. 

CANCER: (June 22 to July 21) Excellent learning condi- 
tions are in effect again today. You’D remember almost 
everything you see and hear, so be selective. Try to sec both 
sides of the issues. You can do some creative dunking, loo. 
rather than -merely absorbing information uncritically, then 
repeating it. Who knows? You could wind up being an 
expat 

LECh (July 22 to August 21 ) You’ve been perforating mag- 
nificently, so people are looking at you. It's time to get your 
portfolio out there. Let people know what you can do for 
them, it’s S aturday , so that slows things down a little, but ifj 
you’re in show business, it doesn’t make any difference 
what day it is. If you're not in show business, maybe you 
shouldbe. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to September 22) You should be in a 
marvellous mood today. Romance is going well. It’s easy 
for .you to find the right words to express yourself. People 
find you .attractive, charming, intelligent, witty and darn 
good looking. What more could you ask for? Don't even) 
worry about that right now. Just concentrate on what you've 
got, and savour it. 

LIBRA: (September 23 to October 22) The sun’s in Virgo. 
The moon’s also in Virgo, conjuncts Venus and Mercury. 
This is another day to clean up old communication. It’ll be 
good-for you. Venus is your ruling planet, so when the moon 
ccnjuncts Venus, you get even more powerful. Today, you 11 
remember details and vow to get tilings absolutely perfect. 
SCORPIO: (October 23 to November 2 1 ) Your friends will 
be inspired to come from love and to talk a little more freely! 
than before. This wiD be going on all day long and well into 1 
the - night, so it’s a marvellous time for a party. YouTl not 
only enjoy b eing together, but you might also find out what 
they really think, and that’s always interesting. 
|SAGnTARIUS: (November 22 to December 21) You 
may get q uizze d a gain today on a subject you've been 
studying recently. Don’t despair. The examiner wants you to 
succeed, and just about anything you S3y will be well 
received. Knowing this ahead of tune, you can figure out 
how to mplre the very best use of these conditions. 
CAPRICORN: (December 22 to January 20) All systems 
gOrM -speed ahead, bon voyage and happy camping, 'tou 
need; to get out and expand your horizons. You don t lake 
vacations very often, and you might have thought you 
couldn’t afford this one. Actually, just the opposite is true. 
You can’t afford not to, and today is your best opportunity. 
AQUARIUS: (Januaiy 21 10 February 19) Yesterdays 
advice still holds. Get your financial affairs in order, and ifj 
you peed help, ask for it. There’s something about finances! 
that you usually find stressful. That'll be less so than normal 
today. -since conditions are pushing you to learn moreabout 
ithat area Of life. You might as well. How hard can it be . 
PISCES: (February 20 to March 20) Your mate or panner 
is dqymg you nuts by continually offering suggestions on 
how to improve your performance. If this person would 
concentraKon his or her own act, you’d be delighted, but 
that* snot likely. If you can manage to turn the focus from 
you to anything else, congratulations. It’s a goal worth stnv- 
ingfot’ • 
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Russia’s 
crisis affects 
Brazilian 
coffee exports 

RIO DE JANEIRO (AFP) 

— Brazilian coffee 

exporters will work on 
new marketing strategies 
in order to cope with 
Russia’s financial turmoil, 
the Brazilian Instant 
Coffee Industry 

Association has said. 

Russia is the world’s 
largest importer of 
Brazilian instant coffee 
and its financial turmoil 
will affect Brazil's 
exports, explained associ- 
ation chief Mauro Malta. 
“The question is to what 
degree.” 

Coffee industry mem- 
bers will meet as soon as 
Russia's markets indicate 
where they are heading. 
Malta said. 

The industry’s problems 

— already great before the 
crisis — will now worsen, 
Malta explained. 

Export figures between 
January' and June were the 
worst ones in six years, 
Malta said. Within a year, 
Brazil exports dropped by 
19.37 per cent in volume 
and 12.7 per cent in sales. 


Share prices of potash, phosphate 
companies drop to record levels 


By Tareq Ayyoub 

AMMAN — Despile an 
increase in the stock mar- 
ket’s turnover, share prices 
at the Amman Financial 
Market (AFM) dipped by 
2.08 points last week as a 
result of declines in prices 
of major firms, a broker said 
Friday. 

Nairn Naqeeb, a broker, 
indicated that most of the 
firms, especially the Arab 
and Housing banks, the 
Arab Potash Company and 
the Phosphate Mines 

Company, have posted 
lower share prices. 

The broker said the potash 
and phosphate companies 
have recorded “the lowest 
share prices in their history” 
during the post week os 
prices dropped to JD3.950 
and JDl. 570 respectively. 

“The decline was a reflec- 


tion of investors’ dismay 
following the negative half 
year results published by 
these companies.” Naqeeb 
told the Jordan Times. 

‘The prices reflect the sit- 
uation at the two companies 
and I do not rule out further 
declines in their prices,” he 
said. 

He added that the Arab 
Bank share price lost 
JD 1.500 during the past 
week descending down to 
JD 223. 000 from JD224.500 
while the Housing Bank lost 
110 fils. 

The broker indicated that 
sale by foreign investors of 
some of their shares did not 
attract a similar demand in 
the market and that led to 
supply exceeding demand 
and causing price decreases 
of most shares. 

The weekly bulletin indi- 
cated that the turnover 


jumped by 34.5 per cent to 
JD4.9 million from JD3.7 
million a week ago. The 
number of shares that 
changed hands amounted to 
322 million and the average 
daily trading was about JDl 
million compared to 
JD740,000. 

According to the bulletin 
the AFM’s general price 
index lost 2.08 points, or 
1.17 per cent, down from 
177.73 points in the previ- 
ous week. 

The bulletin showed 
lower prices in all the sec- 
tors with the index falling 
by 2.88, 1.18, 3.04 and 0.61 
points in the banking, indus- 
trial. services and insurance 
sectors respectively. 

The banking sector won 
the bulk of the stock mar- 
ket’s turnover for a total of 
JD2.4 million, or 49.1 per 
cent followed bv the indus- 


trial sector with JD2.02 mil- 
lion, 40.5 per cent of the 
total turnover. The services 
sector accounted for 
JD470.000, 9.4 per cent, 
and the insurance sector 
trailed with JD50.000. or 
one per cent. 

The Arab and 
Philadelphia banks topped 
trading in the banking sec- 
tor. The investors were 
encouraged by the latter’s 
current prices “which led to 
more speculations on this 
share ” Naqeeb said. 

Trading in the industrial 
sector focused on the potash 
company and the Universal 
Modem Industries, with a 
turnover amounting to 
JD369.736 and JD263.710 
respectively. 

Naqeeb said the “sudden 
demand” for the latter’s 
share followed a multi-mil- 
lion deal the company 


signed with Iraq to supply 
Baghdad with vegetable oil 
in line with the oil-for-food 
agreement. 

The organised market’s 
share in the turnover 
amounted to JD4.3 million 
while the parallel market 
received JD607.3S7, the 
bulletin showed. 

Naqeeb said that demand 
for the Union Tobacco 
shares in the parallel, which 
amounted to JD18 1.573, 
followed the “good results” 
the company recorded in the 
first half of this year. 

The bulletin concluded 
that out of the 99 firms 
which changed hands in the 
stock market. 25 companies 
recorded increase in their 
prices. 5 1 registered 
decrease and 23 firms wit- 
nessed no change in their 
share prices. 
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- 

0.00 

9 

3)50 

1574 

.48 

.48 







.530 UMTV. HODN.INDS. 


11.2 

8.57 

378 

382 750 

763710 

.63 

.75 

.61 






.500 JOR. IHDS. RESOURCES 


- 

0.00 

34 

20250 

10635 

.52 

.53 

.51 








8.8 

7.94 

9 

43124 

54 342 

1.24 

1.26 

1.26 

1.3* 





.400 JOR. New CABLE C«J. 


9.0 

15.43 

72 

*3*50 

41972 

.65 

.68 

.64 

.64 - .01 





1.140 EL -SAY READY NEAR 

47.2 

0.00 

8 

7900 

9522 

1.19 

1.21 

1.20 

1.20 ♦ .01 

1.205 






7.4 

5.5$ 

100 

47001 

47251 

.92 

1.05 

.92 

1.05 » .13 




1.000 

.870 UNION CM. 4 VEG. 


10.5 

0.00 

20 

3819 

3839 

1.00 

I.OJ 

.95 

.95 - .05 

1.000 

.078 


.050 

.770 JORDAN iTEEL 


9.5 

8.24 

48 

145082 

142324 

.85 

.88 

.84 






.440 MAT.AIJJHINIUM. 


34.2 

0.00 

2*0 

281371 

197310 

.69 

.73 






.540 

.530 MID. EAST COMPLEX 


10.0 

0.00 

41 

24000 

13359 

.56 

.58 

.54 
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144B0IB 
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INDEX NUMBER . 79. *5 
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2791148 

4386842 

INDEX NUH8EP : 175.65 


7.17» 



— — 


J ordan Marketplace *** Jordan Marketplace *** J ordan Marketplace 


DAJANI JEWELLERS " A CARNAVAL OF STYLE " S 


A1 Amra Hotel 
Shops- Amman 



ill 

FURNISHED 

OR 

UNFURNISHED 

2 APARTMENTS 
FOR RENT 
Location: 4th Circle 

2 bedrooms, 

2 bathrooms 

Abdoun Real Estate 
5920605, 5920609 



LEARN 

DRAWING 

CERAMICS 

SCULPTURE 


CALL NOW 
5529610 


fym /ftldke** *)* j 4 »u*a * 



Quality Serviced Suite* 

★One & Two Bedrooms ★Fully 
Equipped KRchanettss *Oaily & 
Long Stay * Reasonable Rates 


5th Circle 

Tel: 5692672 - Fax: 5674551 

e-mail : qynaltt go.cgra.jp 


Studio Haig 

Professtonaf quat/ty in 
1 hour service 
Develop your cctoor Sim 
a! our sbop.and get 
* JUMBO photo she 
30% huger. 

V Free ant argem ent 
20x30 cm. . 


Shmef sani - Opposite 
Grindtays Bank. 
Phone: 5604042 
Sweifteh Tel: 822891 



UpCift 


Watches -Perfumes 
Sub Gbises- Leather- Pats 

Gutter <&. 

VHgflDE 

Visit Us At r „ 
www.vlpaf 3 b.com/vipgln 

fShaban Infl Group - Abdoun]] 
Near American Embassy 
Tel : 5933084 - Fax : 5933085] | 
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FOR 
RENT 

a *** Deluxe Villas 




and Apartments 


SRKRBEL 


Real Estate 

SWEIFIYEH 

A. Hajarat Complex 

Tei. 5864230 -5865167 
Mobile: 079/37588 


MIRAMAR HOTEL 
AQABA 

Special Summer 

Lodging Rates 

**************** 

Single Room JDl 5 
Double Room JD20 
Extra Bed JD5 
+ lax + Service 

.Tel,; .03/2014340-41 
Fax: 032014339 





Uolwier Restaurant 

* 

Abdoun 5929564 


y^mra^rum 

At 6th Circle^i 
Tef.: 5510001 ■ 

Hotel 



Wadi Rum Bar 

Looking for a good time 
drop by... 


\},m rf[£i 



LEARN 

TO DRAW 

AND PAINT 

Tutor demonstrating and 
teaching all mcefias - dusoj 
group 3 persons -teaching 
is English - private dasses 
for foreigners. 

( Prot Ehrahim Sfaaluhi. 
The Artist) 


Telefax: .5523696/ from 4:f u j -o 
: 6;1N JRP ?5299<J'). 

’Pager 182lif> a!! tbvr.iiy. 
l-ntMiionhlh circle, .faba 1 .: Amman 


24'HOUR TAXI SERVICE 


ARRIVE SAFE AND SECURE 
ANYTIME ANYWHERE IN OUR 

LONDON TAXIS 

B1UNGUAL SPEAKING DRIVERS 
AIR CONDITIONING 
MOBILE TELEPHONES 

AIRPORT SERVICE 
ALL OCCASIONS 

TEL: 4126379 

079-77390/66271 anytime 















Commonwealth Games 


Cyclists bounce back after day 
of drama; Oakes wins 6th medal 


KUALA LUMPUR (API — 
Australia's cyclists put 
aside the shock expulsion of 
world champion teammate 
Lucy Tyler-Sharman to 
claim two golds and a silver, 
in Commonwealth Games 
velodrome action Friday. 

Tyler-Sharman, kicked out 
by the Australians for criti- 
cizing cycling team offi- 
cials, was believed to be tin 
a flight home late Friday. • ’ 

While Australian chef de 
mission Don Stockins acted 
swiftly to expel Tyler- 
Sharman. Canadian officials 
srood " 100 percent” behind 
their field hockey players, 
who were involved in ugly 
scenes after a disputed loss 
Thursday. 

The dramas overshad- 
owed early competition on 
Day S Friday, but England's 
long-serving athlete Judy 
Oakes restored some of the 
gloss when she became the 
first track and field competi- 
tor to win a medal at six 



consecutive games. 

Oakes, sporting a golden 
wave in her hair, collected a 
medal to match with a win- 
ning effort of 18.83 meters 
on her first throw. 

Friday's triumph makes it 
three golds, two silvers and 
a bronze since she made her 
games debut at Edmonton in 
1978. Oakes won a bronze 
there, gold in Brisbane in 
‘82. silver at Edinburgh in 
‘86 and Auckland ‘90 and 
gold at Victoria, British 
Columbia, four years ago. 

European and World Cup 
champion Iwan Thomas of 
Wales won a thrilling men’s 
400-raeter final in a games 
record 44.52. He held out 
English ^ rival Mark 
Richardson,’" " with" ;' Sri” 
Lanka’s Sugath 

Thilakaratne third. 

With women’s world 400- 
metre champion Cathy 
Freeman out injured, Sandie 
Richards cruised to an easy 
victory, giving Jamaica its 
first gold in the event 

Onichie Achike gained a 
gold for England with a 
games record in the triple 
jump while Stuart Rendell 
captured Australia’s third 
hammer title in a row, and 


Ato Boldon of Trinidad and Tobago (1747) jubilates after winning the men's 100- 
metre final during thelfith Commonwealth Games in Kuala Lumpur. Boldon clocked 
9.88 seconds for the gold medal. Obadele Thompson of Barbados (.1106) came into 
the third in 10.00 while Eric Nkansah-Appiah of Ghana ( 1372) finished sixth in 10.18 
(AP Photo) 


Andrea Blackett of 
Barbados also set a games 
mark to win the women’s 
400-meter hurdles. 

The off-track cycling 
drama began when Tyler- 
Sharman. a former 
American itter who moved 
to Australia in 199L 
accused team officials of 
sabotaging her bike after 
both feet came out of the 
pedals during her semifinal 
Thursday night. She also 
felt ill and speculated that 
her drinks might have been 
spiked. 

The expulsion cost Tyler- 
Sharman hqr chance to ride 
for bronze in Friday’s finals, 
and further embarrassed a 
cycling outfit dubbed Team 
Tabloid for its constant 
squabbling and bitter 
infi ghtin g. 

Sarah Ulmer of New 
Zealand beat Australian 
Alayna Burns by 1.3 sec- 
onds for the gold in the pur- 
suit. Ulmer finished in 
3:41.667 in the afternoon 
heat and humidity, slower 
than the games record of 
3:40.3S9 that Burns had set 
Thursday. England’s 

Yvonne McGregor won the 


bronze uncontested. 

Australian Brad McGee 
broke his own games record 
to claim the men’s 4.000- 
meter individual pursuit in 4 
minutes, 30.594 seconds, 
beating compatriot Luke 
Roberts in the final. Matt 
Illingworth won the bronze 
by outracing fellow 


Englishman Brad Wiggins. 


World record holder 
Shane Kelly gave Australia 
its second gold from the 
three events Friday when he 
won the I -kilometre time 
trial. Kelly, who won the 
1997 world title after a dis- 
astrous slip cost him a 
chance at the 1996 
Olympics, prevailed by .4 
seconds over British record 
holder Jason Queally. 

Canada’s hockey players 
were the subject of a police 
report after causing minor 
damage to their locker room 
following their 2-1 loss to 
Malaysia Spokeswoman 
Teresa Moore said the play- 
ers made a full apology 
Friday and offered to cover 
the estimated S25 cost to 
repair a damaged door. 

She said the team, which 
angrily confronted Scottish 


umpire David Wallis after 
his decision allowed 
Malaysia's late winner, only 
caused the damage because 
they were locked out of the 
dressing room and were 
scared of the crowd. 

■The hosts were also 
involved in controversy at 
the boxing ring Friday when 
English light flyweight 
Gary Jones went down 15- 
11 to local fighter Sapok 
Biki in their semifinal. 

“I thought l won it and at 
the end of the day I’ve been 
robbed of a gold medal.” 
said Jones. “He was 
nowhere near as good as 


England collected the 
bronze, also with 400. 

Canadian Metodi Igorov 
added a gold in the men’s 
rapid Fire pistol competition 
while New Zealand’s 
Stephen Petterson, who won 
two golds in small-bore rifle 
shooting in the 1994 games, 
won another in the men’s 
free rifle prone event. 
Igorov’s gold, however, was 
put on hold because of a 
South African protest call- 
ing for proof of the 
Bulgarian native’s Canadian 
nationality. 

Australia's Olympic 
champion Michael 

Diamond won the men's 
individual trap in a shootout 
against England’s Ian R. 
Peel. 

New Zealand also won the 
first medal on offer in crick- 
et at the Commonwealth 
Games when it beat Sri 
Lanka by 51 runs in the 
bronze medal playoff. 

Allrounder Chris Harris 
was the star with an unbeat- 
en 55 in the Kiwis 212-7 off 
50 overs and took two wick- 
ets as Sri Lanka was all out 
for 161 in the 45th. 
Australia will play South 
Africa for the gold 
Saturday. 

England claimed three 
gold and three silver medals 
in the S5-kilogramme 
weightlifting division. Leon 
Griffin won two golds in the 
overall and clean and jerk 
sections and silver in the 
snatch. Stephen Ward had 


the snatch gold and silver in 


the other two sections. 


me.” Malaysia picked up its 
fifth gold medal Friday 


fifth gold medal Friday 
when Nurui Huda Baharin 
won the women’s individual 
air rifle event at Langkawi 
Island. She scored 494.8 
points to win from Sharon 
Bowes of Canada (493.3) 
and Louise Minett of 
England (491.7). 

Canada's James Paton 
won the men's individual 
full-bore rifle gold medal 
with 402 points. Malaysia’s 
Zainal Abidin Md Zain took 
the silver with 400 and 
Andrew Luckman of 


Australia's former world 
champion Kiril Kounev 
won all three medals in the 
94kg division with a snatch 
of 165kg and clean and jerk 
of 205kg. 

Despite the end of the 
swimming program. 

Australia was still dominant 
at the games pool Friday. 
Diver Chantelle Michell 
bounced to a gold medal on 
the I -meter springboard, 
amassing 271.560 points 
from her five dives to beat 
Canadian pair Blythe 
Hartley (248.280) and Eryn 
Bulmer (239.400). 


SPORTS IN BRIEF 


Nigeria ditch stars Ikpeba, Kanu, Amokachi 


LAGOS (.AH 3 ) — Nigeria have dropped World Cup trio Victor Ikpeba. Daniel Amokachi 
and Nwankwo Kanu from their Nations' Cup squad, press reports said Friday. Ikpeba. the 
African Footballer of the Year, plays for Monaco in France, Daniel Amokachi for Turkish 
side Besiktas Istanbul and Kanu for Inter Milan in Italy. The Punch newspaper said the 
three, who all played in the World Cup earlier this year, had been axed from the 27-man 
squad to play Burkina Faso on October 4 in Ouagadougou. The group comprises 1 8 pro- 
fessionals and nine amateurs. 


Ex-stars turn out for injured policeman 


STRASBOURG (AFP) — Former French and German football stars will turn out in a 
Sunday charity match for a French policeman seriously injured by hooligans during the 
World Cup. Aime Jacquet, who resigned as France's coach after his team's World Cup 
win, and FIFA president Joseph Blatter will attend the game in the German town of Kehi. 
Organisers expect to raise over 30,000 pounds (around $45,000). Ex-German striker 
Dieter Muller hoped the event would erase the memory of “this sad affair”. Daniel Nivel, 
43, spent six weeks in a coma after being clubbed and kicked by a group of German right- 
wing hooligans in Lens on June 21. He -has partially recovered but is still undergoing 
treatment. Other players taking part include German internationals Rudi Voller, Horst 
Hrubesch and Felix Magath. 


Man. United star Cruyff denies Barcelona betrayal 


.LONDON (AFP) — Manchester United winger Jordi Cruyff responded angrily Friday lo 
claims he gave Barcelona inside information on his teammates before this week's 
Champions League clash. Cruyff, who previously played for the Spanish club, said he 
was “furious” about the allegation, made by Barcelona goalkeeper Ruud Hesp before 
Wednesday's 3-3 draw. The two Dutchmen had met at Barcelona's pre-season training 
camp in England last month. But Cruyff claimed: “I never spoke to die Barcelona play- 
ers about United and I'm disgusted and furious about this. He said his Manchester United 
colleagues had “laughed because they know what I’m like. “They know I'm an honest 
player ... Alex Ferguson has told me not to worry about it because he knows how the 
world works." Cruyff said be had been extremely motivated for the game, adding: “I 
wanted to beat Barcelona because they are one of my former teams and it would have 
meant a lot to me if we had.” 


Camacho makes 
seven changes in 
first national lineup 


MADRID (AP) — The 
first lineup announced 
by Spain's new coach 
Jose Antonio Camacho 
Friday included seven 
changes from the team 
that suffered a humiliat- 
ing defeat against semi- 
professional Cyprus two 
weeks ago. 

The exhibition match 
against Russia next 
Wednesday will be 
Camacho's first as 
coach of the national 
side that was under 
Javier Clemente’s com- 
mand. 

Camacho replaced 
Clemente on Tuesday, 
with a mission to shine 
up the squad's image 
tarnished by a disap- 
pointing World Cup per- 
formance and corroded 
by the Cyprus defeat in 
a European 

Championship qualifier. 

Among the seven new 
call-ups only Jordi 
Lardin from Atletico de 


Madrid has played for 
the national team 
before. 

“The midfield is going 
to be completely new," 
Camacho told reporters, 
pointing to the inclusion 
of relative unknowns 
Vicente Egongo from 
Mallorca, Antonio “Ito" 
Perez from Betis, and 
Bittor Alkiza from 
Athletic de Bilbao. 

After Camacho’s 
shakeup, the national 
squad is most influ- 
enced by players from 
Real Madrid. Atletico 
de Madrid and Athletic 
de Bilbao all of which 
have three representa- 
tives. FC Barcelona is 
left with only two. 
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England manager Hoddle 


faces World Cup grilling 


LONDON (AFP) — England manag- 
er Glenn Hoddle was facing a grilling 
here on Friday as his handling of the 
team at the World Cup was scruti- 
nised by the Football Association. 

Hoddle. dogged by controversy 
since the tournament, gave his team 
report to the International Committee 
early Friday. 

Many committee members, accord- 
ing to press reports, remain unhappy 
after the manager decided lo publish 
a World Cup diary which contained 
controversial passages relating to key 
players. 

His revelations that midfielder Paul 
Gascoigne went beserk and smashed 
up furniture after being dropped from 
the squad led to claims that Hoddle’s 
lack of confidentiality would cost 
him the support of his own players. 

He has aJso been criticised for his 
reliance on a faith-healer during the 


tournament, while England defender 
Tony Adams has also criticised his 
methods. England were knocked out 
ot the World Cup in the second round 
by Argentina. 

Hoddle’s position was weakened 
further by England's opening World 
Cup qualifier defeat by Sweden. ' 

The way a furious Paul Tnce reacted 
to his sending-off in Stockholm has 
raised questions about Hoddle’s abil- 
ity to discipline his players. 

Hoddle’s England future will be 
discussed next month when a special 
sub-committee will meet to decide 
whether or not to extend his contract 
to 2002. 
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AUazireh 

retain 

U-1.6 

basketball 

title 

By Roufan Nahhas 

AMMAN — Al Jazireh’s 
under 16 basketball leam 
was Thursday crowned 
the U-16 Basketball 
champions for the second 
consecutive year champi- 
ons after beating Al 
Orthodoxi 72-58 (33-26). 

Al Orthodoxi came sec- 
ond and AJ Wihdat came 
third after beating Al 
Hussein 82-46 (35-20). 

Al Jazireh were the only 
team to end end the tour- 
nament with an unbeaten 
record. 

Hie competition 
grouped seven teams 
from Amman in Group A 
and five teams from Irbid 
in Group B. 

The top four in the 
Amman group qualified 
for the final round leaving 
behind Raya, Abu Nusair 
and Al Jeel while two 
teams qualified from the 
Irbid group leaving 
behind Gazzet Hashem 
Ashrafieh and Samma. 



Chicago Cubs Sammy Sosa holds up the ball he hit for a grand slam and his 63rd 
home run of the year as lie was presented it by Fabian Perez Mercado, the fan 
who caught the hit during the game last night. The home run tied Mark McGwire 
for the league lead (Reuters photo) 


Full-time refs plan 
for English Premiership 


LONDON (AFP) — A major shake-up 
in the way the English Premiership is 
refereed could see the introduction of 
professional officials wearing adver- 
tising and television replays of con- 
troversial goals. 

The Premier League claim the pro- 
posed revolution will enable referees 
to meet the demands of the modem 
game and it could be in place before 
the milleniuni. 

League spokesman Mike Lee said 
feedback from referees was encourag- 
ing and the League would now be con- 
tacting football's other governing 
bodies. 

“Some of the proposals could be up 
and running for next season but at this 


point they are just ideas under discus- 
sion and nothing has been agreed yet. 

‘■The thinking behind il all is to make 
sure there is continuous improvement 
in refereeing standards and that we are 
addressing the needs of the modem 
game. 

“We're also taking into account 
much of the public debate that goes on 
among fans about referees." 

The man responsible for many of the 
ideas is Philip Don. the League's first 
referees* officer. 

“His ( Don's t job is to look at ways of 
developing the officiating of the game 
and he has been doing some good 
thinking around these issues. 

“The feedback Philip has been get- 


ting from referees hxs been positive.” 

Don explained video replays would 
only be used to determine if a shot 
went in the goal or not. 

“The bull crossing the goal line is 
fact, while the likes of fouls and 
infringements are down to the refer- 
ee’s opinion.'' he said. 

Referees could wear advertising on 
their shirts to help meet the cost of 
their salaries. 

Lee added: ■‘That is something 
which is being considered and we 
nceJ to talk to FIFA because there are 
rules restricting the size of any mark 
or )o 20 on a referee's shirt.” 


Beckenbauer becomes member 
of German Soccer Federation board 


FRANKFURT <AP) — 
Franz Beckenbauer, a for- 
mer star who is now chair- 
man of Bavem Munich, 
will become a member of 
the board of ihe German 
Soccer Federation (DFB), 
the DFB announced Friday. 

Beckenbauer's job will be 
to be responsible for "future 


questions” of the DFB and 
to be closely linked with 
Germany's bid to stage the 
2006 World Cup. 

Earlier, u report said 
Germany's soccer boss 
wants Beckenbauer to 
return to the national team, 
not as coach but as •‘team 
director" — a new post 


GOREN BRIDGE 


WITH OMAR SHARIF 
A TANNAH HIRSCH 

Tnturc UouSwcut me 

SAVED BY AN EXTRA CHANCE 
Bt-lh vulnerable Weri de;il:- 


WEST 
♦ AK 92 
> Q 10 3 2 
0 103 
+ 886 


ThcbuJi 

WEST 

Pass 

Pau 


NORTH 

* Q 8 7 6 
7 A 7 
OK 97 G 2 

* K 5 

EAST 
*.J 10543 
7 Void 
->QJB54 
+ 743 

SOUTH 

* Void 

7KJ98654 
v A 

+ AQJ102 


dine 

NOBTH 

EAST 

SO 

tc 

Pm 

If 

U 

Pas* 

3* 

37 

Pam 

4J. 

57 

Paw 

6 C- 

Pa M 

Pass 




Pass 


Opening lead: King at* 

Huk would you play the trump 
-'uii in a smalt slam at hearts in 
ntf'her bridge? Would you play the 
sune way at duplicate pairs? 

N’Uh’s jump u> five hearts on the 
fourth round of the auction was 
well-judged. Since North had done 
no mrrfv than take a simple prefer- 
ence in hearts on the proviuu- 
room), the high honor fit each of 
Partner's auiu menicd some acuon 


stronger ihun 3 simple return to 
four hCJIZa. 

West led a top spade and every- 
thing hinged on hnw declarer lock- 
led the trump Mill. At rul»her 
I bridge, the pl.«v i- .1 mu«l 

[After ruffing the upenmg fend hi 
hand. niot.1 leier.m rublwr bridge 
players would lead .1 !«»w trump 
jjid. when West followed suit, 
insert the- ween from dummy. Bur- 
ring on unlikely defendin' ruff. lh;il 
guarantees t Vi< ■ Jum no nwilrr how 
the trumps lie. 

in a pairs tournament, huw you 
piny hearts depends Ml the quality 
of the competitors. In nn .il)-espeif 
field, you can presume that every 
pfiir will be in slnm. If you judge 
( lhey contracted for .1 grand f lam. 

I then you must hope that trumps lie 
badly and Like the safety play, ff 
you think most would stop in the 
s'fnal) fl/rm. as seems likely, a 
trump to the ace is uinvet. si nee 11 
offers P reasonably safe chance for 
an overtnek- 

Incidentally, leading low to the 
seven Of hearts is the hral pJny f»r 
an ovcrtrick when West hua three 
trampid No defender is going to 
[ insert iho ten from Q 10 v lest part- 
ner bun a singlrum king, and uuil 
holding is twiec ns likely ;m finding 
East with .1 singletim ten. which 
con be pinned hy lending ilif" jack 
from hand .it tnck two. 


apparently created to pur 
“Der Kaiser” indirectly in 
charge. 

The report by the biweek- 
ly magazine Kicker. 
Germany's lop soccer pub- 
lication. was posted on its 
web sikr. 

It said German soccer 
federation (DFB) president 
Egidius Braun made the 
proposal at the meeting of 
DFB officials in Frankfurt 
Friday. 

There was no immediate 
reaction to the report from 
DFB officials and it was not 
immediately clear if work- 
ing with the national team 
was also pan of 
Beckenbauers job descrip- 
tion. 

By becoming national 
team director, a previously 
non-existent post. 

Beckenbauer would in 
effect become boss of 
coach Erich Ribbeek and 
his assistant Uli Stielike, 
who were named last week 
to replace Berti Vogts 
Kicker said Beckenbauer's 
official position would be to 
“support” Ri bbeck and 
Stielike. 

But with his enormous 
influence in German soccer 
and his charisma, it would 


be hard to imagine 
Beckenbauer playing sec- 
ond fiddle to Ribbeek and 
Stielike. 

Ribbeek declined to com- 
ment on the report. 

”1 don’t want to confirm 
or deny anything.” he said. 
“I can only say something 
when it’s officials.' 1 

Beckenbauer, a former 
star who captained 
Germany to the 1 974 World 
Cup title, coached the 
nation to its third and last 
World Cup triumph, in 
1 990 in Italy. 

He declined to take 
charge of the national team 
again when Vogts resigned 
under severe public criti- 
cism for Germany's quar- 
terfinal failure at this sum- 
mer's World Cup and two 
dismal performances at wo 
exhibition games earlier 
this month. 

Braun himself has come 
under tire for his handling 
of die question of Vogts’ 
succession and several soc- 
cer personalities have pro- 
posed Beckenbauer for 
DFB president. 

After initially not ruling 
himself out. Beckenbauer 
said earlier two days ago he 
was not striving for the job. 


FOR IMMEDIATE RENT 

Fully furnished apartment 
200 sq.m., 3 bedrooms, telephone, satellite, small garden 
with BBO. Jacuzzi, garage. Rent is for long term only. 
Suitable for diplomatic missions and foreign companies. 
Location: Urn A! Summaq, close to the New English 

SchOTl Tel.: 5533201 


Shadian breaks record, upsets 
veterans to win Speed Test 


By Roufan Nahhas 

AMMAN — Speed ex pen Khatchik 
Shadian in a Renault 5 GT Turbo 
broke the two minute barrier clocking 
1:58.87 to win the 7th round of the 
Pepsi Speed Test Friday organised by 
the Roval Automobile Club of Jordan 
(RACJ). 

Veteran Ghaith Bilbeissi in a Toyota 
Starlet TRD came in second clocking 
2:0 1 .05 and Yasser Jarnir. runner-up in 
July's speed test, came third in his 
Daihatsu Charade Gui with a time of 
2:02.07. 

Thirty four drivers took pan in the 
breath-taking event which witnessed a 
healed confrontation between Shadian 
and Bilbeissi. 


Ln the first round Bilbeissi took con- 
trol leaving Jarrar and Shadian behind. 

Bui Shadian returned in the second 
round leaving Bilbeissi in second 
place and Jarrar in third position. 

In the last round, Shadian surprised 
all by putting an end to all his oppo- 
nent's attempts by taking the lead and 
breaking the two minute barrier. 

Veteran drivers Bilbeissi, Sinan 
Saudi and Tabaa* brothers’ participa- 
tion in the event gave it a special 
flavour. 

The event also witnessed a return of 
women drivers. Sawsan Batikhi came 
in last and her sister Abeer came in 
24th after a long absence from the 
rally scene. 

The speed test consisted of two 


rounds and one special round for the 
best 10 drivers. 

According to speed test regulations, 
competitors were provided with a map 
of the route one day before the event 
and were not allowed to drive through 
the course since pre-trials are not per- 
mitted which makes it more exciting 
to watch. 

Results of the rally will be entered 
the Jordan Open National 
Championship for 199S Drivers and 
Jordan Open National Speed 
Test/Rumman Championship for 1998 
Drivers. 

Prizes and trophies were presented to 
the winners in a special ceremony at 
RACJ premises. 


Arsenal 
rule out 
bid for 
Shearer 


LONDON (AFP) — 
English champions Arsenal 
on Friday ruled out a bid for 
England targeunan Alan 
Shearer despite the club's 
dearth of goals this season. 

Manager Arsene Wenger, 
whose side take on 
Manchester United at home 
on Sunday, said he would 
instead try to develop 
French fledgling striker 
Nicolas Anelka. 

There is speculation over 
whether Shearer, the 
England captain, has a 
future at Newcastle after the 
arrival of new manager 
Ruud Gullit. 

Wenger, however, said: 
“Shearer is a great player 
but I think at the moment 
it’s important to keep the 
door open for Anelka as 
first choice because he is 
only 19 years old. 

“I bebeve that Nicolas 
will be a great striker and I 
have to give him a chance to 
play” 

Anelka showed electrify- 
ing pace against French side 
Lens in the Champions 
League this week but 
missed a suing of chances 
during the 1-1 draw. 

Wenger, however, said: 
“Anelka will be a tremen- 
dous player if he can repeat 
the sort of performance he 
had against Lens. He has to 
show that same desire in 
every game.” 

Sweden international 
striker Fredrik Ljungberg. 
meanwhile, snapped up by 
Arsenal for £3 million 
(around $4.5 million) from 
Swedish side Halmstads 
BK, is likely to feature on 
Sunday against United. 

He has been bought fol- 
lowing the sale of the club's 
record goalscorer lan 
Wright to West Ham during 
the close season. 

The 2 1 -year-old warned, 
however. “I am not a 
goalscorer like him ... don’t 
expect me to score the same 
number of goals as he did." 



Oscar De La Hoya of the United States weighs in at 146.5 lbs. during an official 
weigh in outside Caesars Palace Hotel and Casino in Las Vegas. De La Hoya 
defends his WBC Welterweight title against Julio Cesar Chavez of Mexico. 
Chavez weighed in 144.5 lbs (Reuters photo) 
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JOB OPPORTUNITY 

A prominent health club in town is looking for a head 
receptionist. 

Applicants should possess the following qualities: 

- A college graduate. 

- Good leadership qualities. 

- A good command of the English Language. 

- Ability to deal with people and difficult situations. 

- Ability to create and improve the department. 

- Good appearance. 

Please send your CV to: 

Attn.: GM 

Fax 962-6-5672050 


JORDAN TMES TEL: 

5684311-5699634 


Cartography Machine For Sale 


Dutch-manufactured Semi Dray Cartography 
machine. Odourless and in very good condition. 


JEEP FOR SALE 

Due to relocation, I am selling beautiful old Classic 
Land Cruiser Jeep. 4 wheel drive. Totally renovated. 
Excellent condition. Roll bars. Removable hard top. 
Duty paid. JD5500. 

Serious buyers Tel.: 4640113 


Tel: 5606509, 5606355 


A Reputable 

International Institution 

Is seeking 


an administrator 


with the following qualifications : 

• Fluency in both English & Arabic. 

9 Min. ( 3-5 ) years experience in Office 
Management 

O Excellent communication skills. 

Q Computer literacy & typing skills. 

Interested candidates must send their C. Vs 
( Should indicate ref. # 98 / 1409 / 2009 ) 

before September 20, to Fax If 5858111 


Vacancy 

Position: Credit Manager 
Qualifications 


- BA in accounting or business administration 

- Excellent command of English 

- Minimum 3-4 years experience preferable with bank 

- Computer literate with a good knowledge of using 
Microsoft office and spreadsheets 

- Willing to travel and to be relocated 

Qualified persons shall submit their CV by facsimile 

No. 593-3210 

Attn. General Manager 


TO LET 


Charming house in reskiei^^ 

Third Circle^abal Ammar^ 
ber of embassies and .residences.' 

, - ■y.t: : 

square metres.-Three bedrooms; r tvVo^|® 
rooms, fireplace, 'm^re^ard^^y/j^' 


Call 1:00-3:00 p.m. Tel.: 4641641 


I 

















i2 News 


Pakistan will remain 


neutral in any 

Afghan-lran conflict 


ISLAMABAD l AFP) — 
Foreign Minister Sartaj 
Aziz said Friday Pakistan 
would remain neutral in any 
conflict between Iran and 
the Taleban, as Iranian 
troops pursued their mili- 
tary exercises along the 
Afghan border. 

Speaking after urgent 
talks with officials in 
Tehran. Aziz rejected 
Iranian claims that Pakistan 
bad militarily backed the 
Taleban militia, who have 
seized control of nearly 90 
per cent of Afghanistan. 

“If Iran was to invade 
Afghanistan we would 
remain neutral." he said. 

Aziz said his talks with 
Iranian First Vice President 
Hassan Habibi were frank 
and satisfactory and cov- 
ered the broad issues 
including a potential con- 
flict between Iran and the 
Taleban. 

"A conflict would have a 
devastating impact on peace 
and stability in the region 
and should be avoided at all 
costs." Aziz stressed. 

“ft's our policy to remain 
neutral." he added. 

Aziz said Pakistan had 
condemned the killings of 
eight Iranian diplomats and 
one journalist which 
occurred after the northern 
city of Mazar-i-Sharif fell to 
Taleban forces on August 8. 


Iran wants the Taleban to 
hand over the killers and 
also to release a number of 
Iranian truck drivers being 
held by the hardline militia. 

“We reiterated the Taleban 
should tender an apology 
for the killing, apprehend 
and extradite those respon- 
sible and repatriate the dead 
bodies of the remaining per- 
sonnel." 

The funerals of six Iranian 
diplomats and the journalist 
killed in Mazar-i-Sharif 
were held in Tehran on 
Friday. The two other 
Iranians are unaccounted 
for. 

Thousands of Iranians 
joined the funeral proces- 
sion. denouncing the 
Taleban and Pakistan. 

Aziz added: “We also 
expressed concern on the 
reports of large-scale killing 
in Bamiyan and Mazar-i- 
Sharif after they were cap- 
tured by the Taleban." 

Bamiyan city fell to 
Taleban forces last Sunday, 
amid reports the militia had 
massacred thousands of 
pro-Iranian opponents in 
areas now under their con- 
trol. 

Aziz said the objective of 
the mission to Tehran was 
to convey Islamabad’s con- 
cerns and from this point we 
were “satisfied with the out- 
come of the meeting.’’ 


This included accusations 
by Tehran that Pakistan had 
backed the Taleban with 
arms and other military 
equipment 

‘This was completely 
untrue," Aziz said. 

The foreign minister 
meanwhile confirmed the 
Taleban would free another 
five Iranians, probably 
Saturday. 

“As a goodwill gesture the 
Afghan government has 
released five Iranian prison- 
ers and have followed it up 
by an announcement that 
another five would be 
released by tomorrow, that 
is Saturday.” he told a press 
conference here. 

About 30 Iranians were 
initially arrested by the 
Taleban including truck dri- 
vers. who were accused of 
transporting arms and sup- 
plies to the anti-Taleban 
alliance across the northern 


provmces. 

Aziz expressed hope for a 
meeting organised by the 
United Nations on Monday 
bringing together the 
United States, Russia and 
Afghanistan's neighbours 
Iran, China, Pakistan. 
Tajikistan. Turkmenistan 
and Uzbekistan. 

“Let's hope they will be 
able to reduce these ten- 
sions," he said. 



Kurds to work for reconciliation 


WASHINGTON (AFP) — Leaders of the two main Kurdish 
factions in Iraq have agreed here to work toward reconcilia- 
tion during a “transitional period" before regional elections 
next year, a senior State Department official said Thursday. 
The agreement, sealed by a ceremonial handshake between 
Massoud Barzani and Jalal Talabani. came after six months of 
mediation by Washington, Turkey and Britain, Secretary of 
State Madeleine Albright said. Barzani heads the Kurdisian 
Democratic Party fKDP) and Talabani the Patriotic Union of 
Kurdistan (PUK). Hie two parties have clashed since 1994 
over control of northern Iraq, where 1999 elections will estab- 
lish a “regional assembly." the State Department official said. 


Syria, Lebanon conduct naval drills 


DAMASCUS (R) — Syrian naval forces and a Lebanese 
military unit conducted naval manoeuvres in the 
Mediterranean on Thursday on the orders of President Hafez 
A1 Assad, officials said. They said that Lieutenant General Ali 
Asslan, chief of staff of the armed forces, attended the final 
stage of the manoeuvre and urged fighters to keep a high level 
of combat readiness to confront any aggression wherever it 
comes from. Syria’s state-run television showed helicopters 
and frogmen taking pan. Missiles of several types were also 
shown accurately hitting sea and air targets. The Lebanese 
unit took part in a marine landing that was conducted suc- 
cessfully, an official said. 


France, S. Arabia agree on peace 


PARIS (AFP) — France and Saudi Arabia have a similar vision 
of Middle East problems and agree on the need for a lasting 
peace there. Prime Minister Lionel Jospin told visiting Saudi : 
Crown Prince Abdullah Ben Abdul Aziz. Speaking ar a dinner 
late Thursday. Jospin stressed that the two countries had “a 
large convergence of views on problems" in the Middle East 
and “attached the same price to the installation of a just and 
lasting peace.” He said die two states hoped for a revival of the 
stalled peace process concerning Israel and the Palestinians as 
well as new efforts to resolve outstanding problems between j 
the Jewish state and Syria and Lebanon. Describing Saudi ! 
Arabia as “a great friend, an important international player and i 
a pole of regional stability,” die French premier called for con- j 
tinued dialogue between the two nations. 


Algeria praises relations with Italy 


ROME (APi — Italy’s increasing efforts to reach out to isolat- 
ed regimes in the Islamic World won it praise Thursday from 
Algeria’s foreign minister — although he accused a Rome- 
based Catholic mediating group of interfering in his country's 
affairs. Ahmed AttaT s harsh words For the Community of Sant’ 
Egidio were his only criticism offered on an RAI television 
programme on relations between Italy and his nation's often- 
shunned military regime. The same programme also drew 
Italian Premier Romano Prodi, who has led a push to improve 
Western relations with countries under U.S. or U.N. embargo 
for suspected links to terrorism — Iran and Libya — and those 
simply criticised like Algeria. 


14 killed in head-on collision in Egypt 


CAIRO (AFP) — Fourteen people were killed and 36 others 
injured in an accident Friday on a desert highway east of the 
Egyptian capital, twinging the country's death toD in car crash- 
es since Thursday to 24. police said. The latest victims were on 
a bus carrying 55 people to work in a Sinai beach resort, which 
hit a truck on die Cain>Suez highway leaving 14 people dead, 
they said Thirty-six others were injured, some seriously, and 
were rushed to four hospitals in Cairo. On Thursday, 10 people 
were lolled and 36 others injured in two separate car accidents 
on a highway in southern Egypt- 


Ancient wall collapses, kills five 


ANKARA (AFP) — Five people were killed and another per- \ 
son injured Friday when an ancient wall collapsed in the south- 1 
eastern city of Diyarbakir, Anatolia news agency reported Huge j 
stones crashed from 20 metres high onro people waiting at a bus I 
stop. The bodies of three people were pulled from the debris, j 
Two others later died in hospital. j 


Israel 

attacks 

south 

Lebanon 


area 


RASHAYA (AFP) — Israeli 
helicopters raked with heavy 
machine gun fire late Thursday 
an area near a position aban- 
doned by Israel’s proxy militia, 
the South Lebanon Army 
(SLA), only hours earlier, 
security sources said 

The Israeli helicopters flew 
over a wooded area on die edge 
of the eastern section of the 
Israeli-occupied zone, spraying 
the area with machine gun fire 
without causing any casualties. 
Lebanese police said. 

For half an hour, two Israeli 
aircraft fired on the vicinity of 
Sraira, a village inside the zone, 
despite anti-aircraft fire from 
Lebanese soldiers in nearby 
Maidoun. in the south of the 
Syrian-controlled eastern 
Bekaa Valley, the police said 

Several hours earlier the 
SLA withdrew from its strate- 
gic position of Tumat Niha, 
which is more than 2.000 
metres high and overlooks 
Sraira. 

Before leaving, the SLA 
blew up the position, which is 
north of the Israeli-held zone 
and between rhe SLA-con- 
troUed Christian area of 
Jezzine and the south of the 
eastern Bekaa Valley strong- 
hold of the Syrian- and 
Iranian-backed Hizbollah 
guerrillas, security sources 
said 
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Mourners cany the flag-draped body of Iyad Kabasma, 17, through the village of Beitunia in the West Bank during 
his funeral procession Friday. Kabasma was shot to death by a Jewish settler who later turned himself in to police 
saying he was fending off stone-throwers while Palestinian witnesses say the settler opened fire on the group peace- 
fully returning home from school Also near Ram all ah Friday, thousands of Hamas supporters at a rally chanted 
"blow up, blow up Tel Aviv" as they exhorted the group's bombmakers to attack Israelis in retaliation for the killing 
of two Hamas members last week by Israel see story page on 1 (AP photo) ___ 


U.S. stands by tests on Iraqi missiles 


WASHINGTON ( R) — The 
United States on Thursday 
stood by its finding that 
Iraq armed missiles with 
the poison gas VX before 
the Gulf War in 1991. 

It said that recent labora- 
tory tests in France and 
Switzerland, regardless of 
whether they turn out posi- 
tive or negative, were on 
missile fragments other 
than those tested at a U.S. 
Army laboratory in July. 

A London-based newspa- 
per said Thursday that the 
European tests did not find 
traces of VX and that this 
contradicted the results of 
the tests made in the United 
States. 

Pentagon spokesman 
Kenneth Bacon told a brief- 
ing on Thursday that the 
U.S. army tests found traces 
of decomposed VX on one 
quarter of 44 fragments sal- 
vaged from the Iraqi gov- 
ernment’s AI Hussein mis- 
sile destruction site. 

The European tests were 
on 80 fragments taken from 


another part of the site and 
the results would have no 
bearing on the validity of 
the U.S. tests, he added. 

‘The United States does 
stand behind its findings... 
what the French and Swiss 
find cannot invalidate them, 
because the fragments came 
from different places." he 
said. 

The spokesman said he 
thought the laboratories had 
not yet sent their results to 
the U.N. Special 
Commission (UNSCOM), 
the organisation set up to 
dismantle Iraq's pro- 
grammes to develop 
weapons of mass destruc- 
tion. 

A UNSCOM spokesman 
in New York confirmed 
this. “We- have not received 
formal final reports from 
either the French or the 
Swiss. We have undertaken 
not to discuss publicly any 
interim findings," said 
Ewen Buchanan. The final 
reports might be received 
next week, he added. 


The Arabic-language 
newspaper Al Hayat said it 
learned from diplomatic 
sources that: “Switzerland 
and France have unofficial- 
ly informed officials in Iraq 
and at the United Nations 
secretariat that most of tests 
of the samples of the Iraqi 
warheads... showed they 
were free of the VX agent.” 

It said UNSCOM 
Chairman Richard Butler 
requested the analysis after 
Iraq disputed the "findings 
of a first series of tests car- 
ried out by the U.S. Army 
laboratory. 

But Bacon said a 
UNSCOM team of special- 
ists, including many non- 
Americans. had already 
carried out more tests to 
double-check the U.S. 
results. “They unanimously 
concluded that the U.S. 
findings were valid,” he 
added. 

UNSCOM. trying to work 
out how many missiles Iraq 
armed with the poisonous 
gas. then went back to the 


site and collected the other 
80 fragments, took swabs 
of them and sent half to 
France and half to 
Switzerland, he said. 

Iraq has repeatedly denied 
arming the missiles with 
VX. The fragments came 
from a site where Iraq 
destroyed weapons on its 
own initiative, without 
UNSCOM supervision. 

Iraq and the United 
Nations seem set on a colli- 


sion course over arms 
inspections after the U.N. 
Security Council resolution 
decided to suspend its regu- 
lar review of sanctions, 
imposed on Baghdad after 
its 1990 invasion of 
Kuwait. 

Baghdad on Wednesday 
threatened to halt ail activi- 
ties by U.N. inspectors 
unless the council cancels 
the resolution. 

The U.S. State 
Department warned Iraq 
against ceasing cooperation 
with the inspection team. 


Libya calls Arab League resolution 
on Lockerbie affair a ‘catastrophe’ 


TRIPOLI (AFP) — Libya 
criticised Thursday what it 
called the “weak” Arab 
League resolution calling 
for an end to U.N. sanc- 
tions in place against 
Tripoli since 1992. 

“This Arab position is a 
catastrophe for the Libyan 
people," Libyan Foreign 
Minister Omar Al 
Munlasser was quoted by 
the official JANA news 


agency as saying. 

He noted that the 
Organisation of African 
Unity had “courageously" 
decided last June to ignore 
the air embargo as of Sept. 
1. 

Muntasser summoned 
Arab diplomats posted to 
Tripoli and told them to 
inform their governments 
of “the Libyan people's 
displeasure with the weak 
resolution adopted by the 
Arab League ministerial 
council Wednesday on the 
Lockerbie matter." 


The Arab foreign minis- 
ters hailed the British-U.S. 
accord to try two Libyan 
suspects in the Lockerbie 
bombing in the 
Netherlands and called for 
an end lo the U.N. sanc- 
tions against Tripoli. 

“Arab nations commit to 
suspend the sanctions 
imposed on Libya once 
there is an accord between 
the parties concerning the 
arrangements and guaran- 
tees linked to the two sus- 
pects and to lift complete- 
ly the sanctions once the 
two suspects appear before 
the court." the resolution 
said. 

London and Washington 
last month dropped 
demands that the pair be 
extradited to Britain or the 
United Slates and said they 
could be tried in the 
Netherlands by a Scottish 
court for the 1988 bomb- 
ing of a Pan Am plane over 
Lockerbie. Scotland, 


U.N. committee condemns 


Libya sanctions violations 


UNITED NATIONS (AFP) — The U.N. sanctions committee 
on Thursday condemned the violation of a Libyan air embar- 
go by Sudan and Congo, and investigated complaints about 
violations by several other African states. 

The 15-meraber Sanctions Committee, at a closed-door 
meeting, discussed a UJS. letter detailing the violations which 
are occurring at a rale of one every two days, Western diplo- 
mats said. 

The violations, and alleged violations, all occurred following 
the Aug.27 adoption of a U.N. resolution providing for the trial 
in the Netherlands of two Libyan suspects wanted in connec- 
tion with the. 1988 bombing of a Pan Am Plane over 
Lockerbie. Scotland. 

Committee menfoere “noted with concern” the increase in 
violations since the adoption of the resolution, and that a “firm 
response" was needed, a diplomat said. 

The committee agreed to send condemnatory letters to 
Sudan and Congo, to protest flights by the Libyan national car- 
rier to their countries, os well as to Libya, the diplomat said. 


which killed 270 people. 

But Libya, fearing U.S. 
or British attempts to kid- 
nap the suspects once they 


reach the Netherlands, is 
demanding guarantees 
about the trial before 
handing over the suspects. 


DOHA (AFP) — Qatar's 
first municipal election is 
stirring debate months 
ahead of the vote in the 
Gulf Arab emirate, notably 
over the involvement of 


Qatar’s first municipal election 
stirs debate months ahead of vote 


women. 


Banners in praise of 
democracy and calling for a 
large turnout in the election 
have already gone up in the 
streets of Doha. 

The emir. Sheikh Hamad 
Ben Khalifa Al Thani, 

issued a law in July calling 

for the formation of a 29- 
member municipal council 
to be directly elected for a 
four-year term. 

The council is for the 

whole peninsular state of 
11.437 square kilometres. 
7116 date has not been 
announced, but official 
sources say the vote will 
take place in early 

February. Registration for 
voters is to start On Oct. 3. 


and no candidates have yet 
been registered. 

Women are allowed to 
take part, both as voters 
and candidates, causing a 
stir in the conservative emi- 


rate. 

A list of prominent fig- 
ures. including three mem- 
bers of the ruling Al Thani 
family, have sent a petition 
to the emir calling for can- 
didates to be restricted to 


men. 

The election of women 
would nm against the seg- 
regation of tire sexes laid 
down by Islam, they argued 
in the petition, which was 
delivered to Qatar’s 
appointed consultative 


council in June. 

They also warned it 
would harm the role of 
women in the family. 

One of the clerics behind 
the petition. Sheikh Abdul 
Rahim Al Naimi, has been 
arrested and been held in 
preventive detention for 
more than three months, 
according to political 
sources. 

The emir, meanwhile, has 
not been deterred. 

His wife, Sheikha Moza. 
is in charge of forming a 
committee led by another 
female member of the royal 
family to encourage 
women at public rallies to 
exercise their right to vote. 


In May, the newspaper Al 
Watan ran a survey of 500 
Qatari women, of whom 72 
per cent were for women’s 
participation in the munici- 
pal election and 28 per cent 
against. 

Qatari authorities have 
also started to distribute 
leaflets calling for voters to 
exercise their freedom of 
choice and not allow them- 
selves to be influenced by 
tribal allegiances. 

Newspapers have been 
running daily interviews 
with the public, in which 
most are for the elections 
but expect the tribes to 
influence the outcome. 

“We hope that the win- 


ning candidates will be the 
best, without regard to their 
tribal affiliation,’’ senior 
civil servant Abdel Rahman 
AI Qahtani told Al Raya. 

But another interviewee, 
Mohammad Al Khater, was 
against ihe vote and warned 
it would “boost tribalism 
and accentuate divisions 
within society.” 

Qatar has a population of 
522.000. according to a 
1997 census. Embassies 
estimate that Qatari nation- 
als number only 100,000, 
but no official figures are 
available. 

Among the Gulf Arab , 
monarchies, only Kuwait i 
has an elected parliament 
and municipal council, bur 
Kuwaiti women do not 
have the vote. Last 
October, Oman brought in 
an 82-member consultative 
council which includes 
women. 



Prince Albert may 
help bring Formula 
One to Beirut 


BEIRUT (AFP) — Formula 
One motor racing may be 
coming to Beirut following a 
meeting between Prince 
AJbert of Monaco and 
Lebanese Prime Minister 
Rafik Hariri, press reports 
said Thursday. ‘The. princi- 
pality (of Monaco] is. pre- 
pared to give whatever tech- 
nical assistance and advice 
that is desired,” the prince 
said after meeting with Hariri 
on a plan to bring a Fommla 
One grand prix to Beirut by 
2003. The Formula One race 
in Monaco is one of the most 
celebrated on the circuit. 


Dubbers’ strike 
could shoot down 
Spielberg war epic 


ROME ( AFP) — Italian cin- 
ema-goers could face a long 
wait to see Steven 
Spielberg's war epic ! ‘Saving 
Private Ryan” as actors who 
dub all foreign films into 
Italian are on strike. The 
striking dubbers are demand- 
ing improved wages for pro- 
viding voice-overs to foreign 
movies, which the vast 
majority’ of Italians prefer to 
watch in the dubbed version 
rather than in die original 
language. Spielberg’s highly- 
acclaimed movie about U2>. 
troops taking part in World 
War D’s D-Day landings in 
France heads a list of foreign 
films due out in the coming 
weeks which could be affect- 
ed. 


Monica won’t 
go to the ball 


VIENNA (AFP) — The 
oiganisers of Vienna’s 
famous Opera Ball rejected 
Thursday as “bizarre" a sug- 
gestion that Monica 
Lewinsky could attend the 
event next year. They reacted 
after a prominent Vienna 
businessman, Richard 
Lugner, announced he would 
seek to invite the 25-year-dd 
farmer White House intern 
to the ball in February 1999. 
“This is a bizarre idea by a 
man who was a candidate for 
the Austrian presidency.** 
said ball organiser George 
Springer. referring to 
Lugner *s failed bid to oust 
head of state Thomas Klestil 
in April. 


McCartney will 
appear at concert 
stage next year 


NEW YORK CAP) — Paul 
McCartney will take to the 
concert stage next year ra 
keep alive his lute wife 
Linda's crusade for animal 
rights. McCartney and 
Chrissie Hynde of the 
Pretenders are organising a 
series of concerts next year. 
No dates or sites have been 
set for what would be 
McCartney’s first return to 
the stage since becoming a 
widower. “Good animal 
activists around the world 
might think. ‘Oh. God. 
we’ve lost a very' powerful 
voice when we lost Linda,’" 
McCartney said. “Well, wc 
have. But’ my voice is there 
now and I'm going to try to 
use it. We are going to keep 
up her good work."" ’ 


Bond memorabilia 
auctioned at 
Christie’s 


LONDON (AP) — A Lotus 
Esprit SI automobile fetched 
$49,000 at a Christie’s auc- 
tion Thursday. Never mind 
that it didn’t have a motor, it 
just happened lo be the prop 
car featured in foe 1977 
James Bond movie “Tip Spy 
Who Loved Me.” The 
automobile, which 
Moore's version of Agent 007 
piloted on land and sea in ihc 
film, was among the mus* 
recognisable of foe -250-pl^ 
lots peddled at the auction o* 
Bond memorabilia 

Generating the most irflere^ 
— and foe most money -'J 
was foe lethal metal -rim as# 
bowler used by assassin Odd 
Job. the most famous of 
Bond villains, in the lw* 
film “Goldfinger.” 
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